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A Call To Alf Negroes, Negro Or- 
ganizations And Others Frienciv 
to Negro Freedom 
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Mobilize Ist Illinois Conference 


a ' of the 
jobs 7 4 ” 
Civil Rights National Negro Congress 


-Decent Housing ; 
-Health Saturday and Sunday 


: st = November 9th - 10th, 1S 46 
“ WABASH Y.M.C.A. 


-Discrimination 
- Restrictive Covenants > 
Corner 38th & Wabash 


F -Lynching 
«. —Poll Taxes Chicago, Illinois — 


NCT RECORDED 
INDUXED 
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“The whole history cf the p qiess of Liberty shows that all concessions have bee.. borr. of earnest struggle. If there is no stru:. .:c. 


a | 
there is no progress. Those who profess to favor freedom, yet deprecate agitction, are men who want cidps without plowing 9ro...:c. 


Power concedes noth.ng without a demand. It never did and never will”—FREDERICK DOUGLAS 
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THE NEGRO PEOP 


« 
- 
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The People Forced to 
Think and To Act 


Grimmest Victims 
of the Nation's “‘ill- 

fed, ill-housed and ill- 
clad” 


Illinois Is No Haven of 
Rest From Oppression 


A National Defense 
« - Based Upon the Full- 

est Democracy and 

Freedom At Home 


a 


Negroes and the whole American people are being called upon to “sacrifice 
for national defense.” Our country may soon be actively engaged in anothe: 
war. Facing this crisis, the people are forced to think and to act lest, under 
the wave of war hysteria, they be bludgeoned into situations against thei: 
best interest. a ite 
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Nationally, Negroes are still lynched; denied the right to vote because | 


poll taxes and intimidation; discriminated against in Government jobs, ageacic - 
and institutions and in many of the country’s larae industries. Negroes are 
jim-crowed or denied service in the armed forces of our country. Persecutec 
and denied fundamental manhood rights, the Negro people are the grimmes: 
victims of the Nation’s one-third that is “ill-fed, ill-Noused and ill-clad.” 


lilinois, to which many Negroes came to cscupe oppression, is no have. 
from the special forms of discrimination and terror directed against the Negrc 
people. In Illinois tens of thousands of Negroes ore une ployed. ImprisoneJ 
by restrictive covenants, Negroes gasp for life in the slums o! cities and villages 


They cre discriminated against by hospitals, in relief, on W.P.A., in gover:.- 


ment and in many industries. Aged Negroes often;fiid it hard to get pensioris 
High rents, discrimination by banks and monopolies have driven the Nec:.. 
business man out of his own back yard. Men and women find increasi:., 
difficulty in getting into professional schools and égjoying post-graaucte anz 
special institutional training. The plight of Negra: youth is tragic. Denie= 
service and even insulted in certain restaurants, Barred from certain hotei- 
and many public places, Negro men and women‘in many areas in Illinois 
enjoy little more security than they do in the most backward sections of th: 
South. 


Negioes have spilled their blood valiantly for théir country. In the Reveit: 
tionary War, the War of 1812, the Civil War and’ the Spanish Americcn Wc. 
biack troops fought and died. In the last war ‘19, make the world safe tc. 
demociwry” Negroes gave their lives, with those: returning finding %i:e sun 
jim-crowism, the rope, disfranchisement and race jiots. Nesroes witn ¢i.. 
Americans cre again being called upon to “sacrifice for national 2 ‘ens. 
to “preserve our democratic way of life.” : 
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FACE THE CRISIS 
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Hence, we cal! upon all Negroes. Negro Organizations and all true friends 
of Negro freedom to consider the program for national defense and how all 
truly patriotic Americans can work conscientiously for a national. defense 
program based on the fullest gucrantee of security, democracy and freedom 


for all regardless of race, color or creed. 


PROGRAM 


Saturday. 10:00 A.M.—REGISTRATION, Wabash Y. M.C. A., 38th and South 
Nov. 3 Wabash Avenue. 


12:30 P.M.—OPENING MEETING, General public invited. Speak- 


urs: REVEREND J. C. AUSTIN, ERANK RANSOM. ARTHUR 
SEWELL, REVEREND MATHEW W. CLAIR and others. 


JOHN P. DAVIS—National Secretary, National: Negro Congress. 
Election of Conference Committees and Temporary Oificers. 


3:00 - 6:00 P.M.—ROUND TABLE DISCUSSIONS. 


1. Negroes and Nationa: Defense: jobs and security; discrimina- 
tion in the armed forces; housing and health; old age and un- 
employment; Negro business; labor; after the-war; the road to 
permanent peace. % 


2. Democracy in words, autocracy in deeds; ¢ivil rights in tran- 
sition; the bili of rights; the preservation and. extension of dem- 
ocracy. “1 


3. Special problems in local communities in the Stale; new tech- 
niques of adjustment; coordinction and cooperation; the new 
period and the broadening of unity of action and cvuopeiation. 


4. Negro youth in a changing world; the problem of jcbs; voca- 
tional training; educa‘ion and recreation. 
7:00 - 8:00 P.M.—Meeting of General Conferénce Committce. 


8:30 - 10:00 P.M.—PUBLIC SYMPOSIUM “Political Trends and 
New Techniques of Expression and Action.” 


Sunday, 9:30 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.—Meeting ot “Coinmittecs General Session, 
Nov. 10 Findings and Recommendations. 


3:00 P. M.—MASS MEETING. General Public Invited. 
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“~“ATIONAL OFFICERS 


.. K YERGAN 
‘,ational P:esident 


“iN P, DAVIS 
National Executive Sec.eiary 


-, Simpson Tate 
‘Jationgl Treasures 


HMAEL P. FLORY- 
National Field Organize, 


ENDORSIQS 
:ARNEST A. GREENE 
Aasembly man : 
.VA T. WELLS 
‘ETZ T. P. LOCHARD 
MENRY ROBERTS 
Pres. Fed. of Hote) Waiters, No. 250 
“RAZIER LANE 
“EV. M. W. CLAIR, JR. 
OHN J. RYAN 
Organizer Transport Workers Union 
EDITH A. LOCKLEY 
AANK MARSHALL DAVIS 
- OBERT TAYLOR 
‘eRCY L. JULIAN 
LANCHE LOWENTHAL 
‘_ A. MAHONE 
wR. ROSCOE C. GILES 
FLMER HENDERSON 
‘EV. MARY G. EVANS 
ntENE McCOY GAINZS 
MARJORIE STEWARD JOYNER 
‘ TER DAViS ° 
P.W.O.C., C.1.O. 
FUTH M. S>ITH 
“" A. COLEMAN 
.AYRA EDWARLS 
ALD. EARL B. DICKERSON 
“ERN GAYDEN ° 
S.C.M.W. 
OSCAR C. FROWN 
DR. CLAKS NCE E. THOMPSON 
. GAINES 
Modern Book Shop 
PETER POLLACK 
“{CHARD W. SMITH 
»T. CLAIR DRAKE 
WILLIAM JONES 


GENERAL INFORM ATION 


vv ° 
In order to avoid any rush, delegates may register,-Friday, 
November 8th, from 2 to 9 P. M. at the National Negro Qpougress, 
4649 South Parkway. Registration will continue at 10§A.M. on 
Saturday, November 9fh at the Wabash YMCA. 


DELEGATES—Every civic, labor, fraternal, school, church ard 
youth organization is entitled to send 2 délegates for 50 member: 
or less and 1 for each two-hundred members thereafter. 


VISITORS—Any person not eligible as an official delegatc 
may attend the Conference asa visitor. 


F EES—Del gate fees -50c. Visitors fees 20c. 


HOUSING—The National Negro Congress is arranging hou-:- 
ing accommodations for out of town delegates at very reasonab:. 
rates. 


TO AVOID bias and to receive preliminary material for th: 
Conference, delegates should send in the lank below, witr fees. 
as soon as elected. 
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FRANK! RANSOM 
Temporary Secretar: 


ARTHUR! SEWELL 
Temporary Chairman 


DR. CHARLES M THOMPSON 
Temporary Treasurer 
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Name 


Address 


Name of Organization 


Address of Organization — 


Registration Blank 
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Street, Ntoxiury, with heedc.erters ct "558 essachy 
accorcine to the .2cicel Scuac tris orranize 


But. Of tue encve ere Using suszitted to you for 
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‘Nevro Congress Takes — 
‘Soviet Cash; Bolt Asked! 


By United Prem 


A. F. of L. members were urged today to bolt the Na- ‘ 


itional Negro Congress which, at its annual meeting here zt 


yesterday, accepted money from the Communist Party, 


pledged political co-operation with the C. I. O. and de-" | 


Inounced President Roosevelt’s foreign policy. 
A. Pnilip Randolph of New York, + a oa - 
peak some the whi Com- 

head of the A. F. of L. Brotherhood; ‘munists in the audience.” 


of Sleeping Car Porters, declined re-|' More than 2000 persons attended 


election for a third term as president | 
and resigned from the congress because 
it accepted contributions from the 
Communist Party and C. I. O. unions 
and vigorously applauded a defense of | were white. Twenty-nine states were 


Soviet Russia and a declaration that 'Tepresented and 396 of the delegates a 


Negroes would not aid the United | , Were under 35. 

States in a war with Russia. Mr. Randolph warned that the _ 
- gress would lose its mass appeal 
GREEN'S SPOKESMAN close ties to any political party or any 


A. P. of L. Negro Organizer “who said | refuse financial aid from any except - 


he attended the sessions as @ personal 'N 


- 


a 


representative of A. F. of L. President; “The ground for my belief is that ex- ” 


| William Green, said he would confer; perience shows that where you get 
‘with Mr. Green to urge that the fed-! money you also get your ideas and 
eration’s executive councl) forbid A. P./| control,” he added. 
‘of L. members to join the congress. There was only a scattering of ap- 
| Edgar Brown, bearded president of! plause as Mr. Randolph spoke, but 
the unaffiliated United Government! there was a roar of approval] as Max 
Employes Union, was hissed as he op-/| Yergan of New York was presented 
posed a resolution, adopted almost | as the unopposed nominee for presi- 
unanimously, which charged that “the! dent. Mr. Yergan is a lecturer at City 
Roosevelt government has reversed its! College of New York. 
policy from one of concern for the wel-| Secretary John P. Davis, who de- 
|fare of the people to mobilization of | fended Soviet Russia and attacked Mr. 
America’s resources for war.” Roosevelt's foreign policy, was re-elect- 
“God help the Negro people if for| ed without opposition. James W. Ford 
any reason we do not stand by the of New York, 1936 vice ntial 
po of President Roosevelt,” he nominee on the Communist Party oe 
po ov} “I know that I speak for the et, was elected to the execullve 
, Negt» people, altho I probably do not ' mittee. ‘ 
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ne eee and Conrrog* Tor Equal Onvortunitics, 


2 Mas sachusetts venue, 
Poston, : 


lirs, RobertVatkins. 
Recording Secretary, 
14 Watson Street, 
Roxbury. Megs. 


say 14, 1949 


» 


end to you « corcial invitation to 4 
+ 4«- hie °*oe yg ] _ 

te stincrial banaue | 6:59 P. +3 ‘oe Py * pes Ea 
nesday, Acril 22n: -v co, a SLCLIGC'S staurant, 


“ -.* a. a. e° : ' 
394 Treiaont Street 4 


As you may kn®, 22. ferren is an outscancing member 
of our sroun, ssoraty On faPrean asrairs: Jat present 
he is terchinr = acs¥ Scllese of Hew ors. + 

<r 
D-. Yergen wef wut tircusly electcd Prerisent of the 
i t40on-1 Negro Confess at tts thire convention held in 
wsntacten, De. {rsteuontn. You are one of the limit2d 
Sa;.t*. 2 HOWL INLS’S TO GTe Voin- invites te this 
‘eo Mase &s Sze you there and enclose 2 j.ickets 
so Garve: cased, Since reservatious have tg be made 
P tdy 6c, Me with avoreciav. your informing our recording 
ccoret 7°, Mr . Ropert “atkins, as to how manr reservations 
C9 ONE :CtL. : ' os 
420 DAR 't:. %.94 
on Velnesda, Ney 22ne, at 8:00 P.M. at Colwmus Aven 
Zion a.i:.2, Chure:, (Corner of Northarmton Sire t. Seaton.) 
Ur. Yorren wlll owrdine the »nolicies of the sJeg¥q Congress 


and ius »nrogriv.. Te o> HCODI.C. 


>} “*: folio ea directly by. cs Mass HRebINy 
ar 


St. waa 3 Agwfrul, and we asi that you annguncc this 
wassecceting ir yur Ciurch or orvanizavion. ard}jinvite vcur 


mombers to atten’, “fe enelosc a circular of vre}]meetinz for 
mnouncenent,. 


Sincerely vours,,* 


a 
aX Rew 
i 
Jom S. R. Bourig, Presiden: 
Mev Enzland Confabess for Eoual 
O»»ortunities Saator Counci?, 


National Nesro Cr nercss. 
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Special égect in eaten 
Boston, Massachusetts 


r Sirs ' 
Reference is aade to your letter of October y 
1940 concerring the Eastern New England Congress {of - 


Equal Opportunities, of which Congress John &. R. Bourne 
ise President inc Hrs. Hobert Watkins is Recording Secrete:y. 


— 


Very truly yours, 


Jchn Edgar Hoover 
'  Barector 
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ie Deceaber i: 1940 ~ wm 
8 Spear the following message to: EW YORK FIELD OFFICE : ae re 
3 OBTAIN AND FORWARD BY RETURN MATL’ COPIES ~ OF CONSTITUTION 


" WEGRO CONGRESS AND OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS AND RESOLUTIONS OF 
MATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS nf a 
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Tne following information is taxen fron thg Sundey 
yorizer for Aprii 28, 1940, page 5: + e 

John ¥. Davis (colored), Secretary of tht Naticnal 
Negro re eet addressing the Fifth Conzress et ‘lashinstor, D. C., 
on April 27, 1940, enuncieted the progran of the Nat2onal Negro. 
Conzress which follows substantially the Communist Party Prorram. 
Ee stcted as follows: "Je want veace -for ourselv2s éend A:ierice. 
ue want peace and freedom for the peoples of India, >. China, of 
hfrica." 
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he declared that the Negro pecpse would re! ruse to 
suprcrt a war of "Auerican Imperialisz." ms 

He further declared, "The Ac:usiistretior Lé takia+ sides 
in this imperialist ccuflict. Its actions menace our neutrulity and 
our peace, We must join with ior, we must Jonni “with youtr. to 
insist uvor an end to this diséstreous policy." He further ceclared 
"Tze nNosition wnich our country shculd taxe on the questic: cf 
war snoul2 be to oppose loans, credits, erms, or any “other aid 
direct or incirect to either sice of the bellizerents. 


sneax out firmly against aid to Nazi Gsrmany. But 
we sreak out with esual firmness against aii to Immtrialis*® Eritain 
¢ Imperialis. France." He then allevsed, "Tne Arericen Nezro 

peopie will refuse to follow American in»rerialisa is: an attech uocn 
the Soviet Union, will refuse to fall victin to antisSovist adventure, 
wili refuse te join american or orld ino2rialisa ih: any evtack 
arainst the Scviet people." ¢ 

mons other things Davis demanded for the, Nefro vsecple 
the right to vote in tie South. He declarec that the poll tax was 
not ordsinei hy God. He called for enone teat rearer eee 
bill. 
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He declered that one c* the most dressin= problems facinz 
Nssro Con-ress is thet of jobs for near y, three illic: un- 
exnlc: ‘ed Nesrc v.orkers. 
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The newspaper item from which this information is 
taken points out that one session of the National Negro Con- 
gress was devoted to the Negro farm population in America. The 
main audress on this subject was delivered by hevererki Owen 
weatsield, lexwuer of the Share Croppers' Urion and viee-presicent 
of the Unitec Agricultural, Packing and al.ied Ts of Auerica. 
As an edditional indication of the Secneanhah character 
of Jorn P. Davis, dr., the above newspaper item cuoted him és 
havine said the foliovwing: "I have visited the Soviet Union. Il 
have telked to the Soviet people. I have witnessed their accomplish- 
ments end achieverents. I know of their ideals and sepiretions." 


‘mons the other prominent persons addressins the Third 
Werro Commress were James Vie Board, menbder of. the National 
ee of ti.e Communist Perty; Earl Dickerson, Nesro City alder 
man ‘fro: Chiceso; tiax Yergan, first vice-president Os the Congress 
und cirectcor of the Intemational Committee on Africah. Affairs; 
Henry (Hank) Jornson, prominent Negro C.1.0. leader ani assistent 
notior..1 director of the Facidngeg i.use ‘Vorkers Organizing Co:=uittee; 
wrse ray Alien, presicent of the Los Angeles Council’ and member of 
ra Cce:.col Boara of the City of Los Angeles; Bishop neveridy ©. Ransom 
f the .frican !:ethodist Eoiscopal Churel.; irs. Velua G. \Wwitiian, 
membzr of the Board of Ecucation of the District of Columbi:; Richard 
‘‘oorc, Negro International Labor defense leader; and Attorne;y John 
Se Suurne, presiaent of the Bostca Council of the National iierro 
Conzr=SS3e 


The aoove information concerning the speckérs before 
the ational Hesreo Congress was taken fro: the Daily ‘lorker for 
april 29, 1940, oaze 2. The following aaditional information was 
taken lrom the same source: ; A 


Henr; Johnson addressing the National Negro bongress 
declared, "I speak for labor and for my people when I say that I 
shall iight no wars to sive American imperialism. Tke Huropean war 
is an imperialist war." 
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Dickerson addressing the Congress declarecs:'Je want peace, 
not war. The frentier of democrecy is here et home. Our boys do 
not need to cie in European trenches. The people of, France am <ngisnd 
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and Germany will make democracy safe in their country. Every 
right 1on by the Negro people is endangerec by the present drive 
towar. wer. The fight for Negro rights at home is the fight for 
intemetional peace abroad.” » 
Max Yergan addressing the Congress delcered; "ie are 
against this country taxing sides in this imperialist war on be- 
half or the Fascist imperialists of Germany. But we demand equally 
that not one step ~ taken to aid in any fashion the imoerialisx of 


Engianc and France,’ > 


the third National Negro Congress was attended by 2 264 
aeleretes. The Congress overwhelmingly aporoved the Pollowine major 
resolutions quoted in the Daily iiorker for April 29, 2940, page 1: 


"1. To accept unanimously end enthusiastically 
the oiter of John L. Lewis to establish a working 
asreement with labor's non-partisan league. A cOm 
mittee of live wes set up t& begin immeciate nerotia- 
tions. ae 

"2. to concemn this inoerialist war arc the 
policies of the Roosevelt acministration which lead 
tovard war and to cooperate with the progressive sand 
labor forces in writing for peace. | 


"3. To demand the inmeciate dissolution of the 
Dies Committee as a great threat to cur fundemar tai 
ricghts. . : 


of Oe pres ss for immeciate passage of the Enti- 
lynching bill.’ re 

The item in the Daily Worker reporting the: resol ution on 
wer declared bluntly that, "the Negro people have everything to lose 
and nothing to gain by American involvement in the imperialist war." 

The resolution on wer further said thet U:: o“iational Ne;;ro 
Conrress, "Shar»ly condcmns the administration for the steps it hus 
taken end the partiality already shown." frurther on tie su-ject c- 


war tiie resolution ueclared that, "the battle for denecracy ilies at 
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Opportunity and prosperity, wma for full democratic yights." 


The resolutior further declered, "the Roospvelt adninis- 
tration has reversed its policy from one of concern.dér the welfare 
of the people to mobilization of america's resources for war, exten- 
Sion ol trade advantages to the Eritish and French,-meanwhile slash- 
ing m dap nd priemagans for i.P.A., neglectins to establish Federal 
health services, acandoning the housing procram, whick in policy 
is cetrimental to the interests of the american people and brings 
us step by step closer to involvenent in this imperialist wer." 


imor.z the officers elected at the Third Hattonal Negro 
congress were the following: Max Yergan -—- Presidet. Yerran was 
former vice-nresiaent of the National Negro Congress, president 
of the New Yori: City Council of the National Necro Cdéngress, and 
Cirecior of the International Comittee on African affairs. Re was 
elected presiaent of the National Negro Congress by &rclamction. 


~e* 


John F. Davis — Davis was reelected secretary of the 
National Repre Congress. His repcrt outlining a provraz of unity 
with lisoor's non-partisen league end condemning the wer plex of 
the Roosevelt edministration was specifically approved oy tine 
dcele-ctes in & resolution. 


Six vice-presidents were elected, among them were: 


‘ 
Henr/ohnson — Assistant director of the Packing House 
worncers!' Orvanicineg Committee; Reverend Oren shitfienc, leacer of 
the Share Cropvers'’ Union of the South, and vice-presicent or the 
Lnited Cannery ipricultiral and racking ijorkers of America. 
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The other vice-presicents are: Irs. ay +m manber 
of the Los angeles Board of Education; Reverend ‘I. HAJernigan, of 
Washington, D. 2.3 Dr. Charles AMLewis, of Philadelphia; an < 
Dr. hobert hpeanges of Boston. 32 


.* 


Josesh/ vadden, secretary; of the Arerican Youth Concress, 
adarcssec a meeting of the younz Negro delegates to the Third Na- 
tional Negro Congress. Cadden his long been identifiec with the 
Commaunist Party. oe 
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Thc fcllowins informetion ccne:r ; the Netioncl 
re-re Concsress is founc in The New Masses tes ay 14, 194C¢, 
S. It cercerrs Oven Waitfield: mr itPicla. led:the 
aed: bo eres wee geeks gpd of — year (1939).»\He is the 
) r.e 
ith the err of the ere folk-cresture, in terms of 
the pccple understand. The people frou the -f®arm country 
Assen. Ee cpeuss with pricss of his Lissouri people, and the 
audiztnee is vith hin wher he lasnes out at leaders oo evcid 
positive acticn cut of Scar cf svetus. “uatfield sisrificsed his 
r.05.3 Enc :42%:.andi Led ais %J enc faucicy out wi Ny xe  erereeaee 
white and blocs ret ac2 — Januery wecther aod ¢ 
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it .vcaas to .iznt ‘ he -Le made : ha nation listen to the 
Vu.ccs O: is people 


nal Coaventica of 
owane resoliutica: 


none witlionai Negro Con:Tess 
neo-ro peopl: hive everythin: anc acthin: 
tc sain by american iavolve..s: he ampericiist 


wire" * 
Tae Guove exvecred in taz Daly « worker, October 30, 1940. 


at & convention of the Pennsylvenia State" Nat vional 
Ne:ro Consress, uax Lerzen stated, "Je in the Saticnel itegro 
Gon 2'va8 are s.ct afreic to cali this wor wict it resdly is, 
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ali Sipe 6 #39 aw Y wer". ~~ 


above nen-ioned repro cconvcation took Wlece py! 
the aavter ar Cctober, 1640, in Phiiedciphia, Peansylveria, 
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oon ay in the Daily ‘'orker, Cctober 30, 1940. 
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The he prayer information is taker fron the baclk 
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hlet led: fd emocracy and the Negwo Peovls 
‘seas fhims of the National Negro Congress": 


? 
To secure the full rishts of citizenship 
for the Negro people es suaranteed by-the 
13th, 14th and 15th Amencments to the 
receral Constitution, through removai of 
the poll tax and all other forms of ug— 
constitutional restrictions upon the*,right 
to vcte. 
To secure the right of the Negro people to 
be free from Jix—Crowism, sozregition, dis- 
crimination, lynchinyz and moh violence, and 
to work for the enactiuent of federal tanti- 
lynchin~ lezislction. x* 

| 
To secure employment for the Nezro nétple 
free from all manner of jc> discriaination 
by governmeatel ev7encies and crivate industr;. 


To promote the cause of trade unionism amons 
Necroes and to vork for the organization of 
Neero worlzers into trade unions on ée besis of 
full eyuality with all other trade union 
members. = 


‘ 
work for effsctive and ccecuscte lacal, st: te 
anc nationul prosrams for meeting thé, educaticnal, 
health and kousinz needs of the peonle: without 
d-scrinination with resnect to geographical areas, 
a2 to provide for security arairst old age, 
Gependency, unemployment end want. — 


To foster the cultural development agd expression 
of the “sgro pecplc, tc spread the truth Pursriis* 
their traditions und ° atria to Anericia 
democracy, anc. tc combat ul falsification: a: 
distortions of their np Ape 3 rcle in, Aner co ee 


~~ 


To promote the cause of peace, to aid the 
liberation of the opnressed reoples of 

Africa, West Indies, Chine, India ang Latia 
ikuucrica, whose escirations for freedom are 

one with ours; tc oppose inperislist’wars 

and oppression; and to strive for the realiza- 
tion of a genuine brotherhood of men in our 
tie. 


To promcte the spirit of unity and cotperetion 
between the Nemo and White pconle in-a | 
comzon struggle for their mutual welfare ani ad- 
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federal Suresau of anvests gatson 
washington, Lb. ©. : 
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WarToneL WhorQ COR CRESS 
{ISSpLLANDOUS — IhrOPacatTIOn CONC DeNING. 


Dear Sir: 


seference is made to fhireau teletyne dated Lesénber 
5, 1940, wherein you requestec capies of the Constitution of the 
hationzi hecro Conzress and the official Proceedings ani fesolu- 
tions of the Third hetionsl Negro Congress be forwarded to you 
imieuiately. - 


—— 
+o obtain the Aoove recucsséed ites os with " 
in view of this fact a letter hes beéa, 23 Lrectés, 
vo the National herro Consress, +4/17 SVE 
Floriad aves Newey washington, 2. &., requestins this informetion. 


Unon receint of the seme, if it is furnished, it wil? 
be sent to the Surezu immediately. 


. se 


Very truly yours, 


B. E. Ssozert, oe 
. Ba * 
ne Special Acent. in Cnerge. 
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ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION a 
-_. (c\ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT tom 33 Byes 
“ie CORFIDS TIAL isd a 
Toy COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. | Fa le ae 


trbneay the following message to: SAC, NEW YORK crrr sade 


/ —— | ATONCE. 
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ae neal TIAL 
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Fcdecral Bureau of luurstigation 


United States Ocpartiicnt of Justice 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 


December 26, 1940 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
weshanrton, D. C. 


NATIONAL NSGRC CCiGR«SS 
INTERRAL SECURITY 


Seference is made to teletype fror. the s +, 
Eurseau dated December 17, 1940 to all Speciai Agents 
in Charge reauestinz that each office review its files 
at once anc Sut:iat a redort to the Bureau 1 erp 
the above entitied orsunization; and that discres 
end conplete investigation concerning said organization 


ie 
be nade, —tiee New York G:fice being designeted as origan. 


ine files of the: Pitt sburegn Office ard 
wave brer reviewe? ard no materi2l inforsation 
was found with rererd to the above entitled, 


It 18 noted that on Recern.ber 23, s9éU 
ntity is known to the bBureéu, and 


ol; 
tain as soon as vossible inforretion g7D 
regard to the nentioned organization. 


id 
ob 
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Very truly yours, Tee aaa 
RECORDED & INDExLY 147°. b” 
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S. K. LeKket 
Special Avent in Char #8 


EKJ:i.n8b 
cc: lew York-2 
100-152 
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FEDERAL a OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No.1 . 
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eaport or. = DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR |... REPORT MADE BY 
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: Seattla, ibitcien 12-25-40 12-20-40 
msc ~ Pees CHARACTER OF CASE. - 
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NATIONAL N.GRO CONGRESS | , DATARNAL SESERITY (R) 
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svisingiien OF FACTS: Seattle files reviewed, 
aPo 

© -ASreqenesem , ae. 
2 6 ee RE | 04 OF. Bureau teletype dated Decewber 17, 1940. Y a 

al ad ce . it *Ph. 
“DETAILS: The Seattle files have been reviewed with reference to the os 
‘National Negro Congress organization and the only informetion in. the files ‘is ‘e. 2 
an item inciceting that the N..tionsl Negro Congress h-ad accepted *en‘ invitation - 
‘to join with the Lebor non-Pertisan League to make "Common cause .for ‘promotion a 
ofa just end sensible program for the public welfare.” This inférmetion which. . 
is incomplete does not -desiznate the location of the meeting held” by the Netional 
Negro Congress. | ) “ss 6 4: 


— 


~~ 


In associction with reference teletype additional: inquiry wil 
be started by the Seattle office in en effort to ascertain any «néwn ectivities . ° 
of the Netionsl Negro vanareee in this ci str: ct; and & ns will ‘be. Promptly. 
SUbELt yes. : Ror Mo or ae; - e 
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UNDEVELOP- D pe 


. SEATTLE FILLD ~LD DIVISION 


At Seattle, Weshington will make appropriete inguiry ‘relative +o 
‘instent orgenizetion alone the lines requested. in reference. tah ais 


| | "PENDING i oe 
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635 Federal Building 
Louisville, Kentucky 


December 28, 1940. 


“Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigeticn 
Washirgton, D. C. 


neferénce is made to Bureau iia all Field 
Divisions dated December 17, 1940, instructing thet each Field Di- 


vision review its files at once, submitting report to Bureau, concern- 


ing the following organizations: ae 


?. 


ALL Bir CRaAlicii CONTAINED 
HEREIWN JS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE T//8 


eo wee lee ee ee 6 ee ee eee ee el . 


There is no information available in the files 
of the Louisville Field Division regarding the activities: af any of 
the above organizations; however, separate investigetive fites are being 
opened on e: ch organization with a view to as certaining whether it is 
active in the State of Kentucky. It is observed that investigative 
files are pending at the present time in the Louisville Field 
Division on certain of the above as a result of previous Bureau 


instructions to develop information on such organizations, which 
include the following: | 


Very truly yours, 


H. Ke lioss 
Special Agent in Charge 


HX::/ jwr 


cc New York 


SETI TES SIRE ARERR Tet arn gi ier 
ATE. a AS. - a, of 4 655 r = . “ a >F Peis a a ew. °° 


CLEGG WU FILES SECTION 

CARSON MR. PATTERSON 

KRAMER MR. SEYFARTH 
MR. SPEAR MRS. PUMPHREY 

; WR. WALKER | MR. V. DAVIS 


_MISS JONES | 
_____MISS CEMEN 


——— 


BRING REFERENCE 
CALL ME LETTER OR REPORT 


— FILE 
NOTE SERIALIZE AND. RETURN 


CORRECT ANY REPLY? 
RE-DATE RETURN TO ME 
FIND OUT WHO IS BRING FILE 
HANDLING AND ROUTE | 
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December 30, 1940 | 
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ve 
Tne Daily Worker fer April 24, 1°94C,:tn Page 3, 
carried the folloving item with reference tc preparations 
for the Third National Nesro Consress, which wés held in 
WY asninston, De Cc q 


“When the gevel rans the Third 
National Negro Congress into 
session Friday eveninz cat 8 
o'clock and John’ Lt: “AS, 
Presigeht-of the CIO, and A. 
Phili dclph, President of 
the National Wesro Congress, |! 
deliver their respective speecies, 
the first act of a drana dealing 
with the lives of 15,000,000 ae 
Negroes in America, which has. 5. 
been months in planning, will 
have its first night. 


mev. Arthur D.“Gray, Chairman ¢f 

the Washington Council of the: 

National egro Consress will call 

the meetines to order with tae 

historic gavel which is to be.used 
throughout all tne sessions of the 
Third Naticnal Consress. This™ 

eavel was made esneci2liv foe abe 
National Hegre Congress by Haripto 
Institute students in 1935 fron a 
piece of wood from one of the gast 
slave ships to touch American shores. 
It was usec to open the First National 
Nesgro Consress in Cnicago in 1935, the 
Second Congress in Philadelphig in 1937, 
and the First Southern Negro*Youth~ ' 
Congress in Richmond in 1957. 


"after the invocetiur by Rev. .* “thy Jernarin, 

© DESCROVEL rresident of the National Baptist Suncay 
“es APR < oa School Convention and Vice-President ci 

7 bide vai the National Negro Congress, the audience 

ALL": ron Neal Gi 7 CONTAINED will sing the "Star Spengled’Senner" and 
HERE IS NCLASSIFIED the Washington Council wilt wéicome the 
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“President Randolph will speak’ 
next, followed by an interlude 
of music, then the address by... 
the President of the Coneress of 
Industrial Crganizations, John. 
L. Lewis. é 2 


"TO HEAR PRCSL=XS 


"This session will be open to <a 
general public. ° 


"The curtain will rise on the 
seconc act of the Ccngzress, 
Saturday morning at 9:30. 
President Fnilip Randolph, as. 
chairman, will outline the con-, 
vcation procedure and receive -; 
the prelirinary report of the ’,, 
tenporary credentials comittea, 
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"From this point until aciourn- 

ment at 1 o'clock the converstion 

will hear the reports of the "latjional 

Secretary, the National Treasurer, 

pictures of the entire convention 

will be talcen on the steps of the 

U.S.Department of Lator Auditcrien, 

pi brief meetinrs of elected 
m~wuttees will be neld to pelect 

shnlaiaed end secretaries. 
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UNext on the agenda will be panejs 

on Sconomic Security, Social Secerity, 
Citizenship Rizhts, and Cultural: Freedox, 
Tne chairmen end discussion leaders are 
as follows: 


NSCONCIC SZETURNITY: Ishmae 

Cnieaaro Cougeil; ciscussion by Louis 

Surnhadmaglen Youth Federaticn, } 
ldie“Sgvin, Philadeinhia Couns? 


Davee eereets President of 
nlliance of america, 


"SCCIaL SACURITY Miss Jessie 

acott, ooklyn,TOang Nomens' 

Christian Associationydi 

leaders: Malcolt bs, Execti$ive 

Secretary of t incil of Young 

Southerners; and Professor Doxty 
“Wstlkerson, Interna“ional Vice=" 

President of Laer rican Federation 

of Teachers. id 


WITIZENSHIP RIGHTS /L-ason\Gqi th’, 
President of thé@”fexus Negro Feople's 
Congress; discussion leaders: Dr. 
narles Av"LT@wis, Presicent of the 
Grriladelphia Council of the Naticnal 
Negro Confess; Herman“benc, President 
of t uthern Negro Youth Conzress; 
Congressman role, maga of .New 
York; and voseptneit ers, Secretary 
of the Civil Right Committee oF the 
Southern C Conference for Human ‘Welfare. 


"CULTURAL "RSEDCLIi; Rev. Marshail 
epherd, Pennsylvania; Ciscussion 
leMers: Dr. Georze =. Ngaynes;” 
*xecutive Secretary of th® Race 
Relations Department of the Federal 
Council of Churches of vhrist in 
America; and Rabbi/oses‘Ajller, 
Presicent of the7vewi sh Pecple's 
Comaittee. ‘4 


"tThe Nezro Farm Problem in ::.- 
America’ will be the subject for 
the second general session late 
Saturday afternoon with Dr. Charlotte 
Havwici: rown, President of the Palmer 
Institute and Vice-President ofthe 
et Negro Con-ress as ch:,irman, 
scusSion leader, Owen shitfield, 
 aiahhsinn’ Yeendeunl ent of the 
ted Cannery, Agricultural, Packinz 
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"A brief devotional service will 
precede discussions 67 youth groups 
Sungay morning from 11 to l, presided 
by Hdward Strong. 
"Tne panels started Saturday afternoon 
will he continued on Sunday afternoon 
with the following people participating: 


NSCONCLIC SSCURITY: Dr. Charles Tlesley 
Burton, Vice 5fresident of the National 
Nepro Concrgés; Lir. Philip“Merray, Chair- 
workers Crrani zing 
; br. Joseph Sarran, Preside:.t 
7 Sana Haritime Union;, ‘an and lr. 
own, International ' lee-President 
otc] and Restaurant Workers Inter- 
national aliiance and Bartendérs Leazue 
cf America. 2 


"SCCInL SECURITY: Mr. James HT"aker, dr., 
Regional Director of the Mati bhal a 


Conpress; Dr. Dorothy Boul ~dingFerebze, 
National Fresident o%< » Kappa Alrha 
Sercrity; Dr. Robert Meaver, Race 

ations Director of theNinitet States 
Housing Authority. : 


WOLTIZEESEIP RIGHTS: Dr. Alber}. Forsythe, 

Nutional Bourd Memb:r of the Nutional 

Nezro Congress; Ur. James AvsRrier, Presi- 

cent of the Greenville, S. C. Branch of 
NG NAA CPo3 Re. Charics HNiiouster., 

Special Counsel for the N.A.AsEsP.3 Ur. 

Willian HwNijgstie, Dean of Howard University 7 
aw School. . 


"CULTURAL FRYEDC?!: Mr. Arthur’ HulT“Reuset, 
author go<{SoJourner Truth" an? other 
vorenet 2 Te Seen, parre pe one 
ennett, Director of the 
ojett; Mr. SterlineOrews, 


author a outhern Road.’ 2 

"The final business session will start Sun- 
day evening with a report of the Credentiais 
Comrittee. Cther reports wili-be these of 
the Committee on Or.ranizaticn,;. the Corcittee 
on Resolutions, anc the report. ‘bf the 
Presiding Committee on Nomin:£ “ons, “oilo.:ed 
by election of officers and — 
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Teletype requesting investigation of certain 
‘front organizations” Listed therein. 
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A reviev; of the files cf this Division fails to cisclose 
any information concerning the above crpanizetion. However, 
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in tne neer future. 
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idee dues W.8 DAcy tincs so a:urd up finarrcially th t-ac did :: ot omy sufficient 
ood or clothos: ge. tact 3c, at onc time, was offered oract —lly a dDlank chocz 
2f he would disccntinuc his ciforts, weicn ho, of coussce, r¢ 33 to Qos thst 
~his choes was ofiered by 323 Pulinca Usmpa;y. 

accecrding to Infor:nnt, ATDOLP: continucd as iaticnal Prosice= it of 

sataonali secsrees Congress from its Brot ee 2 wuitil the sumer of 1940, at 
he rosignzed, rllcgedly because o- oeesee 2s Sazlucnce wilt 
the orgnnizatio: 


or 57D 


¥ 
ae .. stated firther t2rt JOd: Pf Di 11S is Eationw Secretary of 


a + 


having is Acndquarters at tic sc. tlonct heodquarters, wall 
eidn iverme, *. 4. ,; seeusnaton, -. -0.3 th: “te, DiViS tus dbeon 
sndivicual s in the orgenisnatic:, 6.18 VOry MUC-1 % po.7s 
tivt between two snd four years azo, DAVIS nasa 16 a trip to 
27 repr’ tine soc, ‘DAVIS, Docrune "sold" ox tic treatnent of tho No gro in 
ssin; and that cay syupathics that DAVIS nicht have as far -s the Communist 
oie is concerned woulé de more of « anture favoring a treatnent of the NMeore 
ir. the United States similar to the manner in whic. he is treated in Russia, 
rather thon commolete adoption of Communistic iderls. vr. 
sdivisced that the strongth of the National orcznnization ¢<s 
&cfinitcly in tac cast, particularly Now York and ash pane ile Deel., Vita 
ecusidersble strength in Chicaso sné probsbl> sore in Detroit; that the org 
ization was at ence tiic quite strong os the Vest moe’ +; thet he coubdts if it 
nec stron: -s it formerly had becn. He statec tin in kis cninisn, frei: 
information wric: he srthers throuz: the Noro Teint ween Pross,, th wationsl 
orsonization is presently dying out. - 


GE «2: 500 that when tho Congress wes oricinall yforned, that 
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thare ger-e@ several chapters Omaha end several charters were issued at that 
tr.1c, ut etha wt there do net : an}; local chaviters o> councils in Omaha 
o>; in ¢ vraska. ie 


This letter is beins returnacd to z 47D 
.e 


? is .::: | ndle to state who the present nationsd officers o. 
nithough ne bcilcve -t tice nresent [ational Presilent is Ma PsERGs.., Now 


- ronort of the National 
Neaoro Congrcss dated at Clevolana, Ohic, June 19-2%, 
orn.ge, Acuble-snaced, mincogranned revort. .-Phe first secticns 
devot-d to »o Aue tne Gc stitute cornzition of tho ¥ crro people; the 
:scrisination, > officers, of tne Federal Socirl Security vrogzrrs; 
wiscrimination agais the scgre br industri; the sttcndrnt socinl consequenccs 
2 @iserisinaticn deg toon the citizonshid status of ther licero, showing 
rricus enccisic : Solntious of civil rights. It also braucacs out froz 
ti.2 United States t ws ths exploitation of the Segzo reece in cthor 
ccuntrics of tas World. ropors thon sets ovt went it coils,"r Handnte 
Action", »nointing cut tht the Nezro people mu-t act together ‘te. climinnt 
discrimination and provide sccurity for the masses. It is noted that this 


report wis written only four montas aftor tac first ‘ntioasl & ecting. 


£. 
4 wd 


In. th sort is included a list of »vlaces where local councils hrda 
beer. formed mt eee nad ota e list of nlaces where they .krd deen partly 
forned or wore in ne process of formation at thrt time. Fer the information 
of ths cf:ices vins copies cl this report, this list is quoted herowith: 


Seg 


T.ocal Cou:cils Loenl Councils ‘Ceuncils is: Proctss 


“ornod (2°) Partially Formed (11) of Formation (15) 


"Sin Francisco, Calif. Birminghon, Ala. Nobile, ala, 


hos Angeles, Calif. Forrest City, Ark. talaapooss County, alc. 
Ocklend, Calif. Chaspaign, 11. Littlo Rock, ark. 
Wilmington, Del. Indianapolis, Ind. Fartford, Conn. 
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New: Haven, 
Sicux Citr, Iowa 
Des:-Moixes, Iown 
Springficsld, Mass. 
Fatorson mi Os 

=nglowood, ~ Se if 
O¢6>- City, HW. J. 
Chester, Pn. 
Cotte svillc, Pn, 
Columbia, Se U. 
Chattanooga, Tex:. 
Ronnolzo, Vr. 
Norfolk, Va. 
Lomh:, We. Vo. 
i{lwaukeo, vis. 


eton, Dd. U. vay. & Cons. 
tes vhage, Miss. 
aloes, U. 3. 
Youngstown, Ohio 
Cemnboll, Chio 
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Lo@gison, Vis. 
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al peetins: was held by tno Enst Sag Council after 
nectins which was attcnded by *wpproxinately 
50 morsonus. The Regicon:l vico-vresident: was AUGUSIUS 
fsvErrs and IShsuID PL CHY wes executive secretary. Tie council, was making 
M~lons for a curpail n the issue of civil liberties for Fegroes, and had 
registered a prctest against the acticn of the Celifornie State Bar Association 
for "refesing to license a candidate for admission to the Bar because of 
allesei hye pm beliefs'." It also started a camnaign agnins*_discrininaticns 


cconcerning Negro studonts at the University of California. 
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| te Ot ES a A youth comnittec had grown from 10 members to a menbdoersii- 


The youth groun and the adult council hed boycotted r, large departmex* 
roc ‘women had been segrcgnted in the usc of rost-room facilitics. 


"a SHli 
ws 200. 
store whero Ne: 


i Laocr comiittoe was in the procdss of formation. 


& rosolutior 


was introduced into the Maryland State Federation 


abolition of 


tne color bax in all tradc unions 


of Labor. calling fer tho 
the resolution. being lost by 


escl 2Uu=- 


i norrow margin, At thet time tho council planned to introduce, such ral 
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tion the Wasninetcn Coutral astor Union. 
. a oe 
opus it she resort czntained only genoral inforsation and stated 
rsiml fAICHAPDSC.! had covered a largs number of Tlorics citics in the 
of tas council. 
iil. was undor the lenaderszip of oz.) BURTON, 
-S Chairman, e: te JU CEL: ivs Oxccutivs secrotasy. It naiztrince a tarec:: 
en OF72Ce. 53ne = Gi various crmpaicnms th-t the’ Chicago council 
o@ ongnecd in, ay 4:1 ccuality for the Negro in obthining city 
Msiticis, in cooperation with the locel Laver organizations. It also was 
‘storing uson 2. catmcaiasn improves recreational fucilitics fér Hegro voutn. 


var.t council wes reproscrece ih vm youth 
“SS8iRN0SsS Aistussicn ¢: ; O, anc was aldinzg la the youth werk on the Sect 
sice. ' 
ALIIMOSS CCulC al ‘ reportec there was cuiotly cor.cérr .ing assisting 


-oOgTro votors to reg aay ; | los 5 
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sates bes duns, sci Ws “var tA LERGOFELI9D OF FOEICRAL Vicceonreg 2idont eULIJZ: D. 

S-cfis, efrestive works Ens been carriea on by the threo Sounesss in the Bostcx 

serena." This work eomsisted of hrving school librarics purzed oY bocks depicting 
a 


Vecrvoes 1a az uncavoradle lisiat and alse is. improving park f-e41ilitiss Icr 
we Brocs. 


of picxetinz a tneatre ir a Nog: soctic:: 
cused to c=ploy Yo-ro operator? rad Yorro 
c hee agrsod that Ucgroes skoulé jcoin tho 
trails union, it ¢ pointed that the fight was net 
cirectec 
ALLASTIC d ore nizaticns compriscaé the lserl cow-cii in Atlantic 
City. vouncil cngerged in civic e-:coniges for lg cf neiznocrhcod 
ClBELSA9RS. CG Fenerse itsclf to deai with trad c-naditisne. of usczcoloyac.. 
ead Jim-Crowisn, fFiftz: tc Soventyefive young pecnle ne peor) te the Yeuth 
ecmnittce, 7 
ur ecvncils; New Soc: 
Piains 


> §.08sS.22 WEStCs.c cunty ccnsists cf f- 
as ae Seliies. Mount Yornon, and ‘ite 


EA RLE::: Chief worl: ron«rted by the council there yas te elinuinate 
ssc fuiice “oir txo Necrces on’ te survey enplesment prssibilitios for <cia,:r- 
“uts hee | 


: 2 
ahs. CLEVEL 2 work of that council ecnterceé arsur2 securiz .€ Cnacrse- 
~OUSCIL at for the RASDOLP= resoluti:s:, worsing cnicfly ix loc. 
Labor unisc:s. , 
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noresss. in ..: | | hin o campaimm for jobs for Hogrcees in retail 
s1oroeg weg carsi C: vrnenes word being formed in 3ryn Mawr, 
lai tee Delewar 3 . er, fa. The ccuncil ws rlso ‘active ve relative 
thé RiiDOLPE r as 


TSA Couz.cil was cateoavoring to secure ompicstient of Nezroe : 

nchors in city sceicels, and to improvo health contiticns im $0 Nogree "hilt 
’ -Seract, ™ | eo 

- 

de ew Dsl Ses Snhd bUii "Througn the national office ofthe Consress we 
“2 40S have scvught te give sid in the orgrnizaticn of 
oGaR STUnciis, 86 teeing trac Congress, to react cuicdsly to naticarl a 
3 SO ANSS-o. Ta6 fe he I hrvo sent copics of the rescluticns to ols. porss 
auaa,elted is. tho. poet the mandate cf tho ressluticn I weve apperred. 
“csfore Ccngeress siseak came < tone in supnort of the Marcanto:u.ic Relief Stanaarc: 
~il1 anc other losicsiaticn, In tne name of the. Conaress I have sous:t to o.-7c 
an fecerrl inves sticaticr cf the Black Logica snd the Au Klux Klan, ro. uve 
pases ts tne Strte cepartaéest agninst its tacit recognities. of Italinna 

a:Togsics in Ltricpia, 


hove oa apa: 5 tk: Cons C ) ' < Orsanization 
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fhe repert treats at some lengt:: the weaknesses of ba6 sationrl 
ez.d of the local councils, doalins csicfly with tho lacx of 
ism and the necessity of cotaining - large nerbersnip,. It was tae 
roric was ts de corricd on-in a dewcerntic fashisn; thet th 
ens wore to be made t: the council and not bz smell crouns i: tic “ecm 
wit there shcule be ccoperation with outside org-nizations. 


report also sects. cut the following as doia; the: central issucs 
wits waich it is esacernci: :. 


The struzsle fer jobs anc relicf. 

sne fight azcinst Jin-Crowisn. 

~20 ficht acuinst Wer, sascisn, snd the. Italian jAssrossion in 
etnicpica. ei 


The repsrt alse incica pas thit tie croanizatic2 wrs to bo r2n- 
yartisan politically, anc pointed cut that Hegre voters shcult ooy perticul::i 
.ttention to tne platforms cf the varicus porties relrtive to” .anti-l he * had 
jogislation, rclicf, an? federal security logislati-n, as woll as cther vital 
-ssucs. It states, "Wo shell cnéorse ne crniidate seni no polifical pert on ~ 
adsioll instead sive cvery party the opportunity of clearly cxpressing itself 
en the resolutions cf the Consress, ond its attitude o:. trac Te gete in tac 
antion, " 
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The report is bei::¢ returned 


loads are being set out for the offices recciving copies of this 


Qt 
ropory, dansmuch as ench office is esnauct ins the anpropriate anvestignrtica 
relative tc instant organization. -It is susgcested, however, tint tho infor 
mation set out ia this report may be of sone assistanco in corrclatinz 


i:vformatica ootainc= by the intercsted offices, : ; 


It is susrested that the New York Office consider ediiacting A. 


oELLiF UwWi:DULrs, forser tikd cos prosidont. It is dolieved t®at this can 
would be « fertile scurce cf infcrnaticn concerning tae ontire Iieticnal 
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~ongress. 
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- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR ~ .. REPORT MADE BY ~~ 
WHICH MADE "+ “* 


RICHMOID, VIRGINIA | 1-6-42 | 22-23, 26-40 Sod 


— 
we a 


TUE wv’ CHARACTER OF CASE 


A | 
“NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS. IN? NAL SECURITY 


_ SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ‘Files in the Richinond “Otrice wren 
i but nothing appecred therein concern 
ing the Nationel Khezo Corgress. An 
examination of the files in the news- 
pacer morgve of the Richrond News 

Leaaer disclosed that a meeting of 

this organi ization was-held in Januery .. 

of 1936 et the Sixth Mount Zion Church, 
14 West Duval Street, Richmond, Vinginkl, 
end among these presenit. were Professor 
John UfMoore (colored), Virginie Union. : 
University, Reverend Aan (colored}, — 
Sixth Mount Zion Church, . D — 


rsricon So vuaents UnLON « 


REFERENCE: LF oe .. Bureau teletyne, daved December. 15, aad om 


“Es 


DEVATIS: cum At RICE EIOND ‘VeRGeTA - rt ae 


— era caiitteee. of the files in ne Richilond ‘Office: 
¥z.3 oondeat ed but no informet ~ion was ecntainea thérein concern- 
ing the Nati onal ? "egro 1 ae pecan ss shy. 

oe Orn December 23, 1940, files of the nemahoer morgue 
cf the Richmor.d News Leader, ‘yi } forth Fourth Street, Richmond, 
Virginia, were examined and they disclosed that s “meeting of 
the Nationa 2) Fegro Congress was held un mney of 1936, at 
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the Sixth Mount Zion Church, 14 West Duval Street, Richmond, Virginia, 
and that Professor JOHN M. MOORE (colored), of the Viveinia "Union 
University, Richztond, Virginia, presided over this meeting. Reverend 
A. W. SROWN (colored), Pastor of the Sixth Mount Zion Church, was 

present and spoke at the meeting. Dr. Js Me TINSLEY (colored), 
Secretary of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People, was also present. LORENZ{GRAHAM (colored), President of the | 


Virginia Union University, and also connected with the Netional 
DONALD BURK (ote), 
e 


Students League, attended the meeting, 
a also present and addressed this 
ican Students Union, was also presente No 
other information in this regard was indicated in the newspaper files. 
Sj 
This case will be mairtained in a pending natin 
order that further investigation concerning the Netional Negro Congress 


may be conducted in this district, 


URDEVELOPED LEADS 


RICHMOND FIEID DIVISION 


At NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 


e Netio Negro Congress, to determine the 
place and circumstances of origin, personal history 
of each officer, both lecal and national, list of 
sponsors, aims and purposes, program, connections 
end membership; will alse procure copies of all available 
literature, 


At CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 


Will contac r 
inquiries along the lines set out in the lead 


at Norfolk, Virginia. 
At NEWPORT NESS, VIRGINIA 
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r the lead at Norfolk, Virginia, 
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~ at. t ROANOKE, SEGIWIA 


Will condurt 4 discreet investigation, making As 
inauiries clong the lines set out in the lead. a 
at Norfol K, Virginia. — a 
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At RIC! BOND. VIRGINIA . uh 
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Will ‘conduct further ‘aiaeress Sepiachdiinbta 
concerning tls activities of the National’ ‘Negro, 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT. New. York oat 


| DATE WHEN MADE j{ PERIOD FOR ~* 
i WHICH MADE 


1-11-41 ‘ 12-21-40 


° bs PF OMe 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: No record of Subject organization 4n-- 
- . files of Phoenix Field “ivision.. « 

, ; ; ° ’ is > ‘ 

P. ‘eae ar oes Kee 


REFEXENCE: * Bureau conference teletype dated 12-17-40. 


“DETAIZS: | i AT PECENDX, ARIZONA” perk Fer eS Sw 
: Review: of the tiles of “the Phoenix'Field - 
Division failed to disclose any record | 
of the Subject organization. $e 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS: 
| eBOMcs FLED piv ISICN 


AT PROENIX an.i- ‘TUCSON. , “,przoma, the: “oely: 
cities of substantial size in- Arizona, ~ 
will make “appropriate investigéetion in’. ~*r.3: 0: 
_order to.obtain all available information iy 
“concerning the Subject organization. : 
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Federal Gureau of fnuestigation 


2 .« 


United States Oepartiuicnt of Justice 
New York, New York 


January 18, 1941 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, De Ge 


Re: NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 


Dear Sir: 3 
Reference is mede to your letter dated Jane ry 17, 1941 

(Bureau file 61-6728), wherein you request to be advised of 

the status of the instant case. 


>: 
» © 


~~ 
. 


For your information, no answer has been received in 


response to the letter that was directed to i 
edcusrters in Was n, D.Ce, and 
ave been una & 7D 


etter will be forwarded to 
the Headquarters of the National Negro Congress in a firther 
attempt to secure the information from that source. 


The Bureau will be immediately advised when the informa- 
tion desired is obtained. 


Very truly yours, <‘; 


BE Ghar: 


B. E. SACKETT 
Special agent in Charge 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ' > infeorniczion avaliadle concerning Nations: hezgro Congress, 
Eeston District. — 


=P an os 


uresn teletype to all Field ortices, dated i2-1 Ind 


s- 


Cormomtion Division ai 
Soston, Lass 


—_ 


CRG 


pene MBL IEN SEC 


The £ iles of the Boston Office. 


SSIFIED 


Massachusetts Legislative Houce Report Nc. 2100, Seing @ report o- 
the Special Coirission to investigate subversive *ectivities wthir 
tiie State cor Massachusetts, which heerings were eld in 1937, >° 


‘ 
ae A 


tr:.e State of Lassachusetts. however, it does not Mapoear that this 
organization was one of the participating organizations in the 


rational conference of the Internationzl Labor Defense held in 
Washington, Db. C., in June 1937 
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_° __AT BOSON, 1483, 


Will contact tre 
other sources of information for information regarding instant 
orgarication, “4 | 
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AT AUCUSTA, KE. 


Will contact the ae |. information Megarding 


instant organtcetio::, rarticuirly its origir, sponsorship, 
mecicorship, aims emi purposes, progran, sic., as requested in b7D 
rel erence tele type | os 


se? 


AT CONCORD, Ne Fe ; ) a 


21 contact thei cr xiztlar (“formtion, 
| wo 672 
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NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 


INTERNAL SECGAITY 


izatior: not estabdlis:.cd in this 
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Special Agent in Charge 
\. Hew York, New York > 


TOR 


Dear Sir: : > | 
The Burean acknowledges your letter of 
December 18, 1940, in which you advise that efforts 
are being mads by your office to obtain copies of - 
the Constitution, Procesdings, and Resolutions of..- — 
the Third Netional Hegro Congress. ob 
- Gn wlew of the lapse of time, I wish yoo 
culd adviée me by return mail of the status of | 
this matter. 


Very truly yours, 


John Bdgar Hoover . ;. 
Director “¥. 
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DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR , REPORT MADE BY 


WHICH MADE < | 8), sa ia ks hag 
1/1/41 | /18 to 28/40 


_ SNATICNAL NEGRO CCNGRESS 


ee 
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Synopsis Of Facts: No evidence of local chapter or local activity. St. Louis 
County preacher listed as a vice president of -national 


organization 
; 4 =— ) i. 


Bureau conference teletype dated 12/17/10. 


. & 


WR: 2 
Search of the files of the St. er Office failed ie atsclose’ Ly ed 
' previous inforzstion concersins the Nanton st, NEGRO CONGRESS. Inquiry was also. 
made of both of whom at®vised ben” as ‘ 
id 


had not heara of any locé Santer oO @ NATLONAL NEGRO CONG2&SS. Ino 
made by Spveciz: Aver 


AT ST. LCUIS, MISSOURI 


‘Public Library and also at the Crecit felcrer 
Ccreet, but tkere was no information ayeio a 
writer also mace inguiry at the 
advised that they had no infcimation concerning the HF : 
However, upon inquiry at the reference room of the St. Louis Star-Tices;* oh ~ 3 
- Louis newspeper, it was found that an article appeared in the Star-Tizes jon. 
. April 29, 1940. This article was entitled, "A.F.ofL. men urged ‘to cuit” nepro” 
group thet accepted aid of Reds". This article ‘was a United Press article ia 
told of the NATIONAL NOGKO CONCGP=SS in Washington accepting mohey frez the _ 
Cormurist Party. As a result of this the A. F. of L. members ‘of the negro 
congress were urged to bolt the congress. The same article listed JOHN P. 
DAVIS as Secretary of the NATIONAL NEGRO CCNGRESS. The articie stated that. 
DAVIS defended Soviet Russia and attacked Roosevelt's foreign policy. 


dents of t tke organization en included Reyerend v. 
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Y. WHI IELD, ‘ Kirlorood, Missouri. JAMES W./FORD, Gundiabih “Vicé-Presidential’; ” 
candidate, was elected to the executive committee. It is noted her3 that 
ReVerend WHITFIELD is known to the St. Louis Office to have been a leader - 


‘of the roadside demonstrations by sharecroppers in southeastern Missouri 
early in 1939. | 


+ 
. we 


. Another article which appeared in the Star-Time tines on 4 dort 27, 1940, 
was also e United Press article and stated that JOHN had invited 


the NATIONA: NEGRO CONGRESS to join his Laborers’ Non-Partisan —. 


Further information concerning the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGAES sil eben 
js not available in St. Louis,} 


‘ 


J 


: waht : 


* 
_ 


aif 


ué- cizco FILES SECTION 
MR. CARSON MR. PATTERSON 
fR° KRAMER MR. SEYFARTH 
_ MR¥ SPEAR MRS. PUMPHREY 
4MR. WALKER WR. .V. DAVIS 
MISS JONES ot, 
- MISS CEMEN 
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BRING REFERENCE 

CALL ME LETTER OR REPORT 
SEE ME 3 FILE 
NOTE SERIALIZE AND RETURN 
CORRECT ANY REPLY? 
RE-DATE RETURN TO ME 

FIND OUT WHO IS BRING FILE 

HANDLING AND ROUTE 


ee 


K. R. McINTIRE 
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DR. MAXYYERGAN 


The following information is taken from the a York 
Times for November 18, 1940, page 6: : 

Cn November 17, 1940, Dr. Max Yergan, President of the 
"National Negro Congress, addressing 300 delegates at a #losing 
session of the New York State Gonference of the National Negro 
congress at the Park Palace, 5 West 110th Street, New York City, 
called upon negroes to take leadership in the formation of a 
second major political party. He declared this to be necessary 

"because the recent election proved there is now only 
one major party in the United States." 


Ee attacked both the major political parties because 
neither party offered anything constructive to domesticsprodle-s. 
he stressed the fact that neither party promised to elimrinate 
the major problens before Negroes today — unemployment, bad housing, 
poll taxes in the South, Jim Crovism and discrimira tion in national 
cefense industries. He declered: ” is 


‘ 
ile need no lessons in patriotism and Americanism 
from the propagandists who would have us fight on ‘the 
side of imperialistic Britain. Our fight in these": 
crucial times is for the establishment of e great;': 
powerful democréecy at hone that no nation will daré 
attack." 
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Bachington, r. C : : 
agai Ke, comentario ordinrgsciaxs 
Dear Sirt 


“Please refer to 
referring to delays in the investigetioz.o! Ssorganizetions as re: 
quested in Bureau teletype ‘of Decenbar 175, 1940, end requssting, an 
ex innation for deleys,. a 
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an TOR ag ® — ene 


This office did not sinmiiehes the teletype: reecived 
from the Bureau, es an acknonledgzent way net requested, bul: in- | 
Veetigation was imacdiately instituted ‘on ‘ad | fates referred to in 

* the teletype. Separste reports heve =. sabaittes a: the follow » Sef 
ing captions! eee = ~ ; .* = a ig Ress 
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; invertiration will be completed as soon as poseible. Two. 


agents have been assigned excly::vely to thesecases but one af — 
thes, nemely Special io on sick lesve fcr’ 
. periot of four days cr ing ve — Be" 


® 
3.@ ¥« 


mae with the limitec personnel here % comply with the mmerous.- 
expedite requests. — ee — 


to this wors, is nos unter transfer to the Charlotte office und 


NE ee pee eet ee 
Very truly yourny 
/o/ t FP. Grinans 


Tr. P. CODIANE, 
Special Agent in ee 
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_ a It Le noted in Buresu teletype thet sbortege, of psr= ee 
seanel is not an accestable excuse. Horever, every effort is o 


Spcoinl agent QRS the other agent assigned £76 


every effort will be ease to handle es mich work as rossib-s srior 
* to his te-arture for the Ghariette office on or abnt saan die! Ss 7 
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federal Bureau of Luurstiqation 


United States Oepartinent of Justice 
Newark, New Jersey 


RFB: C28! January 2), 1h) 
100-1),57 : 


Director 
Federal Surea Investigation 
washington, Le Co 


Ths 


R NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS; 


INTERNAL SECURITY 


Dear Sir: 

Reference is made to Bureau teletype to all Special 
Acents in Charge, except the Washington Field Office,. dated Lecember 
17, 1940, concerning a number of organizations including the above 


entitlec matter. ie 


-Please be advised that a search of the Newark Office 
indices failed to disclose any record concerning instant orgsniza- 
tion other/than that set forth in a letter from the Tashington Field 0O/ J 
Office to fthe New York Offic 2, 1940, in the case 
entitled This :,Jetie: re- 
flected that JOu. ; tyviS, Executive Secretary of the NATIONAL NEGRO 
CONGRESS addressed e' meetine held under the auspices of the A=nICAK 
PEACE MOSILIZATION L0VELENT at Weshington, D. C., on the night of 
September 6, 19:0. The apparent purpose of this meeting was to oppose 
the peacetime conscription. ies 

A separate case has been openec ns toe this«organizetion 
by the Newark Office and investigation will be concucte€ to determine 
the followins data in this regard: date, pvlace, and circumstances of 
origin; personal history of each officer, local and national; lists cf 
sponsors; aims and purposes, progrem, connections, ramifications; 
membership, nationally and by state; copies of sy available I[iveéra 


end items of kincred na CORDED & 1 oy, sf me As 


CO: SO 8 ee a 
New York ‘Cit:> 
TaN 


Verv, truly yours, 


The Bureau will be acvised asordineay Th 
Office is being considered as the office c° oricin. « 
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Special ffen 
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, ‘Please be advised: thet s review. 
of the ‘indices and files of the Menphis Field’ * - 
Lbivision does not reflect any. — ‘Fooord 2. Pe 
bao ‘this een ael : ee 
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NEN? -LORK, “NEY YORK 


" DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR ° r ae ; | 
WHICH MADE S )-.5 


inhi ass uh 


.{;NATIOWAL NEGRO CONGRESS 
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‘SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


+ 


— 
ey pee ons i ‘i Coty oP 2 “2. @ aS r > : Bh : ae a 
x a Se Ye _ 1 one 2 re Y, ‘ . 
~ 


Aoodrding to “Confidential: sateen « ‘an effort ‘was, wade: at 
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one time to establish a branch of | ts, organisation Sen, 


in Cleveland without success. «Gr gk Hialiet Ae. ‘ping IY 
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Teletype from the” Bureau dated De Decaaber 17; asi» 


mn 
s. 


AT CLEVSLAND, OHIO 


subject organization is. not active at the pressxt t ime in ing ae - 
Cleveland; that several years. ago an effort vas made to . ae . 
establish + peanth. in, Cleveland, without success:. FF Ae uP 
4,3 vat % + 3 @ . . “ - ia 4. 
2dvis ed ‘that ‘the ‘organization was founded. By JAMES ae 
FORD, negro candidate of the communist ‘party’ for: -Vice™ >. 


resident of ‘the United States: ‘in 1932, 1936 ans 1940. 


- stated’ that FORD resides ‘in New York citys ‘chat ne L7D.. 
has. visited’Cleveland on a mimber of occasions‘gnd’has -. 
appeared as: ‘principal , Bpeaker-before negro ; orgattizations. . 
in an at interest- then: in the National -Ne | 
oe urther advised*that one 
negro, ‘is a leader an the 3 egress of Cleve 


“Be . 


, APPROVED AND 
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Cor igs 


r XG 9} Bureau: 
| 2 2 ~'New York = 
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tf aa ALL He 4S UNE 


Or THis REPORT» = *’ * 


riavesres car 


4 oe AN 21st 


Corts Devrzoyen” 
28 Aer 217108 3: °:1: 
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LE Laer ausst rasstine orn orrucs: 
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i? Samal | 

€.: Tho\Red Network" by ‘ELIZABETH ILLING, a ae 
a. o> Redicalism for Patriots! 

porting addréss 55 :izst.Jacksorn D>: alevars, » icago, Lilinois, .. 

lists the National Negro Congress and ART:U3AURRAY of the 

Steel and ifetal Workers Industrial Union as the Cleveland: 

representative. Soth ARTHUR MUSRKAY ani the Steel and-Metal 


Workers Industrial Union are not known at rhe naa yChio, and there. 
is m information treat, then. : ase a es 


UND EVELOP=D LEADS 


~The CLEVELAND FISLD DIVISION at CLEVELAND, O10 


Will contime inves tigation to ascertain definitely whe ther 

tk ere is a branch of the National Negro Congress located in this | 

‘Gistrict am if so, sasoenenaee will be obtained consprahas sts, spe y 
activities ami mmbership.- 7 wit ett ew ee z 
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DATE WHEN MADE * PERIOD FOR 4 ty °*, REPORT MADE BY “+ tea } a. Re 4, :§ 
WHICH MADE ‘Saath |. 


| 1-19-41 12/19-21 »23, _— 4. 2. 


1/o= ral CHARASTEE SY GREE 6 
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|\*. NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS eu. (ai soften ~ R, 


he, 
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ingles ential ACTS: Review files indicates that National Negro cr 
) Congress was founded February, 1936. Natiopal 
you, are VAX)YERCAN, Pres,, and JOHN P,. 


Swe 


_ DAVIS, Sec., tWasHington, D. C. . Aims and pur= | 
poses, constitution and program set forth, °. 
Svonsored by JOEN L. LEWIS as Pres. CIO. tes 
Connected with American Peace Mobilization’ 

“and sabor's Non-Partisan League. anes 
ae: ‘it 2. im’ S + 
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Reference: Bureau teletype, 12-17-10. 


8 ee , FORT CONTIN 
a ae acti ss: HEREN NCIASSIFIED 


“7 DETAILS: AT BIRLINGHAY, és 
fis BY iY, Vy g 
Al) National Defense iiieel TE a in the Birming- 
f x ham Field Division were thoroughly reviewed and the following’ information. 
. in connection with founding of the National ‘Negro Congress and its }. : 
Netional Officers, as found on ‘page 17 of the Quarterly Summary of -. 
. National Defense Investigations, published’ by the. Bureau under date of - 


: November 15, 1940, is: set. forth ree: °. ‘ ea a 


a ee 


"Tne National ‘Negro’ fis: oes was founded in ay 
. 1936. The purpose in founding. the organization was to seek to eccom- 
™plish unity of action between the various negro organizations already 

‘e : - $n existence. This, of course, is a typical united tactic of the 
‘Communist Party. Since its inception the Natipnal Negro Gongress has: 
a r been under the leadership of two men, — W. FORD F) — candidate | 


AP? KOVED ANNO - % ~~” Src. 
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*: officers are: - ifs oh: 


:, turned over to this office in July, 


~~» ds-quoted as being pertinent to this organization's aims and ake ery 


of the Congress. On the structure and aims of the a ie the. ea 


the ‘ideale Party for: Vice ‘Preciéent’ of ‘the United: ‘States ‘dn. 
324 r 1936 and 1940, and JOHN P. DAVIS, who-has not yet been. ‘proved 
be a member of the Commmnist’ Party, but who hes been defintely 
_ identified with that Party for the past five years, Ee i eres 


“The aim of the’ “National Nearc Congress has been oxpecaeed 
several times by JAMZS W. FORD, who has frankly admitted-that the National 
. Negro Congress is a united — al came teaeenns Among the: oe 


, *) 
..¢ *~ 


WAX YERGAN  paeesdis ° ee 7 hae aie 
JOHN P. DAVIS —. Secretary. . ci eer pe 
MAX YERGAN has likewise been identified with the °- 
Communist Party.for at least the past five years. Scarcely an issue 
of the Daily Worker appears which fails to reflect the fame and 


sets ese of YERGAN, who is a negro." ar = > D. 


BeciNe Entli ed‘ : 
"THE |CO.LUNIST", June, 1940, -issue, which contains af @fticle entitled * ‘4 
"The National Negro Congress® written by ‘Theodore R. ABassett,: pages.t. 

542-553, which contains considerable information regarding this organ’. ; 
ization and this pamphlet is nerewith being furnished the Bureaie =F." | 
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In the above article on page 54,6-547, the following’ 


and constitution? Pak kek a ee ed see Ce — 
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hee | constitution 1 was adopted ‘canna the adie wt ‘ities 


tution states: - i, Se eee RS tie , : oa wife. Sass 


'The Suierens is a federated organisation “which seeks, 
to unite the Negro people and all friends of Negro fréedom for complete 
social justice ard full citizenship for the Negro Americans. The 
Congress does not duplicate any organization. It is ai. federated: bocy - 
not only in its organizational structure but in its fundamental philo- 
sophy and policy. It is a common ground upon which all organizations 
interested in Negro rights and the promotion of democracy for all 
Americans in the country can meet and pool their strength and ‘resources 
toward the com:.on goal of social, économic and politital betterment. 
It seeks waren constructive and united action to achieve its objective. 


"The organization states its $9 tue wo pe: 


, : a | To secure ‘the full rights of eihioesehss for the 
‘Negro heii as guaranteed by the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments to 
the Federal Constitution, through: ‘removal of the -tax ard all 

other forms of unconstitutional restr¢ctions upon ue right to ove. 


- 92, To secure the right: aa the Meare people Xo be free, 
oa bait sam ‘wens segregation, discrimination,, lynching”ané mob. vio='7.}. 
‘\sMenc®,:and to-work for the enactment of Federal anti-lynching’ Legisigtzens 


‘13, To secure sup lomnent for the Negro ‘people free from. 
“~ @l] manner of job discrimination by governmental agencies-and private 
industry. Ve 


= 'h. To promote the cause ‘of. trade’ unionish- among - 
. Negroes and to work for the organization’of Negro workers into’ trade - 
“unions on a basis of fut. equalsty, with ree other trade ‘anion ‘menberse 


15, To work for effective and adequate Local, ‘state 
and national programs for meeting the educational, healtnm and -housing’ 
needs of the people without discrimination with respect to. geograpnical 
areas, and to provide for security azainst old age, uneaployment 620 
want. | . ~“ 
. “rere Pye 
16, To foster the cultured italia and expression:* 
| of the Negro people , to spread: the truth regarding their. traditions:and . 
contrkbutions to American democracy, and to combat all: falsifications ica 


Ieseen distortions of their historic role an American iife. ors 


; 44 ‘9 o 
"eal _~ 


"7, To promote the cause ‘of peace, to aid the Liberation | 
of the oppressed peoples of Africae, West Indies, China, india, end 
Latin America, whose aspirations.for freedom are one with ours; to ~~’: 
. Oppose imperialist wars and oppression and to strive cor. =. realization ° 
of a genuine brotherhood of man in‘ our time. Pore ot, Ge eee po * c 
“4g, To wreane the aes of unity wad ocopemetion. ‘be=,. i" | 
.. tween the Negro and white people a a common tages? foF — mutual - 
weifare and advancement,' ste * 


mRenort of the Rational Secretary” 


"The dynamic young National Secretary, JOH oF ‘DAVIS, 

in his report to the Congress, declared with reference to “the: ¥ital 3 

. questions of civil liberties and war: . 3 ‘eo | 
' ‘hat do the Negro. sila want? Kot wiersteh: peace; : 

not guns, but job; not death, but life; not reaction, but.democratic 

rights. That is wry there is an incressing ground swell’:in' the ranks 
of labor saying, 'Tne Yanks Are Not Coming.' Thet is why the youta 

of our nation are declaring: there is no future in Flanders Fielc 
Phat is wny the Negro people are saying: we shall not die in the war of 
American imperialism. We have a@wer. of our own--ageinst hunger, against 
: lynching, against peonage, ‘ against Jim-Crowism, for the: ‘right to vote 
2 a ; % : and the right to work, The enemy of ayers can sian aoe et ts at hone. ~ 
ees _ Tet us fight’ that enemy BeFOese:<T. Sea. a ry 


a 


| 


1Cne of the chief ieerniane being practiced ‘by the anid 
war, by American reactionaries, by reactionaries -everywhere; is the* 
tempt to create diverséon by rl renee 3 and inciting a war, ag” -inst 
e Soviet Union. | | Tey 


° - 


‘I have visited the Soviet Union. I have’talked to the 
Soviet people. .I have witnessed their accomplishments and‘ echievements. 
I know of their ideals and aspirations. I heve witnessed’the real and. 
genuine equgl rights and freedom of its many minority pectles.:: Ihave 
. Witnessed their many nations and peoples busy and working in amity, 
collaboration and peace, -I know’ of their deep friendsnip and.aid to . : 
all oppressed peoples. And on the basis of tha. experience.and knowledge, - 
which is shared by thousands of people, I firmly believe tMet the American 
Negro people will refuse to fall victim to anti-Soviet adventures, will 
‘refuse to join American or world sa = any ettack Against the 
Soviet Ppes+s : . | 7 ; 


: * 
‘Just és the Ku Klux K2 an tars and ‘feathers, its victims) a 
so the Dics Committee smears labor organizétions, youth organizations; - >: 


. t 


Negro organizations end other progressive organizations fighting for’ che? 
welfere ard democratic rights of the American people. ...~**.. "2 


» Oe 


‘Bur we can only fight against the reactioti of MARTIN DIES 
by refusinz to be trappec by the wave of red hysteria which DIES has 
Created... 

| e a 
‘Let us stand for progress, for peace; for.-Security, -:” 
democracy; jobs, civil. rights, Americen stendards. And let unity 
‘be the instrument of achieving these. Te ae FC SIR Rc ors 3 


) "These remarks of. the National Secretary were - ‘consistent 
with the aims and objects of the National Negro Congress and with the 
fundamental interests of the Negro people." 2 Me 


As to the program of the Negro Congress, the: ‘following 
is cuotec from paze 947— 548 of this uagasine entitled “TEE § pO.UbIST:" 


' The progran of. the Congress was implemented with strorg 
resolutions. 


. «é 


"{ resolution on the imnerialist war condentied the 
Rocsevelt Administration for its pro-war measures; it also lashec cut 
against Negro discrimination in the aircraft industry and in the ar 
‘and navy. The Congress reso.ved on unitg with Labor's KoasPartisen 
_ League, and demanded the immediate dissoluticn of the DieS.Commitiee. 
-.The other resolutions dealt with the various issues facing .the Negro 
’ people, the question of economic and sociel security, citizenship rights 
‘and cultural .freedon, There were resolutions calling for,the immeaiate 
-relezse of the five remaining Scottsboro boys; condemning: “the Ku Klux | 
Klan terror and the sasiure of the. F.B.1. to a CK - terroris:; 
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Ms alling for the passage of the. AntinLynigiing, pil; ome denanas 
~ qolstion of- ‘Peonage." Cree tt 2) a i a hak ee 
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) It would appear ia the article that. JOHN: i Eas, | ae 
~ as President of the C.I.0., addressed the Third National beg o Congress — 
“at its’session in Washington, D. C., on April 26-28, 194,05, in such terms 
&@s to indicate sponsorship of it inasmuch as he extendedan. invitation 
to the Congress to affiliate with Labor's. .Non-Partisan. League, which. 
°. Was accepted by the Congress. . IBYIS, -in his. speech; “indicated that i"; as - 
he had extended the same invitation’ to Boe ba American. ‘Youth OOS tend 
| It further appears toon this “article that. D ‘ “Vax YERGAN, * 
President of the Congress, is Director of the Internationzl Committee on 
African Affairs ana was the former Vice-President of the tongress. | 
was eldcted President at the session of. the Third National’.Negro 
at Washington, D. C., April 26,.27, 28,°1940, replacing A# PHILIP 
+ who according to this article was. forced. out. as Presicent ‘because’ 
become anti-Communi stic. ae 4 
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- Sine ne this’ esticis it appears: that “the: "Dcagibel Ete i 
connection with Southern Negro: Youth Congress as representatives of that ‘s. 
organization were present at the Third National Negro Congress ts dele- *- 
gates thereto. Furthermore 2 the Congress wes addressed by the Rev, CHEN Be 
\iereme, Vice-President of the United Cannery, Agriculturel, Packing 
7 and Allied Ylorkers of Americag Also it appears in-the report of Special b 4c 
. .? Agent ee Cincinnati, Ohio, dated 10-8-40, entitled Commis 
'. Party, Coiumbus, Onio; Internel Security, ‘that JOHN P. -DaVIS,-. National * 
- Sastgeary of the National Negro Congress, who is from Washington, De’ Gi; ; 5A 
-was the speaker at the Workers’. Alliance. Convention in’ Chicago; ’ ren.” 08 
Aurust, 1940, This appears. on page 2 of the report: of Special Agent ° 
2 ae and on pages 9 and 10 thereof it is indicated that: JOHN Py x. fi 
‘DAVIS, Secretary to.the National Negro Congress, end Dr. wax YERGAN, ~ — 
President of that body, were elected members of the National Council — 
of the American Peace Mobilization, which was held in Chicago-at the 
- same time as the Workers’. Alliance ‘convention, There would appear to 
- be a definite tie-in of the Congréss with the inerican Peace Mobilization | 
inasmuch as. JOHN P. DAVIS, Executive Secretary) of the Bongress,. also 
made speeches at the meeting of the American Peace Mobilization held 
‘- in Washington, D. C., September’6, 1940, and indicated by letter from 
Special Agent in Charge, Washington, D0. C., to the Special Agent in 
‘Charge, New York City, dated September 12, 1940, pages 3° and 6 


ee An article in tnelbourar NEWS ATMANAC 2 Communistic 
ae newspaper printed at Birmingham, ae,.dated April 20, 190, indicated 
,. that JOHN P. DAVIS was a speaker on the program for the Southern Con- 
:ference | for maaan veneers held a ae! Tenn, ae 
a _° ee 3 @.% 
Me ) ENCLOSURE ac 0 BUREAU: Copy ‘of. June;. 19,0, edition of. magazine entitled 
s, aay ee Pini COSREISS" *. | 
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The’ BIRMINGHAM FISLD DIVISION ats 


> 


Birmingham, Alabama 
liobile, Alabama 


Montgomery, Alabems, aie 


. 
“a ~~, 


~~ 


Will make thorough and discreet investigation’ Goncerning - 
the National Negro Congress in accordance with reference teletyve con- 
tacting the usual sources cf information, such as, 


PEXDING. 
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New York, Ne XY: os PP eats, ‘7 : 


‘ vw ~<* ! ef . , . 
‘ ‘DATE WHEN MADE _-" “PERIOD FOR rms i jp >| ~REPORT MADE BY 
. WHICH MADE" 


1-23-41 he “2-23-40 | 
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~ NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS _ 


og 
» « ». 
° 2 Sc ¢ 
* 
2 Yaot @ 


; : | . - : I ele deh ee eed ee Ps 
SYNOPSISOFFACTS: — : Records in the office of the Secretary of State, ..°> 
as Sea _ Springfield, Illinois, do not reflect that sehe- | 
NATIQNAL NEGRO CONGRESS has filed articles of _ : 
incorporation in Illinois. Files in the Springfield” 


Division fail to reflect . information or. ~epesdancihh 
associations a , : 


e.0* 


~-£ 


4 
— P. _ ° 


. 


“Bureau teletype dated WATE. 


's 


T SPRINGFIELD , ILLINOIS: - 


in the Corporation Division, 
office of kr. EDWARD J. HUGHES, Secretary, State of ee 
Tllinois, after a check of the ‘records in that: division. Os oo 
_* advised that ‘the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS hati not filed'*¢ *: 
.. any articles of incorporation in Illinois. Files in ..: igs 5 8 
'. the Springfield Office fat) to reflect any inferaatich thn: 
aa subject association. eft, | ad “9 


re 


a +) UNDEVELOPED. es 0 AR 


By Ost a ’ 


THE: SPRINGFIEID OFFICE: At Moline, Galesburg, Rock PONS Peoria: 
East St. louis, Champaign, Danville, Kankakee and 5 field, 


will make appropriate check of the 
Saas = 
ch may be @ le concerning this a organisation 1 will be - 


ascertained. 


| COPIES DEYTROYED PENDING 
- @8 APR 21 idl 


_ COPIES OF THis REPORT 


4S. Bureau 
‘:2° New York ... 
2 Chicago (Inf) | 
“2 Springfield - 
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Rasiingtaa, Te Ce 
Jaracry 23, 17. 
. ~ 7 tor, , 
2 * Peéeral borcea of Inwostigetior 
> baz-4r: vton, Tie Ce 


£0: COAINIST PRORT ORGARI A) 7 


Pens ‘i573 


, Ones 


Reference is asde to Bureau taletypes dated 
fece: ber 26, 1929, and Jminary 22, 3941, to ail officas, 
Plcsre be atrised that since the latter part of Kovorber, 
19.°, tis office her been getocring co eicerodie iforsa- 
tion: en the various Cecammist Pront Oryarcistiona on the 
T4agtriet of Columbia, Ccn@ideralle informtic: hi: bean 
msce aveiletio on thi: type of aorzaniszatiize by newly 
eetcbiished Cc.ifidenticl Irforsante which has racessicated 
@n vnvevkl asour:t of t.vegticat‘<s eotivi zy on the part 
of t.is office. For ti» pest tvo nontrs J have bc Mired- 
Ager. @ workin: eicost evelusively on this. putter end the 
first report -5 be cute. ttted in thts conection is tert - 

of Special ager cuted Spee Miin b7C 


ac *. pe » £4@¢~ . 
teh fy t,5 ised > wneh as 
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4: coustetion. .4th tbe " 
mM te Lationas foyro. (vcs 98s, o/ 
Cuore accated in the (istiricte . og 


Tu -mey be ot2.66 Usat the filou of th: bast.ingtor. 
Feels T4vision contetiz practically no t.foruatia,. of value 
eone+Tiines the above orvanisatiens end detcited invests 
got‘. ¢€ in courvction with the ergenisaticns listed: a5" 
wurce: taletrpe of Lecenber L, ~— are being acces. a 
rapicly aps pops: tles | 
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Very truly jorre, 


PY CORT boc _ 
GIFT. - “wee 
reeset Agent in —— 


Ot a as 


BULL WIFORAL Cis C CONTAINED ak 


_* 
ea - 


HEREIN (S UNCLASSIFIED 
a 


- . is 
. _ 
“ , 
>. 


, 
«bein 
7 


ce 

= - , C ¢ 
Federal Bureau of Investigattu. 

WuitedD States Orpartiicnt of Justice 


es Moines, lowa 
January §, 1941. 
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iar iadhe ae Mab 


Special Agent. in Charge 
Mew York, Nev York 


a 


RE:: 


INTERVAL SECURIT. 


Dear Sir: 


A revier of the files of the Nes Yoines Office in .< 
connection rith the recuest contained in Sureau teletype addressed 
to all Special Agents ir Charge except ° “ashingtor. Field Office: dated 


vecember 17, 1940, reveals no information on the ebove entitled 
organizations. 
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tt Yer HGATION 


PLLWROY LAT CONTAINED | — JAN. <h Hi 
HEREINISUHOLE “ID 


| 
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DATE viel 24_ EY sh-f_6SK(RH 


ciat £gent in Charge Des Moines, lowa 
York, New York January @, 1941 


Des Meines, Iowe, and they adviscd that so far as their 
of information are concerned that none of the above 
nizatiors are cpcreting or have any representcztives in Iowa. 


Very truly yours, 
q 


Vs. ¥ ar" a 


Special Agent in Charge 


ar 


wid a ee 


ORE ro ep: 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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ee co cc ee” Come Soe ee oat 


CASE ORIGINATED AT NET’ YORK. on Bnd. 


_ ¥ 
i 


oh weg ss" "| BATE WHEN MADE 


WILADELPHI, PL. 1-25-41 + .| 12-2931-23,24; 


oO 
THE 2ATIONAL NeGRO CO? sees ic | Inte} ait 9  igheae ates = ge 


al 
» 


Ye 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: , wr. i tt oe a. 
Philsaelph:: files -on subject organisation, revieved. 
, ; ¢, os. : 


~~ oe 


eg RR OOF Bureau telet ye vat ted 12-17-40. 


.s DeTaLLs: At PHILADELPHIA rues <) 


The ‘Philedelp* ia file entit2 ed "Subversive Activities®. 
cor.teins .a directory of Unions Rf filia ted with the” ~- 
~-Philedelphie Industrial Union Council.” . This’ directory 
vas forwarded to the Bureau in Octover, 1939, ae. ee 
the original, with photostet copy,” was returnec: vO why : 
‘this office, under cover of Bureau lette: dated - ae 
October 17, 1939, entitled "Communist Activities in. 
the Jnited Stztes - Subversive éctivities ~ Bureau - 
file 61-7559 2". Be eee be sii pe | 
On page 19 of the dinvcetery. is‘a list of Aentetines 
e*Filiates of the Council. One of these ‘@ffilictes - 
The icticml Negro Congress, whose adiressyis;giyen. as 
614 North Fifty-sixth Street. The Secretary ‘was tas 
WILL IAL CNIISON, IR., witose home edd-ess is given as 
~ o> atl ae Firty-sixt:. Street. This notation is as 
of Februczry 1, 1939. This list of fraterpal aff iliztes 
fk ves called to the attention 
a JS 2 | ame: he indicated that The Natioral Nsro Congress wis 
-V “distinctly Communistic and he could not igént ify ‘the, nere 
a. ¥ 


- &. 


APPROVED AND ibis aan 


FORWARDED. me DO NOT WRITE in THESE SPACES. 


foie : _ tee AL / T4723 ray 92 [fee 7 7 194: 


cor ics or THIS REPORT 


te BUREAU 
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se ; File 100-869 
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WILLIAY C. JASON, JR. 


* The Philadelv-ia files entitled Communistic Activities in’the United - 
Stetes, Subversive Activities, contains Personal and Con*idéntieal 
letter to the Director from this office dated Ausust 1, 1940; reletive 47D 
_to a conversstion hed with ED <2 which - : 
‘fhe advised thet GOLDIE-ERWIN, colored, is the phia secretary wer : 
of the Netionsl Negro Congress, ERWIN being an intimate associate’. of: 
RUSSELDWATSON ‘colored, either former or present secr ‘of the — 


yr is not knom to ‘th 


5 he “e made of the report 3 in this case of Special Age ) | 
=che, Nebreska, dated 1-9-41, wherein it is reportéd | ‘that. . 


Jocél Courciis of the Negro Congress hzxd been’ formed at ane’ time . 
eat Priledelziia, Pa, and et Coatesville, Pe. | 


ER 
- UNLDEVELOFED LEADS - 


2t PHTLADEL?2 ITA, PA - Will questitn * 


: t lenger for fresh information con- 
cerning sudject orgenization. 5 OSE psg toe page tM Me 


‘At COATESVILIS, Ph - Fill co = nae to 
ascertein wne ther the local Council*is in ‘operetion in thet. vicinity. 
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~ -eral @ureau of Luurstigatie,, e 


United States Departiient of Justice 


atlantc, Guor bp Ga) 
Janusry 22, 1941 
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the above nuntdonc * orroniz2zticn. 
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o thorsura revicw 
current investif¢stion R:s faile 
am; 26: .Cltin:: tie this OF Tohie eae 28 

in the ati-ats Picl* Division. 
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orecnizs $9n will be kept in win’, any Pin tne 
oncernines it is ‘.velope: in the 
. thoroush investiration will be ance 
2 e. request .in’s in reference trlc-type. 
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Spvcizl agent =; Charge, mer ae 
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FEDPRAL BUREAU OF INVE 


Form No. 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATEDAT WEy YORK CITY, Ne Ye 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 


SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 1e2h-L1 12-19, 31-40, 


br "23 23 
| NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS ‘ INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: A review of the files in Salt Lake City 
Office and information from confidential 
informants does not indicate that subject 
organization has existed in Salt Lake City 
or in Sat lake City Field pa Visions however, 
DAVID us [OLIVER, colored attorney, “alt Lake 
City, is ‘very active in Communist activities 

has been interested in the promotion of 


tha&National Association for the Advancement 
of Qlored People, 


RUC 


REFERSNCE: bureau teletype to all offices except i:ashinzton 
Field Office, dated December 17, 1940. 


Di TAILS: Al SALT LAK® CITY, UTAH 


A review of the files in the “alt Lake City Office did 
not disclose any information indicating that the National Negro Congress 


has ever existed as an organization at Salt Lake City or in y" Salt 
Lake City territory. 


7¢ Dp 
ontacts were had  _———, 
———. They pia Chat t edge the s 
Zatvion hes never_exyis : vad the od Lake 
peso Field Division. | f 5 € 
FE, OLIVER, a Nesro attorney at oz Lake y 
who renderec Pal services to the 


SOrie Nieun the filing of "he Communist Farty 
slate for the Utah State Ballot in the 1940 general election, would 


MS 


APPROVED AND } SPECIAL AGENT 


FORWAR LAMAN AN ys Cranes DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 

UDiES j ee qs Pe ee 
po kri-Bk-4961 YB Oke Be Em 
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COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


li 
(a Pruzeas AIR VATL 
New York City 


3 Salt Lay CARON; a oh 4 Ay 


REIN 1S UNCLASSIF - mat al CL 
OnE a {BY SP 


yy : ; 2 , Ve as ,3% “et ; 
> e's . ; r ; >. * . + & -* 3 2 . : a ti. 
i. et ale ia ites fain pee 
~ oe ° ‘ ' ay » Oe ‘, o > _¢ a 


Sa 7 oy ack. - 


Fe the apobighie leader of any Commusiist ‘thie EE SM mid ©: 

cor.fidentiel informant advised that it was his belief that DAVID E. 
“OLIVER has beer. interested in the National Association for.,the Advance— 

ment of Colored Feople, tut that there was no indication thet CLIVER 

has organized the National Negro Congress at Salt Lake city: or r Saat 

the organization exists under A Bessa er a at ala 


— o * . . ‘ 
, a8. . ‘ . * 


~~ 


sion, G-2, 2 copy of which was received:in the Salt Lake City” ‘Office. 
on June 6 1940, it is indicated that DAVID H. OLIVER, "President. of = 
Utah Branch, Ntional Nesro Congress," was speaker at an afternoon . ik 


session cf a Communist convention held on hay 12, 1940 at Selt. ‘Lake > 
Citye . 


. AT LAS VeGaS, NEVADA 


Special Acent 


wno advised that to their knov mLedge the 


., Rational i.gero Congress has never been organized at Las —- or 62 ? ¢c td 
| vicinity. 3 


as 
a 
° 7 


referréd special ico I 


subject gene rte had been ee amonz the colored. people at 
Las Vegas. Ga that as a veteran of the last 
World War ana is réezerded to be loya rustworthy. 


advised Special agent 


all the various colored elements in Las Vegas, and that no * Commun ste | 
organizations exist among the colored groups. 


‘G Special Agent -_nterviewe = 
who resides Les Vegas, who has furnished valuable 
information to that Agent on other occasions, perteinine to colored _. 270 = 
. groups in Las Vegas, and advised that she wag positive : 
' that no Commnist sccieties were in ecistence among the colored people : 

a was Vegas, Nevada. 7 


i 


a oITY r KEVADA 


Special Agent contacted 


who advised that to their imowledge subject organise 10D 
had never existed at arson City. anu vicinity. ee 


AT SPARS, NEVADA 


~Ows G& par Sy ,Cvada, wnvlc CC aus ° yy 
Teslal agen and they advised tat:to their knowledge the. Com . 
munist rarty or an; of its Spont ‘organizations had never been activa” 


“~ . 2 < abu ee de 
in that vicinity. Fe ene is ea ee 


?. 


: ". 6 : —_ . “ . m : r + : 
» » oy ‘ fo ; cy hs a a fe “he : . 
AY RENO, .SVADA ‘Gan * | ae 


Special 


stated tast they %.ad no information that the — rganization nad-4ae 
ever been active in that vicinity. © © : mes ; | wr 
Special Acent AD = also senkdevot Wiis we PIES, " United : 
States “ttorney y. a member of the Americanism Committee of the Accsrican™ 
Legion, “weno, who advised that he had‘ received no reports that the | 
suoject organizetion was active an that part of the Bre: ache : 


wne advised that tney haa no inforzetion thet tne subject organization 
2d utr p ad sr . ys ci r, Special «cen “150 contacted 


sno stated that they nac 
‘never nearad thet suvject har tac! was ever active "ip . thet vicini: ue 
- 2 are (470 
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ARFLARSD UPON OOMPLET ION 0 THE OFFICE OF carom a 


. Veders) Bureau of lavestigation: 
Yas ington, dD. C. 


Re: COMMUNIST FRONT ORGANTZATIORS 
DATEFMAL SECURITY - (2) my 


Dear fir: ci 
ae ms 

Reference is mace to Bureat teletype *. ~- 
Gate: SJamiry 22, 1941 in this matter. This mttcr is being 
given ettentio by this Office, Reports have been ne 
on the following orgenizs tions! | 


i an 4 ’ ‘* " ra +. "s , J >: , 
. ) . Vv: ave -y 

“Serr TU Ce ys ee 

“ 


fi 
e 


: Invectigation has beex conducte? on = -* 
all ovmenta: thane listed in Bureau tel«type of iuceiber 17, 
1°40 end th: result of this investigeticn is being assinilated 
together with the informstion obteined from a review of the - 
filee of this 8 . Bevorts beve deen dicteted on the fol- . 


‘. F.C. SURM 
ALL IFORMATICN Fern T, tiie 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ; 


ae. oats . 7 7 - + 
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¥ - ‘ ‘a wry . ~ * . 2 F o J e's . —- 


corm. No.1: =" . a ee ae is DE 
TED AT Kew York City - ON 8 le ee Andy 5 FILE NO. 100-490,” 5g 


THIS CASE ORIGIF : . vod 
ger , . ; , _wv rE Ax 


—— 


DATE WHEN MADE | PERIOD FOR “yeti! REPORT MADE BY 
: WHICH MADE - ' 


| Portland, Oregon 129-4) 2=31—40 & 
t=22>25,27=4t— 


— 


Tru dl y a 


(. 
NATIONAL NEGRS CONGRESS 


a ere eee = = ——_—_— 
ee ee a 
- ; ‘ 
- . 


~- ‘ . - . 
. . ' . Pa =~. © , 
> © . - 


The Portlané Office has no record of the » 
National Necro Congress, Further investi~ 
gation beinz conductec by 


Pe 
Bureau teletypes dated Decesber 17, 1940 
and Jenuery 22, 1941.” wn: 5 4 Sy tier-® eke BL 


. ’ 
*~« 
5° a * e oS . 


: earn ee pee a eee ee of the Portland Office fails to. 
disclose any record of the National Negro Congresss ps vee ate, 


This metter has been assicred to th 
~ for furtrer investigation and tc date no report has been received: b?D 


res } : zee Astoria,: Oregon, ——_aenaIRN! Coosé . 


county, Coquille, Oreson report they have no re.ord of this orgenizetion in their 
‘respective jurisdictions, Selen, Oregon, Les no- record of the | 


organization anc further reper at.same is not dncorporated in the State cf -"° we: 
Orepor. Reouests have also been made of Klema th Fells, 


send, erd Evcene, Oregon for any information or this organization, * “", 49% 
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Confidential ‘sources ‘unable to secure any information > 
indicating instant organization in operation in .%. = 
Seattle District. | #4 go! 
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becn made with reference to 

. to establish whether this organization is known or active in the 5 
District, es we 


‘the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS, in an effort. 
Seattle 


hed Ob 


- ~~ 


_ of Immigration and Naturalization.Service, all of Seattie, Washington. . 
‘+, Each source: has been unable to establish: ‘that’ the: =e: NEGRO CONGRESS 
has been active in the State of Washington.- - , | ; aie. 
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SYNOPSISOFFACTS: Investifetion conducted in Greater Kansas City fails 
vo disclose the existence or any activity on th? rart of 
subject orgenization. , 
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REFEREICE: Bureeu teletynes to all Field Offices dated 12/17/40 and; 
. 1/22/41, re COMTZST FRONT ORGANIZATIONS (100-$57). 
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At Xanscs City, Missouri 


current city and telephone directorics of Croste* Kerss * 
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creater sinses City end 49D 

tné records of . 

pangs . 

City; tne records c : ” 47> 
and: could 

rind no record of the existence of any orgenization: in 

Greater Varnsas City known as the Netional Negro Congress. 


Likewise, ,ne records of 
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 Sppecial Agus€ SD «ciz0c' ‘thie ‘newspaper. ‘clippings © 
in the morgue of the Karsas City Star and could find no.’ - 
record of & revort of any activities of tne National Negro 
Concress in the Kensas City Fiela Division territory< 

to 
Likerise, the files of the Kansas City Bureau Of fice raontain 
no reports or ro ern Ten on the activities of the ) atiove . 
~organizetion in this Gistricte | ed hh oe ak Be cat gS PR 
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UXDEVrLOPED LEADS: 
KanNSaS CITY FIELD Di VISION 


£t Jonlin, Springfield, St. Joowwh. and Jefferson City, Missouri, : 
wili trrough it: contects thére endeavor to ascertain whether. 


or not the National Nezro Congress is in existence in. those... 
‘cities : ; a. ey ee ‘7 ¢2. be. : 
; . 7 Oe as er. fe SUE Be 
+ S60 GE RE ae ‘ 
At Tcocexe and Tichita, hansas, vill conduct a similar*investi- ~ 
cation tor the purpose of determining whether or not the. 
‘ational Negro Conzress is functioning in those localities. 
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cronts bogien in 1920 under Ccmmurnist 
tne uarae os this mnovercnt 
for Struggle for pape 


nel Negro Coneress ir. 

rs. national negro -corgrcss 
ith 767 dolegutes present, 

representing izetions with membership 

of over penton Tne Chicago Council of 

tne Noti:-nal Nozre Conz ess held a bgp meu tin 

—1 May 2936. Tno second ravdonal t Wore Consrecs 
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The Netionel Negro Congress throug: thcir 
and congress:s statc it is 
ct the anvi-lynehins bill 
ngarne wisn", for American Pccces ) 
ana Sos woacy, und ‘for the general imnrovemen’.. 
and ecuciity os the Negro race. a 
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i ee Bureccu weletyoe deted Decomber 


AS Chse..GU, TLE ‘O18 


Yollowing invormetion was ooteiaca on the 
Cc oe. See. : . Pong. Bi es aie 

i Lites O71, Ul: mers . entivitics 
pi antea in 138, 52; 53 * On CIRO Fav. 


Cos .uv.i8t movement among tla i-cfrocs b:. tho 
is andér the direction of the Communist Purty 
| Sictes emi the Naticnaa Nog: congress. «he 
aitéern.tione] engin natda:. is the professional intcrnatjon.a 
creds union conmittss of hcgro workers, which is thc section 
of the ted Inturnational mdinces sgl talons of icseor 
rOVomcnt accoruins to "Economic S-. 
CY Jas cas Me 3 lus, Rabe 2ist Cay , 
sUSTLCS, G29. 2tESuG 1f th makte : 3 “Ztates f: 3.020 L422 
FAICTS 2242 BCL 20%. TS Galjed the Leegue fcr Struggle fom Nocrs 


Racatc”. ih 27ae the Foi? lowing were its officers: § --«.* 
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SILLIAMN Lf PATIFROON 
EC. TRY MGND” 
BESJAUIU JY DAVIS, JR: 
HOSE PART 
DR. PRUE of YOUNG 
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IMI" J. DAVIS, JR., cditor of 
Liberator 


members of the National Council teri: 
we 
seh ODSEY, Internctioncsl Workers Ordsx.-+ 
1 08h {:; af; 
ACh HATHA fAY.of the Daily .orzser 
YCwwer, Communis*. arty 
0; priya Taverntiadgunal Lebor D=:ter:s< 


ee ‘ab? th Oe 


SsiUpCRl., Young Comaniist Lecaguc 
Anca Gln Ovhers ars wioltionec. 


Thos tear 47 enlls Yor class a ag ging Yy ond 
ev..tes tict it org ed ths first faAnericaon Negro Li.bo r Gongress, 
Case. Wes F312 ah St. 742 Comsunists proxis-ia the necres 
RS. 23 GS sus Aatses Csr BAVCK MOLvl". Smo. CGS STS | promised 
thes: cenrisentisa: of Land asa industries frem t: waite “owners 
OM. TUPhine GVer of t.cs tt: 2. Aeerocs. Tis 3 
stated tr2% ths cor.2Prcs: eed in wes van of 
Lisus orgzitdsers to js ae S7FCUS, wali 
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Che VLOMuanist Terec 


tod Btaonal corre Coneruss alse tuecx uy shes dolce: cu 
sduro la ETC, wnaeh is ths pet hobuy ef the Combunist 
Cullod sor rovorence “o the lescers ¢f “nu. Bioca 
revolution in the cigntecntn century. Auong those scndins 
grvitings to th: sccund mationt.l congress were JORN Lief SETS of 
the C.1.0., TOMMY from San Quentin Prison, ond I. MAG.ILIA:: 
fxecin, Sserctury of tna National Asscciation for the Advancement 
oF the colored Pecrlo; BriyGOLD, Covrrunist, ai prssidvnt of 
the internutionel Fur Vorkars Union. JAMES FORD wi 9 ozunigs B ge ¥ 
leudsr, and perenniel candidate for vice president on the - a 
States on the Commumist Party ticket, was th. keynote speaker 
at tne scecne National Negro Congress. 
_maxfrec, Associcte to the Natioucl 
of th: w- , Noera . heparsss delivered the s.cond ¢S5. 
YENGA! 3 mn clicn, South African. He is balay Ver 
th: offices: “1 pial 230 orpauizetion, Sunday a ecntal ond ce operatcs 
With other Communictic orgonéz:.tions. PHILISG AushkaYy, C.£.C. 
orficial, sud lerder of th: Stcel Norkers Organizin? Consi$tor; 
wes .1so 2 speakor. He seid tue C.I.0. was open ts men 
of eny pelitical telicf, race and crecd. de eccpersted ' ith 
Comzunists in setting up tne paternal orders eommittoc. 
Sams congress at Philedelphie gructings were received +.% : 
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iss fron the vere Communists in the od Front Araiee 
» and from FSPAHOL MARTINEZ Communist President of 
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. , he Commmistic organization, pend pow Friends of the av ved es 
. Crary *\ People, wero among the sperkcrs. ‘The poems of LANGSTON manny 
"were read by DOROTHY GRAY. EUGHES is o Commmist leader and .: “ ne: . 

writer. This same congross adopted a resolution endorsing ae pe ee 

"Communist American Studont Unicow Program end Activities*®.-iZt <= “¥ 

ondursed the Commmist-Theist—Free Lovo eee Cremcuned} th 

Detain located at Neoneh, Arkanses. < - 
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The ebove is being-usod es a sroteen showing gi st 


‘ton ‘ecmo tin © in 1935 for the purpose of ‘ 
‘> ~ ffor e national nogro consress. On a iettorhoad addressod to the" 
-3..? 4 Saieago brench located at 4401 8. Park Way, Chicago, 

: Gatod January 31, 1935, the officers of this Lata 

were listod as: 7 ; 
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A. PHILLIP RANDOLPH, Prosident 

JOHN P. DAVIS, Secretary 

MARION CUTHBERT, Troasurer - © AT ISESRS 
JOSE?H EVANS, sees Treasurer , ieee 
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National office - m7 Florida Avoona ee ao oe ee ot ee 
Rashington, B. © ae ae ro ag Ag eae 


~~, oe ae i ares oo e ~ ~ 


, = ~ AS, - 


= 


= coh ~~. 
. - > ‘ + .- 


ee er " = ee, 3 =F - ._- 


E:.closed with this stenciled letter asking for 
donations wns ea four page pamphiet entitled "Carll for Netional. 
Negro Congress", which it steted was to be held at Chicago, 
Illinois on February 14, 1936. The rims of this rirst 
Nationel Negro Congress were - 


"The Natienal Negro Congress will be no new 
organization, nor dees it suck to usurn the work of existing 
organizations. It will seek rather to accomplish unity of cction 
of existing org.nizations. | 


It is with these objectives clearly in mind thet 
we propose for discussion and action by the Congress the issucs 
outlined below: 


1. The right of Negroes to jobs at decent living weirtcs 
end for the right to join all trade wnions. fFcr the 

right to equal wages und equal labor conditions vith other 

workers. For the orzanization of Negrv vtorkers with 

their fellow white siorkers intc denocraticnlly controlled 

tride unions. 


2. Relief ond security ror every needy Negro fcmily; 
end, for genuine scci:l and uncmplceynent insursnce 
Without discriminetion. 


3. Aid to the Negre farm nopulation, to case the burden 
of debts. and texnticn; for the right of farmers, 
tenants and shsrecreppers to orgcnize and bargain collectively. 


4. A fight against lynching, mob violence and pclice 
brutality; for enactment of a fedcernl anti-lynching law; 
- for the right to vote, serve on juries and enjoy complete 
civil liberty. 


5. The rignt of Nerro youth to eyuzl opnertunity ia 
education and in the cconomic life of the community. 


6. For complete equality for Negro women; fer their 

right, 2long with oll women, to caunl pay for equrl 
work; for thcir right to « suitcble environment for themselves . 
end their children—cn environment waich demrnds adequate 
nousing, gecd scho:ls, and recreational facilities; for their 
right to organize as cunsumers. 


7. To oppose war and fascism, the attempted subjugation 

of Negro people in Ethiopia, the oppression of 
colonial nations throughout the world; for the indepondonce 
of Ethiopia. . | 


ENDORSERS OF THE NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 


NEW YORK 


Mrs. Ernest Alexander 
Mr. James W. Ashford 
Miss Anna Caples | 
Mr. Elmer a. Carter 
Miss Marion Cuthbert 
Mr. Ben Davis 

Mr. Jumes HW. Ford 
Maurice Gates 

Lester Grangor 

Albion Hartwell 
Francis Henson 

Charles Houston 

Mr. Manning Johnson 
Mr. Emmett M. May 

Mr. B. F. McLaurin 
Reverend A. Clayton Powell 
Mr. A. Philip Randolph 


Miss Louise Thompson 
Mrs. Cordelle A. Winn 
Reverond Thomas Herten 
Mrs. Estelle Pitzgerald 
Mrs. Tamar West 


MICHIGAN 


Miss Pearl Alterman 
reverend G. ®. Baber 
tir. Joc Billups 

diss Lovise Blackman 
hiss Irene Bloom 

Mrs. nosa Blount , 
Mr. L. C. Blount 

4iss mmclla N. Cabule 
fir. A.C. Childs 

iiss Thelme Cornwell 
fir. John Dancy 

Miss Florence Daniels 
Mr. Alexander Dean 
Hr. R. J. Evans 

Mrs. Melz-tte C. Gamble 
Mr. Snow F. Grigsby 
Miss Elizabeth L. Guiley 
Mrs. W. A. Kendrick 
ir. Hayward Mabrin 
Mr. John MeaAdoo 

Miss Maude M. Morris 


MICHIGAN (ccnt'd.) 


Mr. Crovford Nelson 
Mos. Fannie Puck 
Rev. W. P. Peck 


Attorney C. LeBron Simmons 


Miss Beatrice Simmong 
Mrs. Christine Smith 
Mr. &. C. Smith 

Mr. Thomas R. Soiomon 
Mr. Herchell H. Stewert 
Attorney Maurice Sugar 
Miss Beatrice C. Terrel 
Mrs. Beaulah Whitby 

Mr. Edwcord Williams 

Mr. George R. Wilson 
Mr. Herbert D. Wisdom 
Miss Jennette Vorlds 
Miss Helen M. Wright 
Mrs. Mary Zuk 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 


Mr. Ben jllen 

Gilbort Brunfiecld 

. George ¥. Beasley 
Roscce Brown 
. Sterling Brown 

» Ralph Bunche 
Miss Nannic H. Burroughs 
Mr. Tansel Butler 
Mrs. Myre Callis 
Mrs. Florence Collias 
Mr. Calvin Cousins 
Mr. John #. Davis 
firs. Hilda Evans 
Mr. Joseph H. B. Evans 
Mr. Dutton Ferguson 
Mr. Howard Fitzhugh 
Mr. Lionei Florant 
Mr. William Hastie 
tir. Eugene Holmes 
Mr. Sidney Jackson 
Rov. W. H. Jernagin 


Mr. John A. Lenkford 


=~Dr. Alain Lecke 


Mr. Val Lorwin 

Mr. Benjamin Marsh 
Dean Kelly Miller 
Mr. George B. Murphy, Jr. 
Mrs. Helen E. Newberry 
kir. Harry W. Payne 

Mr. Robert Rey 

Mr. H. M. Smith 

Mr. A. Langston Tsylor 
irs. Mary Church Terrell 
Mr. Prentice Thomas 

Mr. Frenklin Thorne 

Mr. Frederick S. Wenver 
Mr. J. Finley Wilson 

Mr. Howard D. Wocdson 


MARYLAND 
Bultimore 


Mr. Bornard Ades 

Mr. Robert J. Banks 
Mr. Albert Giumberz 
Mr. John T. Dorsey 
Dr. Mason A. Hawkins 
Mr. Willicm N. Jonos 
Mra. Edword S. Lewis 
Mr. Edward Lewis 
Mrs. Samuel Morsell 
Mr. Samuel Mcrsell_ - 
fir. George B. 'furphy, Sr. 
Rev. D. E. Rice 

Mr. Chestcr Seward 
Miss Margeret Williams 
Mrs. Estelle Young 


ILLINOIS 
Chicago 


Mr. Solomon Adler 

Dr. M. O. Bonsefield 
Bishop James A. Bray 
Attorney Oscar Brovm 
Attorney Charles Yesley Burton 
Bishop R. A. Carter- 

Mr. James A. Davis 

Mr. Edwarc L. Doty 

ir. Charies S. Duke 

Mr. Alex WY. Dunlap 

Miss Thyra Edwards 

Miss ModelineEvans — 

Mr. A. L. Foster 

Mrs. Irene Gaines 

Mr. Harris 5. Gaines 
Mrs. Lillian Gaskins 

Mr. James G. Gentry 

Mr. J. Thomas Gray 

Miss Helena Harper 

Mr. Harry Haywood 

Mr. Percy Hines 

Mr. B. J. Jennings 

MR. Dewey Jones 

Mrs. Jeannette Jones 
Attorney Sidney A. Jones 
Mr. J. Levirt Kelly 
Miss Harriet Glover Keys 
Senator William E. King 
Rev. Yarold Kingsley 

Mr. G.: Stephens Marchman 
Mr. Tom McKenna 

Mr. A. C. McNeal 

Mr. Joel Miles 

Mr. Irving Mollison 

Mrs. Letitic Myeécs 

Mrs. Neva Ryan 

Mr. Samucl Stratton 

Mr. Edward ©. Stron 
Attorney R. Esdras Turner 
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Bishop W. J. Walls 
Dr. Mary Fitcbutler Waring 
Mr. Thomas S. Watts 


MISSOURI 


Mirs. Myrtie F. Cook, Kenses City 
Mr. Herman Dreer,; St. Louis 
Atty. Henry Espev. St. Leuis 
Bishop Noch Williems 


KiNSAS 
Mr. Willie Spen. Fort Scott 


DELAVIARS 
Atty. Louis Redding, Wilmington 
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urs. Evelyn V. Brock, VYestfield 
Frank Griffin, Paterson 
frs. Alice Arrington 
Mrs. Grace Valentine 
Mr. Willi-m kh. Valentine 


ARKANSAS 


Atty. Scivio Jones 
Mrs. Leah Duncan 


TEXAS 


Mr. Joseph Alfred 
Mr. Robert Pierce 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Mx. John H. B. Mayes 

Dr. J. K. Wells 

Mr. Edward Hutchinson 

Dr. Charlotte Hawkins Browm 
Mrs. Josephine Kyles 

Mrs. Edmonia Grant 

Mr. Peter Jeffers 
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Attorney A. C. Platt 
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WISCONSIN 
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KENTUCKY 
Mr. Warren Morning 
Mr. A. H. Bownan 


OHIO 
Mrs. Lethia Fleming 
Mr. Eugene Cheeks 
Miss Maude White 
Miss L. Pearl Mitchell 
Rev. D. Ormond Walker 
Rev. Horace White 
Rev. James P. Foote 
Dr. R. R. Wright 
Bishcp Reverdy C. Ransome 
Rev. E. D. Moore 
las. Estelle Davis 


LOWA 
Mr. Charles P. Howerd 
Mrs. S. Joc Brown 


CALIFORNIA 
Mr. Loren Miller ; 
lMir. How:rd F. Jones 
Rev. J. L. Caston 


MASSACHUSETTS 
Mr. George Blake 


GEORGIA 

Bishop fl. A. Fountain 
Mr. Reginald Johnson 
Mr. Jesse 0. Thomas 
Mr. Jesso Blayton 
Mr. Forrestcr Washington 
Mrs. Florence J. Hunt 
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Rev. 5. N. Vass 
Dr. Jonn M. Miles 
Mrs. F. H. Shakleford 
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irs. Mary McDougal 
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Mr. Osear Seffold 


Mr. Jack Thomas 


Mr. A. D. Mathews 
Mrs. Merie Butler 


INDIANA | 
Rev. A. Marshall Talley 


FLORIDA 
Mr. T. Crawford 


PENNSYLVANTA 
Mr. Joseph Baker 


. Mrs. Addie Dickerson 


ir. Weyne L. Hopkins 
Mr. John M. Marquess 
Mrs. Helcn L. Pinkett 
Mr. Samuel H. Reading 
Miss Moe P. Kapirn 

Mr. B. D. Amis 

Mr. Thomis Nabried 
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PENNSYLVANIA (cont'd.) 

Mr. Zander A. Dock3ry, Jr. 
ir. A. W. McPherson 

idr. Hilliam Thornton 

Mr. James E. Simons 

Mrs. Maud P. Coleman 


VIRGINIA 
Mr. Randolph white 
Mr. Doneld Burke 
Mr. Harry . Robcrts 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Mr. Lowell Watson 
Mr. T. G. Nutter 
Mr. W. J. Tront 


SHHRUBHEHHS 


first Netional Negro Congress wis. 

mnt Armory, 39th and Giles Avenue on Fobruary 14, 1936. 
The files ‘further showed that A. PHILIP RANDOLPH, Nation2zl President 
of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters was one who had represcnted 
the Negro citizenry at this congress. The file showed he guve up 
his Commnin, 6% Party membership when he brought his organization into 
the Americen Federntion of Labor, but the three other lencders to be 
at Me congress were open and avowed Communists. JAMES WY. FORD 
was a cendidnte for vice president of the United States on the 


Communist Party ticket in 1932. LANGDON HUGHES is a negro pormo- 44 
graphic poet, and nee Communist agitator of race 
strife. The recor er snowed that Mayor EDWARD J. KELLY 

of Chicago wns announced to spexk at the opening session. It 

must be remarked that the Congress called the National Negro Congress 

to be held February 14, 1936, will not be the first one that the 

negroes of the United States have held. The first one originally 

called in Chicayo in October 1925 as the American Negro Congross 

by ROBERT MINOR ond a group of ultra radicals, chingsd its name 

to the League of Struggle for Negro Rights at the St. Louis vreee 

November 16, 1930. 
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LANGSTON HUGHES in 1930 was president S but ROBERT 
MINOR still exercised a directing hand as one of the vice 
prisidents. 


The status of this Congress as an officisl Communist 
subsidiary wus attested to by the president, Wiliiam 2. Foster, 
Clarence Hathavay, Robert Y. Dunn, Bon Geldstein ond other 
Communists on its nativnni council. 


At the First Nationsl Negro Congress held in Chicago 
ss. PHILIP RANDOLPH mentioned above was unanimously elected 
president of the National Negre Congress, which in its closing 
session Sunday night vcted tau continuc as a ong ment organizition. 
RANDOLPH, i11 in New York, wes uncble to attend the congres 
on to serve with hin were JON P. DAVI 7 a ‘leshington, 

secretary, MiSS MARION midge Wational Y.i.C.a. treasurer. 
(11 three had been acting in their bt anal since 
DAVIS first began the orgsnicer work on the congr.uss, called 
tha sponsoring committee. A totnl of 767 dclez-tes registered 
representing 551 orgs enisations of a total nembership of 3322, O53. 
Thers vere 214 civic sroups and sucieties which sent delegates, 
80 trade unions sent delzgn2tes, 76 church and religious orzaniza- 
tions, 70 fraternal societies, 44 political groups and parties, 
tyro youth orzenizetions, 19 women's organisations, 13 educationsl 
orgenizations, end 5 professional grecups. 


This congress in a beck published, called the 
"Resolutions of the National Negro Congress", the follovinz 
st.toment was made cn p2ze 5 by JOHN P. DAVIS, Secretary 
of th2 National Nerro Congress - "I am uot a Communist, but 
while I am not oa Communist, I am willing te go devm fighting 
for the rignts of any negro ts exercise his constitutional 
right as 2 free man to join the Communist Party or any 
other party he may choose to join". 


Internationclly known speakers schedulcd to be 
at this conzress ‘ere: 


Mayor EDWARD J. KELLY, JaMES ‘7. FORD, CHARLES VY. 
BURTON, L/WGSTON HUGHES, ROBERT S. ABBOTT, 4NGELO HERNDON ,~ 
JON P. DAVIS, MARION CUTHBERT, LESTER GRAINCER. The pamphict 
shoving these sperkers listed the Nationrl Nemc Congres’! 
Chicago officco, 4401 S. Perk icy; in an article in the Chicagzu 
Tribune, Fsoruary 15, 1936, DR. CHARLES VESLEY BURTON of the Chicago 
Sponsoring Committee, onened the Nativuneal Negro Congress. Dn. 
BURTON is a lawyer, xcnd was formerly 2 pastcr of the colored 


<r 


Congregational Church in Chicagq Others who were to speak were 
Professor ROBERT MORRSS LOVETT of the University of Chicago, Vice 
President of the League against ‘iar end Fascism, "The Red Front", 


i 1 2¢, D 


In a series of four articles in the Daily “orker, 
March 13, 14, 16 and 17 by BEN DAVIS, JR., under the heading of 
the National Negro Congress tasks end achievements are estimuted 
the militant-progress of the Negro Congress, and rallies the 
broadest support. The Negro Congress must strengthen its trade 
union base, and the Negro Congress landmark in the struggle 
for liberation. These four articles ap .caring in the Communist 
newspaper were written discussing in detail tne various principles 
that are set out as obiectivces above for the National Negro Congrcss, 
aprxealing especially to the negro reader of the Communist Daily 
Worker newspaper. 


The First Netional Negro Congress was held February lA, 


15, 16 and 17, 1936, as mentioncd above, and was devoted to the 
following soctions: 


First gonerel session held Friday February 14; 
trade union section was held Scturday, Fobruary 15th; youth section 
saturday February 15th; women's scctiog Saturday February 15th, 
and the Civic Association Section Saturdny February 15th; church 
section Saturday morning February 15th, the Government \Viorkers 
section, February 15th; special section February 15th; Wear and 
Fascism section Saturduy afternoon February 15th; Social 
security section February 15th; Industrial Labor section, 
February 15th; Civil Liberties Section, Februxzry 15th; Negro 
Business Section Scturday Februcry 15th, Foreign Born Section 
February 15th; Interracial Scction February 15th; second general 
session Saturduy evening Februcry 15th; War and Fascism, Sunday 
February 16th; Social Security Section, Sunday February 16th; 
Industrial Lebor, February 16th; Civic Association Section, 
February 16th; Negro Culture end History Februcry 16th, «nd 
Farm Population Section February 16th 


Third generel session, Sunday cvening Februcry 16th; 
Trade Union Section, Monday Februnry 17th; Women's Section 
February 17th; Church Section February 17th. 


Fourth General Session 11:00 A.M. 
fondey, February 17th - 


Meeting Hcld M2zy 26, 1936, Sponsored by the 
Chicago Council of the National Negro Corgress. 


The circular snowed that this mecting was held at the 
Poro Little Theatre, 4401 South Park Way, May 26, 1936. This 
was advertiscd to be 2 special and important meeting. There 
will be tio main reports on the public utilities campaign for 
securing jobs for negroes, snd campcign to race finances. Every 
organization wes urged to send delegites. This notice was signed 
by CHARLES WESLFY BURTON, Cheirman and HENRY J. JOHNSON, 
Executive Secret ry of the Chicago Council of the Nutional 
Negro Congress. The headquarters for this Chicago branch of the 
National Negro Congress was listed as 4254 Indians Avenue 
the main purpose of the formation of the Chicago Council was to 
bring about unity of action among all organizntions righting 
for negro rights, and working for the complete auancipcation of the 
Negro race. A further rim and objective was to federnte, co- 
ordinate and consolidate the brcin power, bravwm power and the 
financial power, »s well 2s the moral ene spiritual power of ell 
negroes, and their friends and their relenticss fieht for freedom. 
This mecting was addressed to all churches, lsbor unions, 
business, civic, social and fraternrl orginizntions. This invi- 
tation went on to point out discrimination in public utilities 
against the hiring of negro emplcyecs. 


SECOND NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS b 70 


Second N-ation=ineere 5s w.s neld in roilndelphic, 
Pennsylvenia October 16, 17, "1937. In = booklet published by 

the Second National Negro Congress entitled "Official Proceedings", 
it is noted that there were 1149 delegates present. MR. A. 

PHILTP RANDOLPH, President of the National Negro Congress 

presided. The president calied upon the national secretary, 


MR. JOHN P. DAVIS, to mcke his report. A summary of “MR. DAVIS' 
report follows: 


The National Negro Congress has during the last 
18 nonths, made very repid strides in the progressive movement 
in America. The work has centered mcinly around the 
following activities: 


Trade Unions; Civil Liberties; Legislation; 

Youth; Pence; Heclth and Housing. The Congress 
corried through active campaigns among negroes in support cf 
maritime strife on the erst and Pacific Coasts. It published 
literature and held mass meetings. In tne auto industry it has 
distributed leaflets, held mss meetings, furnished voluntecr 
organizers. These workcre now in seven locations, hive won 
three successful strikes, and have turned over these workers 
to the C.1I.0. 


In the ficld of civil liberties they have campzigned 
against the Black Legion activities in Detroit «nd Cleveland, 
against police brutality in Weshinkton, D. C.; for elimination 
of text books which insult the Negrs people in public schools. 


In the fell of lust yearthe Naticnal Negro Congress 
sont National. Youth Chairman EDWARD E. STRONG to the World Youth 
Congress in Geneva. They have held numerous meetings in 
opxosition to Italian fascists'agression in Ethionia, supported 
efforts in defense of Loyalist Spain, opposed faulty neutr2lity 
lezislation. 


“MR. JOHN P. DAVIS in his financicl repvort stated 
total receipts of $5,527.86; total disbursements of 
$5,318.86 on hand es of September 1, 1937 $209.00. 


On October 17, 1937, election of officers twok place. 
A. PHILIP? NANDOLPH was electred president. The following vice 
presidents were olacted: ARTHUR HUFF FAUCETTE, MAX YERGAN, 
CHAPLES WESLEY BURTON, W. H. JERNAGIN, THYRA ED!ARDS. | 
National Secretery JOHN P. DAVIS was re-elected. National 
Trecsurcr — U. SIMPSON TATE; Financial Secret ry GLADYS STONER. 
Five regional directors elected were - DE 'iVITT ALCORN, south- 
western; JAMES H. BAKER, JR. eastern; CHARLOTTE HAWKINS BROWN, 
central; MATT CRAYVFORD, "lestern; CHARLES W2SLEY BURTON, central. 
The members ct large of the exocutive bomrd are as follows: 


B. D. AMIS, A. W. BERRY, STANLEY COTTON, 
FRANK CROSSWAITH, HENRY DFAS, JAMES 7. FORD, ALBERT E. 
FORSYTHE, CRYSTAL BYRD FAUCET, ‘¥. H. GORDON, ANGELO HERNDON: 
JENNIE LOGAN, MANNING JOHNSON, HENRY JOHNSON, A. 7. MAYO, 
Le BRON SIMMONS. 


In this publication is listed the ni.tional 
editor of the Na:ional Nevro Congress, 717 Florida Avenue, 
N. W., Yashington, D. C. 


At the Second National Negro Congress the follovring 
objectives were discussed: 


"To this Congress delegates from thousands of 
orgenizations will come to discuss in carefully planned 
sections every phase of the preblems which face us. 

Experts in every field will bring tc the Cengress their 
knowledze and experience. At three tremendous evening 

mass mectings we shall register to America and to the world 
the protests of 15 million Negro people against injustice. 
The Congress will be a working Congress where cvery 

delegate will have a job to do, where every force for liberty 
in America will have 2: place. 


It is with these objectives clearly in mind that ve 
prkpose for discussion and action the following issues: 


1. The right of Negroes to jobs et decent living wages 

and the risht to join all trade unins on “2n cqual basis. 

The right to equal wages and equal labor condit ons with 
other workers. The orgrnization of Negro workers with their 
white fellow workcrs into demcernatically controlled trade 
unions. : 


2. Relief and security for every ncedy Negro femily; and, 
genuine socinl end unemployment insurance vithout 
discrimination. 


3. Aid to the Negro farm population, to ease the burden 

of debts and taxation; the right of tenants and sharecroppers 
* to orgnnize and bargain collectively. 

4. Full suport to the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored Peovle inthe fight to sccure pzssxzge 
of a federal anti-lynching lxw in the next seesion of 
Congress; a nation-wide fight agninst mob-vinlence, police 
brutality; end, for the right to vote, scrve on jurics, 

enjoy complete civil libcrty. 


>. A ceaseless struggle to free the five innocent Scotts- 
boro boys from Alabsma jails. 
6. 


The right of Negro youth to equel cpportunity in 
education end in the econcmic life cf the community. 


7. For comolete equality fcr Negro women; for 

their right, clong with all women, to equel pay for ecual 
work; for their right to a suitcble enviroment for 
themselves ond their children -- an 2nviorsnment which 
includes cadequite housinz, geod schools, ond recreational 
facilities; for their right to organize as consumers. 


8. To win for the Negrce people complete economic, cultural, 
politicel end social equality by joining with all 
progressive forces to to defect the forces cf fascism and 
war in Amcrica and the world." 


This second national Negro Congress was held in the 
Metropolitan Opera House at Philadelphin, Pennsylvanie, 
ond the ccnvention headquarters was listed as 0. V. Cattec, 
Elks Lodge, 16th and Fitzwater Street, Philadelphic. 


Nation:l Negre Congress ‘ie-Up rith 
Spanish Loyalists in Spain 


On Jul: 19, 1937, there was 2 mass meeting held 
at the Civic Upers House, Chicago, Illinois, -nd CHARLES W. 
BURTON of tho National Negro Congress, “5fle of the speakers, 
and the song os Spzin written by LANGSTON HUGHES, also a 
sponsor of the Notional Negro Congress, was read. 


Congercssmun JERRY J. O'CONNETL, Democrat from Montana 
spske on Spain and neutrality, and the mecting was held 
under the auspices of the North American Comaittce to 
Aid Spanish Democraogy. 


The Chicago National Negro Congress hold iss 
meetinzs on Sunday, March 6, 1938; Chicago branch of 
the National Negrc Congress sponsorcd < mummcth mass mecting 
at the Dusable digh School, Chicazs, Lilinois, undcr the 
neading “Help Save Democracy", the pamphlet st»ting further 
"The lives and freedsn of 15 million nuegrees sre seriously 
threatened by the shaucful filibuster of the rerctionary 
southern senntors, who mike mock of the 13th, 14th and 
15th amendments, The anti-lyncn biil must be passed 
“as the renl reason for the meeting." The speakers are <- 
A. PHILIP RANDOLPH, President of the Naticnal Negr: Cengress, 
MW. L. DAWSCN, alderman, WAYNE McMILLAN, University of 
Chicago, HENRY HANK JOHNSON, Assistant Netional Director 
C.I1.0. Pecking Hcuse Workers Organization C: mmittee, 
WILLIAM L. PATTERSON, Asscciato Editcr Midwest Daily fRecurd, 
CHARLES W. BURTON, Regional Chairacen Yati-snel Negro 
Congress, ISHMEL P. FLORY, Secretary-Tressuver, Joint Ceuncil 
Dining Car Employees Union. 


MIDWEST REGIONAL CONFaRENCE 
NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 
October 28, 29, 30, 1938 


In & mimeograpned letter dated October 21, 1938, 
sisned by CHARLES ‘7. DURTON, HRerionnl Director, Hat. ons 


Nepre Congress, 

Nevional Negr: Congress is to be held October 25, 29, 

30, 1938, as delegntes from the middlewest «.uld assemble 
at the Greater Bethesda Baptist Churcn, Chicire, to 
scriously consider the nest present pressing problems 
confronting Negroes 2nd cther working neople throush ut 
the notion. Solution tow these vital prcblems will be 
sought. . Jods and security, heusing, relicf, high rents, 
low wages, police brutylity, and social legfislaticn ‘vere 
the nost inportant to be discussed. 


AhRong the spenkers viera to be DR. PAUL H. DOUGLAS 
of the Chicags University, LILLI/ZN HERSTEIN, DR. JOHN A. 
LAPP, Federal Mediat-r in Lab:-r Disputes, fttorney EA! 
B. DICKERSON, and many others. 


The Arrangements Committes for the Mid:vest Regional 
Conzress consisted of the fcllowing: 


Charles Wesley Burton Henry Johnson 
Brady B. Cole George Kinberly 
Jace Cook Thelma Mirkpstrick 
otanley Cotton E. Pauline Meyors 
Thyra J. Edivwards C. Ogletree 
Lerey Grecn William L. Pattersen 
Ishaael P. Flory Heva Ryan 
Roymond Hensbreugh Bob Wirtz 
Gladys C. Johnson Gergu Hoods 

Willian Young 


The Daily Record in its issue of November 1, 1938, 
ran the following urticle: 


"Local lenders of the Nationel Negro Crneress prep=red 
yesterday to carry into effect resolutions adopted 

at the fincl session of the organization's Midwest 
eonitcrence Sunday. 


DOr. Chirles Vesley Burton, reyvional director =f the 
Congress, stated tnit delegates to the conference 
were expected to introduce the prosram outlined in 
the resclutions to lscal organisations. 


These were the resolutions adopted: 


l. Negro representation on all lvocal housing 
authsrities and more federel heusing projects in 
Negro communities. 
SOCIAL SECURITY 

2. idmendment sf the Secial Security Act to provide 
for benefits to -yricultursl workers and demestice 
servants. The resolution r.ls« asked that the S.cial 
Security Board be euplowered te set minimum age limits 
for pensions ond that the federal government guarantee 
n minimum pension of $30 mnthly te aged persons. 


3. That Negroes be represented on policy-making 
relic? acsencies, thot there be no discrimination <n 
WPA projects, and that additional projects be 
established. 


4. That no amendments be passed to the Wagner 
Labor Relations Act. 
ANTI LYNCHING 

5. That Congress pass an anhi-lynching bill. 


6. That federal and state housing henlth programs 
be adopted on the basis of the NatKonal Health Program. 


Other res2luti ons pledged support te China and 
Republican Spain, condemned the Dies red-baiting 
committee, and ccmmended fieo. Maury Maverick (Dem. 
Texas) for his favorable vcte on the anti-lynching 
dill, m 


she Chicago Daily Mews in an article diutsad October 
29, 1933, stated that there vere 100 Golegates of Ne; ‘ro 
organizations represcnting 1,000,000 Amcrican colo-ed necule, 

attending wle Nationel Conference of thc mationeal 2 
wegro Congress. ‘is 
} Novenater 17, 193%, in the Caristien §S 

MOMLLOr, Jom P. DAVIS Rationel pecretcr- 
Nesro Congress, asked Ps-asiden: ROOSSVELT 
in Amcrice c trierdly heven for the oppres 
stating that tne ezro people in Amcriccz, 
minority in cur democracy, re decply conccr 
luswausan herbaris.a being tr scticed on tne Joris 
Wei Cermarr. 
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THsre Ars mary ovpoMmiscaticas inclwiing doth icgzro anc 
white, waick if unitei o:.u woriiny tozct:cr for the 
2Cconpsisiment of program outjined abvevs scala give 
the lecierstiip te establish @ reas Democratic zront 2. 
Illinois; tne National Nerro a ha tha forwgiell of 
Negro orcrizotions A Liberers bon-Terswioon Lewsuc, 
the}Usdin League, tlicd HAACP, th = ‘deorrntion of j&aen' 
Ciups,- 74 ©. I. O., the A.F. L., tha Negro Folaticns 
waraec, th: Charehes, Professions) ¢ Ciurs, the Ficv.aA; 
tel T. L.D. end mony.more. The Co:zmunsise Party pledg:s 
its suvpor. to ell theses orginizations in their struzel: 
for the advuncement for the rights of th: Negro, psoplic 
and in ben-lf of jobs, pedro Ke and auctocracy for ali. 
The Illinois Stxrtc Coanunist L Party exils cn ths 7 
peorle anion tic voters of ‘Tilinois © deacit veretion 
on november Eth -"Foryvard to Unity of onrers. * sid 
whites's ‘'Forwe.rd to AboJition of 22. Toms Ole” 
Jin-Crowisa and Disecrinminus.tion'; 'Fortiard to Jibs, 
occurity, Denocr:.cy ms 7. eco’ *. 
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he Third N ys Congress wes head in 
tne United Stites r Labor, Wishington ¢' 
D.. Geo Lprii 2, 27, ; s Wale. adiress of thee, Nation-l 
seTO COmeress wns L as 717 Florida: Awenue , eles 
Te eneaneton, DBD. C. n2 Chicago Council of the National. 
Congress, 4705 S. Park Viny, the Chicage fecutive 
ans officers cre listed as follors: 


TLLIst. SOMMERS, President 

roeiid JONES, Vice Presadeat 
wal bLaPWETY, Recording Secret ry 
GOfus, MCcOonry, Executive Secretar; 

wdul he M4. SUITH, Vice President 
GLADYS C. JOWNSON, Financial Secretary 
ISHMiisL P. FLORY, Crmpaiga Chairnen 
Joris GRAZ 


Mba dcud bee SMe eIWiN 


i. C . GLa tRina lous 
oY . CLASS od ~* GAs 


fi. oaaphiet pat cut sv the Cnicszo Sraaci of 
stioncl jesse Congress stated thst the Thira-e.tlonr. 
\2rcSs “3 to unit. tac Nopre people and fricnis 
egro frecdoz te win and werk constructively. for their 
innzlionabie rights tc life, liberty enue tac pursuit ol 
Kippiness through cxeperatiocn ind intellirent action 
ersund comion problomsind issued for ths tab dienes 
of the Negre peocvle, the city, the st.te and the Tivion. 


Trs Daily Vierker on ioral 1, 1940, stated. ghat 
JORNIGAPFIELD, movic star, wns an honorva fucst et on 
informal gathering of Negro oi seens fi-ures at the Phillis 

Fineatley colored Y.W.C.A. in Washington, D. C. Gant: IELD 
curdemence Jin-Crowism es pert ¢f reactions drive “cgainst 
the auerican people. He also attacked the present, Sntencive 
WAL Grave . Ho urged everyone present to read Dsl4i 
Trundo's "“Jchany Get nis Gun", powerful anti-“sr novel then 
ele ot in the Daily and Sandszy  bhorker. 


he article further stated tunt JOM! P. dD yIS 
Secretary of the Negro Conrress, discussec the growing 
es ple of the Negro peorsle fcr politicui, eccnonigs, snd 
ccitl rignts, ond pointed to the coming Third Netisaal 
stl Consress a8 2 great event in tho history of the 
struzzle. 
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“2 > Miso at this ‘infore*1 et.therin* at chick. WRFTEID 
| aa } prasen® sore ART SMITH, THIL LOES, VILL LES, ERT 
pl eos ae % othors. Mure then 100 prominent nepre* “artists, - 
"Writers and othsr culturcl Figure) porticipatod in the™ 
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a ee Siete ar Sea “tn un article in the Chicrge Daily We: 
5 ges’ Se “Sprit 27, 1940, JOM! L. LEWIS took another step texnrd © 
sts geen ‘Miat he ob:Scusly hop?s Will be en Snfluontinl position 
eS Sa the Présidontiel esmpaigh? “He “thvited ths Brticnal® 
22. Hegre Couzress tc consider a Working agroenunt , 
: affiliation : ith the Jaborers Hon-Pertisan Nretdeel “the 


pea _ peliticnl crgon vhich ha hoods. )'6t7 
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ey eran x In article apoearing in the Dasly Forks 
2a april 28, 1940, there is show % picture on he 
<n+form of the Third Nation:l Negro Ucngress, JOM L. 
Lenis, "Cs PCSINE| LEVIS, Exceu ive Scerctary of her 
fétuer, JOIni T. JOUWSS, TH 
a HiGkS. This somo crticls stuted thal there vere over. 
thane: trousand delegaves alrcoaiv rogirtersd for tho wird 
~ Hetional cary Cungross; thst 40% of these cume fron trade 
ha -aniuns end industrial councils. ~The xvmiinineg 604 wore -- 
“Le hee Negro Civic Youth scoinl clubs, frstorn«l sccictios,” 
se se dofense orntents ions, woncn's. Ea kig Poe ené miscclyI:s0us 
ee. ee wot cfroups cf *. wide variety. JOht L. ££-15 in his opgning © ~ 
ea ae i Pip se. faaros$ 2S fiven on unprecedented & “pastine? Ne, iy ge oa 
Er Ga Boats spsoch wis Pelivered in his ¢ : 
Pat: wasy and iran.tic tonss. He . 
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WX YERGIU, former sricc 
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Six vice pre. sscdenws 
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JOSSvKF CADDEN in the s:mo erticle, Secretry,of 
avsrican Youth Congress,vas stated te have cddregsed 
the meoting «f the Young Nezre delegatcs, ond pledycd* the 
fuli supacrt snd cooperation cf their orv:nicction. - 
AAU LS BUR ER of New ae wes clectcd executive s-eretary 
of the Youtn Divicion of the Navionel eer. Congress. 
| 
ee D:ily Worker en Apeil 27, 1940 O, curri. 2: 
vid: ‘ing articics Trt JOiEi L. LEVIS i: his eveezer. 
ta untde 221 Hegre Courres3 sag dlec ths Mil Chicc,. 
J. 2UGAR NOOVIR for frithtcninz elderly Isdics with « 
ima.corate md fantastic stories «f plots svainst cur ° 
country by forzign povcrs, and challenzed hix to tun ais 
face vo embins where American pec le cre being leshed 
by white robca riders, and to seck the dark nicht trsils 
of dpnehing oarvies. At th: conciusion «rir kis st rrin% 
eddress, LEIS Was eeretaet with a broncz2 acs fon? 
distinguished service to the Negre peuple. The plaque’ show. 
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In ai article «f the : toe 25 1840, 
275 pastors in Cnice : “ing 7 pothted 
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KuoLisn the voll tax and give tha Negre the wighs 
voue an the Scutna. 
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4. “iin sd establish improved seiesls and cdveavionr. 
ruciliticzs 


lise trutality, unlailul arrests anc 
pressrve and extend civil rights. 


ocirs johs, orcvide adeguate Sclict, cnc 
imirnction in relic’ and VPL ana private industry. 
¥ 
Guarcntee, in short, Tull freedoen and cauality 
the Negro peopic, through: united cction of the 
oni their crganizatioas Bchina every worth- 
while and structive endcavor of the Cocamans CY,’ 
ti28 city, state, and the nution. 


In a Dvoklet entitled NDemceracy and the Negro 

Peyvploe Today" written by the sresiecnt of che Hatioasd 
Norr- Congress, Max YioroaN, datcd October le, 1940 'y ele 
presents one cf the resolution of the Neviornal Nerzre- 
Congress us Solicits: 

"The National Negro Conerzss declares thi.t the re 

Ncgro pes:.ic have evorytning to loss ind nothing’ 

to goin br mncrican involvezent in the imrericligts 

war, and sherphy c-ndemns the administration ter, 

tae steps it hzs taken toward invelvensnt und “y. 


wervislity it has showm (nage 11)." 2. 
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¥ 
On cv nrevious to September 29, 1940, the-fo Li owi 
e’rculer wis circulatcd eaebout Chicare, advertising-z 


mecting to be held at 1110 Oakley ivenuc, Cnicaze, 
ITijincis: 


REVEL dom NSCRIPTION LAX 


Fy > HTT L6 butd Lal TON OF AMERT Cz 


COMSC: SPTION Malns THE SETTING Ur OF «a ILITAR 


MESS 


Y 


TOT OORT 5 THE CRUSHING OF Tre Psorls's PIGHTS; 


THD JOCOLITION OF ADVANCING SOCILL LEGISLATION 


7 ATVI, + 
Oe ~ beact . = 


| 


WE REED Joss, OF.D AGE PENSIONS, GOOD nc 


Lik 


CLIu* 


Ur OF Sbuins; -- U.S SPESOH, FREES Pruos, £1 PAD1G 
{N- ASESRLEDGS. IT T2kSS SI's. TNED Ts NEED NC 


obe-t. 'e » “ebd a» 46 


CoNSC™APTLON EITHER IN Ties Cr rials CR veut. 
‘- 


sD Measb bes - SL. alt 


— VC ey 
a8 Taee 78 iy. 
Ar a3 SEC 
°? " Ge e-ueme -— « Cf AR 
COU Py PMCAKLAS ALLIANCS 92 
we 1S WIT BS OTHER PROMIN? SPEAKERS 
PRESENTIBG ORGANIZE! > LABOR, NS TONAL 
WAGRO CONGRESS AND THE JESS PEOPLE 


SUDAY - if cgay 29, 1940 -2 
aAC’uission Fr at 


1210 SOUTH OAKLEY VY. MEST-SID™ COINSIZ. 


VOMAZIS ALLIANCE “COOK CUUNTY 
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Ji? YON COMPLETIO. 10 THE OFFICT OF oiTGINs 


+s 
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a Ose 
a 
~ FEDE_____UREAU OF INVES HIGATION, 


THis CASE ORIGINATED AT NEY YORE CLTY 


| DATE WHEN MADS | . gamioo ror | REPORT MADE BY * 
¥'sS mace 


1-27-41, be VE ie 


TIONAL NET%G CONSMESS ot | ‘ . TERNAL SECIRIIY ~ Cc. 


CHARACTER OF CASE ;:.’ 
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z- - .. _Informants advice thet the Nati: viel Moses 
Congress hes never been active in Buf falo; .Ys, under 

rat name; wat the Urbun League is an active negro 

Peaster ya Py Dut tae Cosmunist-berty has beep * 
swunsaccessful in penetrating it. The Communist Party 
fostered ae for Strueele for Necro Mights 

unter not sutcessivi and 
now the negss population ditaic has no-yacial 27°¢ 
orzenization. Infor2ent edvises thet Yochester, N y.! 

has very small negro populetian and nc active \ntero - 


Oorecnizations. é 
“7 = eof 


Bure: u teletyzes to vil offices dated Lecwitber af, 1940, 
er.a Junuary 22, 1941. 


LD BUFFALO, KEY YORK 


+ ee 
“=te°4 ‘- | 
_trised thut! ce + eG 
tnere is no active nesro orzenization rortered b; ~ha 2 ¥. 
Cor-sunist yYaerty in Buffalo at tie preseat dime in 
vie.: of the fact that there is c fear co? the olai: that 
che'vyinism is being eugagec ix, for whica Wee sor a 
ane groups are a composite pert of al} the white |. 


Cormuni st orgenizations. . 
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COPILSE «7 14:6 REPORT 
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&- Auvenu 


coNew Yura om. 
Sebuflelr 


OD shee ee 


1a 


eit: w 
~~  o wp sai 


> _~ - ee “ela... ib ake fn. 


who has developed considereble information concerning 


Party in this vicinity over the past twenty years, advised that n no 
National Negro Congress is knorm to himy further, thet the Urban Lc: - 
is rather a lerge negro organization which the: Cormunist vn atx 
to pm oe ro Se with little or no muese res. Whereupon: a pra $s 
2 FUE for’, jt ouggie S 8 < 
and ‘@izo placead | 
n as. addi tionel: active.mempere OT bus Comiumast. rarty 
ersort 10 this. regard.” “The ‘organization-wae never gery Successful - 
the negro population in‘this:vicinity did not become very much. $7” 
interestsa in it, with the result there is nowsno active Organiza~: 
of the Communist Party’ exists ene the des sities. in Butfalo. 
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ontirnec ne svetenca 


é< -_ 
. in 


AT ROCHESTER, NEV YORK 


nezro popula 
Communi stic or 


advis.c that kosnester hes wa very sme 
this population has no active organizetions, 


s 


UNDEVELOPED LES. DS: 


TH: SUrFaLO Fit LD DIVISION 


AT 2b 1R:, N& YORK 


Will conduct discreet investizetior to cetermine 
the extent ov any activities of the wa tACEay He gro 


Comeress: in that vicinity. 


°. 


Lk 


AT JEMESTOM, xB YORK | 


“wall windiest discreet inves tigetion to determine 
_.. the: extent of any activities of ‘the Ne viooas Wezro 


~ Congress in that vicinity. 
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Nopurtennde at 7 | Porior Roport matic dy 


NE’ ORLEANS 12/17-21 ,26, 
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Cheracter of '.case 
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NATIONAL NEGRO CONSRESS INTERNAL “SECURITY [R) 


uaivise: £DWARD 2.\grRonc was 477 
f tid: Souther:. Negro Yout! Congsree’s int Novector, 
orrenizetion believed cffiligtet with S*:. i3ct 
On Sevt. 2, 1940 RAYL.OND YILLAAN of Scuther.. 
Cor.cress was guest speaker at’ Janiszlen Tenpl2, 
pints ogre Concress corresponds with 
& cozmmunist crrarization. De. i& 
“ft Little Pesedg Ariz. balieved ey bs Gwuiraay. cr =resiege 


dest " piston oracnizatic:.,and JOHN P. WaVIS secretary. Ox: 
AvFil LY, 1940 tc f..urta L-SOuts Fa: KOGTI* SOUt.: » C-u3ress 
COnV3:.6E8 Now Orvicsurns, i 1X ec days yt Wala c. ; tine 
voerious es spoite. 
STARLING A 5 “sichoaaady TER, 

Min wud SERRY are 


scactyps from Gurecu ts. cli field »ffices <asted Dec. 17, 2.940. 


% 


in tazis ixsvestircct: .. by Secial 
. «° 


Subjoct organization is not listed in v.3 Now: 
23 Deconoer, 1940 telépione directcury. 
OVis3c tucy nave no rec:rd f.r eh ia ‘rranization. 
tuc Sew Orzezns :ffice i::éex records 2.4 a reviev «2. vertinext Piles 
i the inftrration whieh will b2 mentione. nersincifh}:f. fi ; 7 ae SATS 
; ae 


Se PROYE?, : HED ty 20 re 43 


. =  - “4h a ‘ ' 
a —— a 


Net: & & 1 Fwd. a 


cf F YB Kos Kf, _o~— 

Copies of this rep:rt 
S-Burecu 2-Philadel phic 
2-New Yor!: 2-NMouston 
2-Littie Rock 2-Biriinche 
2-Cincinzati He ome agal field 
1-O};I, New Orleans 
o-Now Orle-.ns 


Gas -« -aag 


_ a + 


> e- 
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Liat Ree 


7D 
advised that subject crganization 
has bee:: active for the past year in New Orleans and has beech taking part 
in ppors controversial questicns such as suffrage, better nousins, public 
utilitics, sch sot tod etc.; clso, that it is clostly associateé with the Com- 
munist more is bolieved t> be c:nnected with tie Soutuern Nerr, Youth 
cu efese.t clative 
ts EDWARD = Be Sin0es, COLITCL, When at Gavlsed uc ooUut!: err. 67) 
Wecrs Youth Concress .f Birningiaa, Ala., ad wh? coperentl s. is ectimnisk. 
referred ty an article fron the "Daily Worker” undar th? titie 
arte bo7r> Youts Coscross", wiuick was Ected N-v2:1ber 19; 1939. 
states the "Daily. Wortzer" 
wV. LU, sSS% Currica excersts fron a ictter that they stated was written 
by EV.ARD c. STRONG, unduudtedly a nesro, secretary of the. Soutser:. Nesro 
Youth Con,ress, Birminghan, Ala., wh? cttaclied MARTIS MICS and dared hin ~:; 
in westine ite ~ereecution f the negroes ix the South. The reyort further 
stated that tha Southern Nesr. Youth Congress is 25; pereatly*Conmiunist. 


T..o0 followins Tepvrt wes submitted by 


7 
749 
. | a 
MESts.:.” oS ..@La Ti: ©. 2 Neadquarvters SyGras St., whit. was cttes.ced by 
MAURICIO YPERR:. SUT, arothior sewaun naned ARABEDIAN, sever..l “ite —* Bl 
nembers ac large nw ber of you::.: neste workers, an arentisy ey 
colleces. Fors sf. > ores as-.<. ted § ss 103 « > S.::,%.C 


“New Orleans file 61-23 _ ~ tulnesprauned circuinir whien cont:.ius 
isfur..ction, Aowever t.::3 bottom yvart ff t:3 cirtular is missine: 


“SAE TS D 
NOGRO finhwGER FOR Tio itAchOLiLéA 
MOS DO PROJICT 


VMSZS1TING 


SHASESPEARE PARK - 
Suxtay Mev 29. 31980 £3. s. Surdiy May 2¢.9°1940 


DID YOu FXO 


THAT aA Waits tmsuger ius been upyvointed ty the tMernolia Housthc Pr. joct 
THAT his salary is $350.00 rer month 
Dat necrves will net meve in tio Housin, Project unless & sero menaser 
is appointed df 
THAT NUGRCES nro tired f boins: the FIRST FIRID end t::o0 LAST:HIRED 
TAT r.oorloes were denice jobs as CENSUS SNUWICRATORS. aa 


e* 
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JCIN NEGRO YOUT:!: CONSRESS AND TD We. A. A. C. P. AND COUT” 


| New Orleans file 61-23 contcins e printed circular reletive t> 
Labor Dey which will be cslebrateu i:: the Jerusalon TanplevwMoacay, Sept. 
3940 at 3:CO PL. nm this circulcr cypearec thie names of indivicuals. 
sresenting various organizations, anc amon; tue speakers was RAYMOND 
LLUEN sf tue Southeri: Negros Youth Congress, who was listed as a ruest 
2aler, - : 


oo eepeggale 
M10. if never st 
eruaisatiaas. 
. whieh is listed the Nationei Necrs Cd Sniress. 47D 


entionec tuat tie ail-Sout..ery “ncsr:: 
t be head it. New Orleans for three days besinnins «a 
wuich conrress wouleé €iscuss ena see ramedies for tue problems 
youth, etc. Tnis revort is set out in geteil in the 


er dateu auvust 6, 2o4u written on 
Anericc br Keeping ma “war, and 
was forwardes te tne New Crleans office 
: C3") that letter is beirs 2nclosed 
rewit.. .e a YF: £..d it wi mntec on the secc.c nage 
Test tf: irs ‘  Dousers wom ere tre foliowiry: 
SHtas ae Cry, Chica::>) Council, National Necsr: Cousress; , 
SDunrD T\ \STRONG, sxecutive Secretary, souti.err. Negrs Youtsn Corprcss; 
Dr. Yak YSRSA.,; Caacirmen, Net*tonel Negro Congress, Little Rock, arxansas. 


ES 47? 

WLC li ud = S.1Ce 2° € | : ; I & Letter wo1ca 
appeared in tune feb. &, 194C issue >f Southern News almunec under t..e navie 
ef STRONS. Ti:e rep.rt i:rdiceted STRONS is a well-xi own Bi Pi n¢ 2% Corn set 
and is als: actively connectec wit. the work of the Svuther, Necr- Youtui 
Conmcress ini recentiy attenced tie convention of the latioral Youts Coursress 
Qt faSnington, D. C. a4 addressed tre congress on natters ef ixterest t2 
mecrocs, weich utterc.ces were of c radical rature. 

Cc::cerzis.c Dt. isk Nate. referer.ce sacul< de jane ts ¢.:.3 
apocrt wf S-ecial A“o:: 
wore "Cczmunist Fur clumbus, Ot:ic;. I-:teri.cl Seousta”. 
5S New Yuri: -ffiec rocsivec tw: conies of this r3;: ‘rt, and.on pic 

pee soe t..ere upneurs information tict DR. Mad YERGAN, Freside.t of tlic 
Nationcl Nevrs Courress, was elected with others t> the notional council 
tne america:. Pecce Littiiization. Als: there wcs listed tic saunc sf JOIN 
DAVIS, Secretary if tie National Necro Concress, whe was clso electsd tc 
nationel council. & 


. . S. _ 
_*. < ~ oP. S&S. Ln 


gt Eas a: 


Concernin= JOHN P. DAVIS, it might be stated that information 
recording this incividual appears on age 6 cf letter frdn the Washingten 
field division ts the New York field divisior. dated Sexstember le, 1940 
regarding the American Peace kKovilization novenent. Poca 5 of that ‘ey 
letter alsc wrens information rezardine another Speacer manuicd JOEN T 
DAVIS: who was listed as boinc executive secretary of thé Natic:n2i oly 

sConsress. 


"all Southorn Negro Youth Conrress, 


tesatel sa ue % IWS: | . J7D 


hl he 


se fourth All-Southora Negrs Youth Conference conv2nei in this city 
On Briss, ADTIiL 19, L940 Gia for tnree days, atjourning on Sunce; 
it 2lst.S T2zeé various i.S “f tie conference were “hold at tae vuniss. 
Me Se Cnurcenh, 2 2curs2 et Tialia anc S. Liberty Streets. 
varicus other liberal }e... movements Have been asleu at this loe 
smecificully tav meetings hele some time back in connection with % 
Service St:res 


pppoe .C07rs weskiy, 'Tue Leui sign: weokly 
tl ecthn, last, tuc fullewing conceruiuig tue 


.. = tonicy, —- 


.e? 
~reser.tic: sver 5C6 ,CCO msaabers.: and 
continents enc sevarte32: soutnerm 
is: tro Sout. Gad mation a new 
t.2Se hatin a bik Be G niwider cf 
Wald are exnuwiereaeted 2 
22 priss.cs pom in 
POL4: actrown Csrmur.ist, T.2000R: ERs (Ww) af New 
itaizer a4 ‘ass-ciate, seatury DALLIT BCti ts 
Geeta Q KROWS. FOciCul, forir a 
3 americen Leacue f:F Peace a8 2 21NCPac} 
“Poanigation ast worker in tua forier joes) c!: 407 ft or 
opanisn Democracy, 2..2 raers.% eo 
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.: / 
la cunferonca incluced par, D.“ PATTERSON, 
Hips oe sea < Bt ‘stitute; DX. RAYFORD\LOG.N, orofesser “f histary, 
E-word University; OR. Max YERGAN, cheirma:. -A committee wn Scuth Africen 
- & momber bh £1 ex2cutive beard f the Nativonci Nesr: 
33 mec’ rai.w: tu G6 'Naticacd RezubLsic' (issuc gicre!: 1640), a 
Preanent lecturer f tiie Corzunist/ec...51 in Now York City ana a former 
contriouter o141 writer for tie Su:fia, Worxer, o:idcrser cf. ths awrictcn 
Loesuc f r Peace arc Dm.crucy, aga swonsor :fWUnternational Later Defsas 
funds; "srk oe tei > O28 22-2380 Zour: Coratizt, wico in his 
adiress struck at Eritis:. ane Frene!. inpericlisn and saic tuat Ac Sa0u.t 
Russia t:.c only country in the w. Tie wisers there is nct- tie sli.*:tes 
semblance of. imperic o1isnseOR. R. O'S RAYLAN ICR, assistunt director of 


° Me o- - —— Ow oe — -< 


‘ves > ery 


ae Fe i Sh, %s 


rds ti: Conseres 
wi, 


tie Nationcl Yout!. Atministration; £DVARD 2. STRONG, executive secretary 
of tue S. N. Y. C., national chairgia:n of youth for tiic Natyorel Necro 
sitghripted which the Dies Committee has listsd cs conmunist front 
vanizatior., writer for tue ‘Review’ organ -f the\Younc Cannunist League, | 
bar sf the now defunct Gnerica: Lecsue for Peace eid orp on 
th eae tive’ board, and & menber «f the organizizs connit tea, | f tae 
S. ational Republic, liare’. 1940). NERMANYLOINS, 
1.5 ‘otis chaeirrscn of 7 pier wg cor cress unc wio in his ecdress xere 
.avcoccted rebs sllion he wurt 2 tis neeroe youta 2ere iE gap ee: os .. 
aco aa rictins d. > obtain: their ends (R:ovrt of r 
University; SAM YSOLO {ON : 
éisii 3 Pow Wil? eats tie ng + gil lity -f securing t! ‘e nes 
to vite ix Flerida; MISS THE&LI i | vice-qucirnar, S.N.Y.C.; 


VILLE, viesec.airiun, ee SURES T J. WRIGHT, cnairriar 


Youts Council; DR. JarS 2. Wali art. JR. , vice-cL.alracn if 
SX youn Souta + deg CiuRLES | ‘CADDUL,-cracsirman ? tie Awrfean 
Sr.fre33s; CLARENCE cap vases o 4 tuel+Gi Orleans titan Leamc’, industrial 
secretary; and other.lesser lights. : 
2 
tic Louisius.s Weekiy, “Ger date 
“assed romained completoiy 
T20 tigns revolved 
pte tiroug; Community action’, 
-assea is as fsllwis,. 


‘ 


r°O 


- 1,-4 
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ct 


a aed 
farc’. 27, 194C, "In the resolution the 
f the Block-Fietc!.er Hener : Bill, oui alss 
ontinuer. They favored te ne Rg agi Nee 
Seo aiite. = wt oe. -t2 churches 
2TAts Wit. t..0 Waite <..2 
Gtive ouciness cf 
: ae iz ,referesce ¢t rFerT>T ints 
Cuicsice f ptt Cler.c:s. Otuer measures favored & sate WE, 3 + Ine AeT 
Youss. act, 3Pranize iabsr wit: a e:sise of union, isdoepe! doit ii¥ 
of). KU Klux rlan, condemrution =f tie secret wey in W212i 
members brane creenizetions us uneanerican, revuesti::: 
wate wietier ti.e Dies Cormiitvee nenbers are died oat 
rs 
sc 


activities: pigrvetbeey the reivase of the Scottsbd 


nBeZr: polices, avr*lis’:: roll tax, Cenousce beantete 


oys, ‘agpoinus 

wols, srotest nn) 
Ve0cCrnee, and toat ner. youth Gedicate itself to a political and econonic 
crusade, E 


wey 


communistic was enpiusized by the addresses of MENMAN LONY; wis advocate 
reboiczion “n tic v,art of tia nerroes to the pciat .f actucl .rioti::~ thot 
Of RashI PaTcl in wWiici ne brandec gZ.cland and France of being a ohh is 
rp stating that Russias is the only country in tie world teday where there 
snst tac slicitest secztlay:ce cf isierialisn, <a::d ti.0 activity if 39 
stot giles wereld In conuection wit’. a discussion .f youta ‘em sehcsl. Ts 
Quste tre Louisiane weekly :-f AvTil 27ta, 'a Ciscussion of Lie your. ani 


face toe conference was righchthedne razical in 3:3t3s at leate, a7 ue Sctunily 
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schovul is ore of tue panel sectioxs -f tase f:urta All-Souther: Youth 
Bference dealt decisively with the cbtolition of nesro s0;5> rate schools. 
ssslutis:. aaéoptedc by tac corferesce urged the absliticn of tho necro 
o31s as such, on t:.3 crounds that negro schools were i Perior anc held 
* unennlerican tenlency towerc isferisr educational fecilitios for 
no$rves in the South---Tue students advanced the disclosure that nixed 
schock¥s would serveas an offective trend toware dovalisping an unaer- 
~stindine between the various groups----.' ve 
"Tio newly clectcc officers cf tis netional council were yplectoa pr the 
nN Ye overinr sossion “of t..: last day ara were us f \Llowg:. HERLAN: LONG, 
jon2al cusirman; Tilt D.t-, rationsl viceechcirran; EQRURD s. STRONG, 
roticnal exccutive secretary; RaYuWO.D R. TILLiAN, uationcel ficld represer- 
\, tative; we. 5 nmakional treusurer. Netior:l sionbers : DR. Jal Le 
Vacnscit, Wiest Tite Ga pees, aie Ge Ve, ALMA US, TOR. > cha JGes 
CVERE Ve, 1:3SS5.;5 * »LOaS , 1, ‘3 ss Teeny NiIAYFIOLD, 
Als. ; ‘ROS= 3 WT TERS, i. ; UILDs » Maes ! ied we VE03 
VIOLANZILL-RD, biiss.; JOSEP: eRIiPLERS, Me r ) ~ Ne Ue: 
T. \RICBARDSCN, Washinctén, D. Cos- M. P : ms Te OKA LAE 


NGYIS, L..; ERESTIGOOR, La.; BREGIO AKER, Les;\F CSTUSE, La; 


D. \SHLEY, iiss.; G. J. SUTTON, Toxac; M.\PENDERGRAS, S. 


! »; J.\ANDERSON, 
Fics: aie C. ROSISON ; Toms. 8 


"Tue future lucatior and date of the rncxt co:.fcrence was nyt cnrounced.” 
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" 67C,D 
Pleans, advic:>: tie 
writer xu: ISCLel aot if tht sudject oTan- 
ization ucw: . By ACTUSl rieibeTrs!.i>, aS GD-UT once <. Year = Cur~,resu 
is held wri sSists of -fficers or revresentctives fron ¢<ifferert wuite 
ana exlorcd - rearnizations. fe aévised thut an individual s.med STERLING 


aa he : 
ROC ASTER, rilaceviphic resro, was assijs.ed t> work in tie Sout.., and cis” 
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ated that tuvsy ar& undoubtedly w.rk 

2 fotioncl 1488 ciation f.ir the Advencs.scr.t 
is very co.scervative oranizotion. Ho alse 
ridWad «:ored SURRY wh. for:..erly was 2 Houston, 
is col*rei; treat arcunc 1950 BERRY 
poeta ae us. SG 6:16 esert time ho is 
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s7D 


st tiew Orleans, 
Ybtain any adcitiore.s information 4 
porization. Will ci.cck the New Orleans 
meg records fu und-set out in a Joe 
ubsequer.t report any adaitioni.l information thet pertains to then. If 
.& New Yor office acvisec t>:.t the Southern Nerds Youth Congress is 
iderticel sor closely assvcieted with: the National Necro .fonseress will 
reviow al pt , this ceteing ti.+ vericus 
rh rh pete pe c et Soriate ianvecst- 


Sages. ec in Anema - 
4G vlus Aw C —— - * 
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FILE NO. 000952: 


DATE WHEN MADE | 
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REPORT MADE AT 


‘T. PAUL, ‘MINNESOTA 


“NATIOUAL w2xGad 2 aiGRsss 


“es J 


PERIOD FOR “4 REPORT MADE BY 


_ . em ll ES 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


. 7 
4 


- 
INTERNAL SECORITY : 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Some local negro orgenization: in - 
Wirneapolis,:Minresotvta is believed - 
to be affiliated with the Natignal 
Negro Congress but identity of, this 
orgenization is -unknown at present 
time, Some-members of the Urban 
Leacue, negro orgenization in.:* 
Minneapolis, are said to be affilieted 
with this unknown groupe: JCal! Fe {TLOMAS ~ a 
Minneapolis negro prominent in Kinneapolis 
Youth Congress may be associated with * :.. 
this croup, which may be a nésro Workers’ * 
Joint Councile Fe 3 

= 


Bureau teletyp. dated pocerber, eiTs - aS Oo 


inquiry by: Arents of several informants 
developed mo information eonsornsne the 
National Negro Conrresse ae 


coe Siete’ oH CONTAINED 
HIS UN 
IN IS UNC! HOLES sskled 


APPROVED ANU 


BYSEL CEL 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


FORWARDED: 


9 ¥ 


COPIES OF THIS ROPORT 
: S=Bureau 
a 2=New York 
5eSt. raul LORLBS DESTROYED 
~ Bea 21 196 


7 
. me 


The following was dictated’ by ‘Special i a ith 


rerererce to the National Negro Congress: y £7D 


S Bisse AUGLAS s LNESOT2, AAVISEQ 2”:.- 
née t.uu no information concernin; t: roud. He dic’ sumcest thet 


news.aper in iinneepolis, who was somewhat conservative, misat be able 
to cive the desired information concerning this group.’.1It is notes that 
vOiw. | aACILAS, Negro, w the steff of the Phyllis Wheatley Settlemert Eou:<, 
binneupolis, wes one the leaders in the inneapol ss Youth Congress ean- 
wouid probavly be soeesdiae witn any grou: affiliated with the Nations? 
kesro Congress. It is noted that in the Ninneapoiis Spokes..an und © c..: 
Jenuary 31, 1941, there is en article ) quoted as fpllows: . 
"JOZi F. of Miencate3is WES recently made supervisor. of 
ostteuael” ‘a hd Minneapolis Office of tne: 2 ye He. is “probabil: 


the onl: hesre in the United States holdings — Similar. “posits on.’ 
7D 


..amncacclis, Linnesotea, statea taere is a local Nezro ¢:: 
cfliiiatec icivh the Ketionel hesro Congress ané it is very radical. The. 
ac.wit tnas taey ere Comnunists and. claim tnat only the Communist Fart; 
wiil help them ana therefore they are friezdly with: pite ve e WAS SHINS - 
locui Negro, who is stated to ne educatea enc rather intellizent? is ti: 
psid secretary of what is lmowm as thel Urban Leazue, a Negro. organize:. 
There are some persons in the Uroan Leksue, who QD cclicves 
cournectea with the local group which is effiiictec- ‘ita tne National 
Con=ress. ‘he was not-sure of the name of this group but thought £t we: 
vossibly the Negro Workers Joixt Council. The officers or that Eros 

‘under date of January 10, 1940, were as follows: :< rm 477, € 


C. Vi Ans SHINGTON, Associate Seurcta 

ANTHONY B.MCASSIUS, Cheirmen, 

t2Se GEORGE [BELVIN, Vice Chastou, | 

Jibs: CLE:E:CNS, a@ religious radical, Secretary and Trecsurer. 


emneesolis, a 
the Smervicern Civia- Liberties Union, -.:: 


e7e 


rss mow Of this orsanizavior.. 


. rr could give no tn ormution eee this grouy. 
= . ° . | ; | ; ap D 
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erry <I 
RT + pce > i ania 
3 eae ae 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


THs ST. PAUL cirlo DIVISION 

| Will make additional incuiry in St. Paul end 
Winneanolis of infeormentc in an effort to sscure adcitional © 
information concerning tne National Nesro Congress or-tny - 
orgenizetion e:l[iliatea with the Netional Negro Concgrt:s.- 


. e* 


Viill somsizer intervic.. <ith 


" “eye -eF*s FETS 
Pasot WP BAe 


“Spected £zent in Charge 
Nec York, Kew York 


Dear tir: 


ia ae | ets , 

The Third National Keyro Congress wear helé jn Easi-— 
in-ton, De Ce On April 26, a7 and 22, ‘1540. That Congress 
acoptcd a new constitution and adopted a serics of resolutions. 
Thice two instruments are of extreme importance to the 


ie ‘It is dentrec that ‘gl offices receiving copies af. 2 -_ 
this letter imedictely attempt te obtsin disorectly, a 
‘confidentinl informants a> othcu> acarces known to the. said 
offices, the two docmmcrtes amn.tiuned Qbuvwee 2-0 Ue 


“ 
ee 


Vic: Hureen would Mike to have a reply te ite letter 
ee See 


Very trary yours > 


Mr. Teten 
ee YR 
; Mr. Clegs 


o_ &. A. Yeaum 
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U. SDEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


ss . 


7” “ee -@ 
- = by att > Wy. 2 ee 
33 ete * 
-s ee BS e- a 
. [ar —?; "ee +=é 
+ “2m ‘on Tere Pty - . ie es 
v. a > 


- 
* 


Ss . 


* a i s fae: 1. er * 
© “< Ne 


aes 


a? 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No.1 . . a es gta se oes : | Cet iar cae itn ‘ 
_ THis case orniGm@arepat NEW YOK CITY Peay < ee te eee _ Fuc no, .62—79 
« . .* to : ‘ ia "te o >= "6 ~~ 
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REPORT MADC AT . 2 ee ‘| DATC WHEN MADE - PERIOD FOR 3 REPORT MADE CY 


: , WHICH MADE . - 
| gousrow, Fas 1/29/43 728,24, 26-30) 
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CHARACTER OF CASE . - 
=P CRHAT ION, = CEO vine 


rrr 


WaT rTORMAt fs0- 


. “e ‘ 
SYNOPSIS CF FACTS: 
«tional Negro Congress bei ‘no branct. es in any “of: 


‘ , " *3 : i fs 
~S ths cities within the Houston DivisionA{| ]f oe TCO CONTARNE:: 


- "RUS - HEREIN SUAS: ASSIFIED 
Looe ili wl bY be, 65* 


= 


~. 


~cLetype from Bureau to 211 ace, cave 


s 


RAID 80a Vt an «7 Tn ee ee Te pac D>. 


is exnsleyed Y *%:. statec wine Et the wresen: tine 
ora2ack or orsamizetion ea: with tne Nationel Nerwrc Con ress. 


Ls eetd ve in Pert Arthur bios 3é statec, sometoin: cver'ea year Ne aes 
= s 


vac. 89 née co: IFCK weed, Texa pod 2 few SDeccres amonc tae sop e.enens. 
end otte.,ced without success tc estetlish e tranch in ‘het twin o 
Beet es, ches . 

ae , Sd wee unadle to supply pny. acci tic “al infortation n2.€ wTD 
relerrec Azenv to a nerro br the nane o sete ‘Was secortain: 26 


vc SE reliable. 2 : 7 8, PRES, oe 
7 | : : , £IGD 


Jed that waen he was auvised: 
7% tne C.1.0. Was echhested with the Netional ‘Necro Congress, 
re. used tc have anything to do with the organization and he wes cr 
t66 Obinioa that ti: were apeerey linkec with the Cox ramist party. | j D 
fet | | 5 


csvisced tay Lf any nero in -crt Arti.ur inten anjthine 2. out 


-_ . —_——_—= -_ 


=_-_-_. me fae 


APPHOVED AND ae iz SPECIAL AGENT : 
|___FORWAROED 6 46 uZ ae 1 CHARGE BO NOT Wave iN cEse SPACES 
' Peg , 


COPILS OF THIS REPORT 


+ork City 
antonio (inf 


organicetion, it wouid .be fini vely. state: 7 | 
+ at the present time, there is: no — of* the subject, "ergenizata os 
set ‘an -ort Arthur. . | 
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x; 7, ° 
ite NUE 
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winks “} . 


sCilovin. Lnior.2et190Ns: 


I San US DB Gee'.* 3 E 
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vurin:, the lavter part of, 19237; [ -eeeere is" ‘Grganize $n. 
Sort arcunrur 2 branch of the Kational Association for tae Advancezcrs of 
Colorec Fecvle. In 1938, he <ttempted to organize the i:efro. welfar= 
iro:ressiv2 usague which «ss iesinena -af becomin> affilizte: “wit some 


nationel evvanizavicr. 


a 
ry - 4, 
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wal oral a ee vOran. Se Abll Le: .ot Upor the C.1.0, 
carty ana efter reauing in tic newspaper that the C.1.0. 
.* #250,000 to the National nezro Congres:, §50,000 cf wirici. » 
“Yor organization purcoses in ‘ exas 


wae unseecessful in affiliating any of the necros in Port 


Artrur vit his organization: ard no resresentative of ti:*gubjyest crgeni- 


2atics. nes tren in . rt Artie since that tint aac nore co tpne Ne fs 5 in 
2OT . runuur ere alfili«zteu with the netional erouLr.e. . elt . 


<r 
a Wisld that ke was uncer the impression that the * 


"8 Coners:ss, wiics is affitiatec wiv. the wvesicned Leo: 
Phos cnes un wan antonic, Texes anc waco, Texes, anc 


scr. advance: NAG Sour RAs Ts Ue Nee 
ht 


Mor Vs 


Bivaeeeu Uiasy GUEFS 1S NO CA-.CEhG UV. bk. 2 
| city. The sari: informatic.: was coragnec ir:.. the 
be ping ‘edviduals co ot 8 : a, eae 
$ 4 4 ot, e eo aes | 7 £7c.? 
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f° sBAULC SS. Taran 


see | x 
Inquiry was mace Of the follce.ang incivicuals who zavissza : 


that there is no trsuch of the National. Negro Congress located in Reaw.unt: 


° 7 “. “e70,D 


» ‘ 


: ive Seoas — 


-avised that there 35 no orenck Gv tm stdjec. 

orpanizaticn in Honston. | ss | a’ b7GD 
GS ..-3 255. that MASON J2:TTH, a nevro of waco,: Texa.. is 

act_ve ir the Texas Negro Fesple's Congress st cco, ana during tic fes 
of 1940 j.2z1s interracial meetings ir: an efrert to cet rezros ci the 
Dre°t Forrss at Au-vin, Texcc, QQ rs at one time « 
qmraoyec ou.” the "co ‘essencer™, a m-vro Mewepeper, tui sy presentiy 
be living in Austin, Texas wer? the Texes Necro reonle's *c7ress helc 
a statewicz meevtinz about 2 year arm a half eco sma VALAY HAVERING 
oan Antonio, Texas, was the principa: speaker, 


ZO5sTON, 1/29/41 


“e related the; following £7 CD 


‘ormation: 


? 


-0ii SMITL, a nerro uwro is “aitor of the "Jaco e@ssenger" 
nevspeper, Jaco, Texas, wes State Director fcr the Nation Negro 
Consress anc es such crcanized the Texas Negro reople's Coneress, 

Daring Jenuary of 193°, SITY was attexmptinz to hold a stktewiae meetir= 
of the Texas Nesro reople's Congress and endeavorea to secure the at- 
tendance of all prominent necros throuvthout’ Texas, In furtherarce of 
this effort, he care to Houston and contacted the law firm of *.dell - 
and Combs. It shouia be stated that this firn he cna ae C.1.0, 

anc are well-known communists of Houston. ‘, 


liTn contencec’the soie 
= the meetin~ was to improve the condition of tie Texas : negro. - 


4s far es the negro.i.tvence:ce ° 
was concerned, the i.eetin: vas a Comulete wasnoute VATE SAVERIO! mado 
the princicsl speecs.. HOt. BROOKS, ceader of the Communist Farty in 
Texas, 2s well as & number cl menders of that »arty, were —* at the 


MESTLNE- 
a 


mis artic.e S€évy Lorin. — 

the intormation in stron: lancuafe’ aenouncea | 
;ASON S'TTA and th2 Aational hegro Congress as being ou~ and ou~ Com 

munists au2 stroncsly ursec the negros of Tex2s to have nothing ¥.1: tsoever 

to ao with MAsOH oI?TH or the National Negro Congress. - 


GB -erinitery stated that at the present time- thire is no 
branch of vne National Negro Congress located in Eouston, 37D 


: | | vated that there is no 
brench of this Conzress in Eouston. . as 


ART LAREDO, THXAS 


are 


- peaprartagaaipses adviséc. that nene of 
the few nezres resicins in Lareco, foxas are aifil iated with the Kationz— 


#egro Con-ress. Baie z ta 472 


. ae COR Pus © 


1), 5/0. BO 


Sy gee” - 
-_ e * . - , 
4 2 ‘ 


.. t9et there is no branch of the subject organization located in that vicinity 
my tYere «+ been no attempt tc affiliate any of the local:megro orteni~ 
z@ious Witt: the Congress. . : | 


the Housten Office ware contacted 
née svavea that at the Piecent time there is..m© brancn of 
the instert crganization in that city and no attempts have ever been made ” . 
to or=anize one. ' | , tellin ats gil Yo 


~ 


Tnere beinz> me branches of the National Negro Cormress .oczted 
riun... the sicugton :>*Lision, tnis case is ceing referred upon completio: ~«- 
wrt Office .3 ord::in. 
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Ba ae The eae | -_ bID 
aviecheubon vaattin Yy ject organisation . 
ra ut 1936 and still in 
_ @xistence but has no definite group or menbership. 
‘ Beoomes active only when some occasion arises for a 


negro organisation te fight for something they are 
— eularly interested in. - ee et af 
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Bun CONGRESS was organiged in Cir 

Ohio, in 1936 and soon after their organisation had’ 
several different groups. Since this time, however, 2 oe 
this organisation has fallen off to a very small: { = 
organization. This organisation 
is one of the:types that has a flUevusrs 5S 
growing large when there cones up locally er . 
some question in which the negroes are intere: 

‘upon which the Commnist can agitate : 
that he kmew very little about the NATIONAL NEG ComuRes 
because most of the work done by negroes a was n/t 
erganisations and the party itself. SSS geist 


AS Mes ‘. 
; ‘He stated that the leaders of ! he BF atic bi 
at least until recently were SANFORD | | ‘FISHE 


Een Tore (ace) ye : | 
an “ PRU we 
— ‘ peed 


RY veel SC? A? - - 


ed 


NATIO! | 
Intakna—Scupaty {R) 


> end arr feorie, alt colored: Sot ee Yo ee 
| thee ASE. Be ORE | 
ae The purposes ‘of this: organization are +4 organize all‘: 
regroes and all negro organizations to fight for complete ' aia de 
in aii natters with white people. “ic “ty | ts 625% 5ST. oe on 
a Beat a mn o 4 as 


’ 


a 


tie: present Leader’ 


Wational Nevro Concress ir iailledl ROSCO DATSO’ 


“knew scveral otarr negroes that might be members but shehad mw .,.. | 
_ ,reasen to believe that they were other. than their ‘being, Communist. Z Dp ) 
; nem of | 
tae Notional Nezro Congress but that he had no Gerinive: information 
revarding the or senization. on at : ; , : 7D} 


ar mm aoa ns des “sovareiivelh i 


2 
tarnei cver to the writer a pamphlet. entitled *Call fox Natiagal > Feat a. ' 
Keuro Congress". It is noced that the picture’ of FREQERIO y DOULAS F 
is on the front of the paxphiet- and there is. the notation* on the 


f-ont of the pamnlet "On to. ee tational Negro congress—Caicage: 


A 


a3 issued several years ego and may not be available, certain 


Diinois—February 14, 1936". «In view of the fact*that this pacph: a a 
are being get ap gsi together with the list of its endorserss e 


a 


. a 7 ast oA ’ ‘3; 
~~ WHEAT WES NEGRO CONGRESS DO?® See ie ok ea 
a 


“Tre nA TIONAL NEGRO. CONGRESS will be xr» new orzaniz: stion>,; =* 
ner doe: 4t seek to usurp the work of existing organizstions. It. “ib 
seex ratne: to accomplish unity gf action of existing ‘qpgeniaati¢ns, ® 


FIt is with thes objectives clearly in mind: ‘thet ve 


pose for discussion and action by the Congress the issués outlined 
below: ) | Pia te 


- F « _- 
ts’ * 


é " e> 


: ml. The right of Negroes to jobs et decent Living wages. e 
end for_the rig:t tc join all trade unions. For the right tc equa *~” £ 
‘wages and equal labor conditions with other workers. For tha -¢ t# | 
organizatien of Negsro workers with their fellow white workers : 

den= scratically controlled trade unions. i ye ! 


"2. RKeliief and security for every needy Negro th , 


and, for genuine social ani Wnexploynent insurance withouy 
tion. 


NATIONAL i220 Th) 
“sf wt 


"S. Aid to the mere farm population, to ease. “the burden 
. debts and taxation; for the right of farmers, tenants, and share- 
oppers: to organize and bargain collectively. 
: ng, A fight against lynching, mob violence md police 
brutality; for enactment of a federal anti-lynching law; for the 
‘right to vote, serve on juries and enjoy complete civil ijberty. 


"S, The right of Negro youth to equal opportamrity An 
education and in the econoric life of the corzmunity. m 


- 


"6. For complete yoyo for Negro women; for their 
right, along with all women, to equal pay for equal work; for 
their richt to a suitable environmen* for themselves and “Rheir 
children—an environment wnich demands adequat2 housing,’ good 
schools, and recreational facilities; for their right to prganize 
as ee. _— ' 


-_ . 


' "7. To oppose war and fescian, the atheees ieeemtien 7. 
, \£0f Negro people in Ethiopia, the oppression of colonigl -n nations | \e 
a 8 . 


threughout the world; for the independence of Ethio 2. ™ -, a 
| “Endorsers of the National Negro Congreés" ae 


OEY YORK , ne —. 
"lirs, Ernest-alexander, New York City s 
Me» lane. My Ashford, New Yorx City 

iss Anna Caples, Kew York ‘City 
-Mre Elmer A. Carter, asi ‘York City - 


Wess !.arion Cuthbert, New York City 


wr. Een Davis, Jr. New =ork City ees CS aes 
ae i rear So al . 
. Mavrice Gates, New Yor eam 
Mr. Lester Granger, New York City~ ~, : 
Mr, Albion Hartwell, New York City oo 
Mr. Francis Henson, New York City — 
- Mr. C..arles Houston, New York City 
Wr. Manning Bg songy New York City 
Mr. Emmett ¥. May, New York City 
‘tr, Be Fe. MeLayrin,.New York City 
' Reverend A. C on Powell, Sr., New York stty 
Ur. ae Philinandolph, New York City 
“iss Louise¥rhompson, New York City 
A,S. Cordella Ae Winn, New York City 
geyrrend Thomas Harteri, Brooklyn ° 
mas fs telle Fitegerald, Rochester 
os mak West, Buffalo . 


: -~-  -_——- a ee. ee a 


ss Pearl Altermm witha fy: « Ralph Bunche # - 
ey Ue We Baber Miss Nannia H. Burroughs 
« Jos Pillups Mr. Tanse’ RutLer. ~ 
Mss Lovise Blacknm ; Mrs. Myra Callis a 
~ Miss Irene Bloon — | Mrs. Florence Collins ~- 
Mrs. Rosa Flount | | Mr Calvin Cousing. 
Yr. Le Ce Blount Yr. John P. Davis ». 
Miss Emelic Ne Cabule Mrs. Hilda Evans ‘~. 
Mr. Ae C: Childs | ¥r. Joseph HK. Be Brans ¥ # 
Miss Thelne Cornsezll | Mr. Dutton Ferguson 
Yr. John Dency Mr. Howard Fitzhugh . 
Miss Florence Daniels . Mr. Lionel Florant .~ 
mi. Alexander Dean Mr, Willian Hastie— 
Re Je Evans « Eugene Holmes,” 
ti,>e Melzetta C. Gamble » Sidney Jackson 
wie. Snow Fe Grigsby hens | te He Jernagin 
‘iiss Blizabeth L. Culley Mr. John A. Lankfard \ 
Mise Vie A. Kendrick FF Dr. Alain Locke ”.- ° 
kr, Hayward Mabrin fr, Val Lorwin-¢ «"- 
're Jonn Meadoo. : Mr. Benjamin Ma> s> 
Biss Mesde 1, : .} Dean Kelly Miller. . 


Mr. Crawlord Kelson . | AIT. George B. Murphy, cr. pe file 
Mes, Pz arin se Peck , Mrse Helen Ee Newye ae 
Revorer:) ie He Pect:/ . Mr. Harry We ee ° Laie a 


\ttorney C. LeBron\Simnons ---* | ~Mr, Robert Ray 

Wiss Beatrice Sirzicns Mire Ho 4-Smith: 

Yrs. Christine Smith ! Mr. A. Langston Taylor 
vr, Je Ce Smith ~~] 3 Mrs. Mary Church -Terrell 


(ar Thomzs Re Solozon-' Wr. Prentice Thones 
—Herenell H. Stewart , “r. Frenklin Thorne a 


‘r. Frederick S. “eav 
sttorney Marrice ugar a rs Fikes oes Son veal 
‘Miss Beatrice Ce Terrel ie. Mewar D. woadeon 

Mrs, Beculeh Whitby \ ¥. 
/?: re Edward Willisas <—\ | rT) Palt; 
wr, Georce Ke wilson . a ae 
¥r. Herbert De. Wisdom ; Bernard Ades *: t 
Miss Jeanette “orlds | '  * Mr. Robert Je Banks, 
Hiss helen M. Wright | : Mr. Albert Blumberg \ 
Vrse Mary Zuk | Mr. John T. Dorsey \ 
Dr. Mason Ae hawkins 
“@SHINGTON, D. C. dir. William hk. .tones 
: ; ~Mrs. Edward S. Lewis 
{. Ben Allen ) ‘<Mr. Edward Lewis’ 
. Silbert Banfield . Mrse Samuel “orsell 
. -agcerge We - Beasley Yr. Samel Morsell 
ys BS >ae “Brown | Mr. George B. Murphy, Sr. 
ie fee tiee Brown Revurend D. Es Rize 
| : Mr. Chester Seward-~ 
_ Miss Margaret, -—" 


Zs 
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NATIONAL N23RO CONGRESS 
jINTEWAL SECURITY (R) 


a . | 
a . ' : et. > Se 
“a f Le inoIs = Chiecaro a Tk aed an se 
A: 
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. Solonon Ader’ Mr Waddie hi, Fort Scott t 2s on 
» WO. Rousefieh . } j hy gree” « 


‘ 
_ 
a 


' os , ; ! 
shop Jar.es A. Bray er DELAYIARE ie “ 
‘~Attcorney Cscar Brom / : —— 

- Attorney Cherles Wesley Burton —— Attorney Louis Reddin Wilmington — 
Bis..op R. Ae Carter _ [er a : 
lfYe James hee Davie NEF JERSEY 7 t™ 
fr. Edware' Le Doty~ ! ee : 

Mr. Charles S, Duke -~ | ' Mrs. Evelyn v ‘Broek, Westfiod | 
or ° . 7 
i. Alex WW. Dunlap on « Frank Griffin,,Paterson- . .* 
Mec Thyre Edwards — Alice Arrington, Oran 
. ss Madeline Evans + | Messe Grace Valentiné, Bordentom _ . 
lire Ae Le Foster Hre Willizx Be. a, Bordentown 
Mrse Irene Gaines | 
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S.*Lethia Fleming, Clevelz ig 
B. Racene Cheeks 
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| wks: Vaude Bhite, Cleveland 
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ss Le Pearl Mitchell, Clevéland | 
“Reverend D. Ormond Walker 9 Cleveland | 
Reverend nerace Vihite, Cleveland 
Revereni Janes P. Foote, Cleveland 
Dr. Re Re Wright, Wilberforce 
Bishop Reverdy C. Ransome, Wilberforce 
Reverend &. De. lfoore, Columbus : 
¥rs. Estelie Davis, Cincinnati 


Ils 


ir. Charles Pf Howeri, Des Moines _ 
Urse Se a Brown,~Des Moines 


CALLS OnN Ts 


"r, Loren iiller, Los An eles 


Lr. Howerc P. Jones, Perxeley 
Reverend |. L. Caston, El Centro 


MASS THUSH TTS 


kr. George oike, Boston 


GEORGIA 


Bishop We A. Fountain, Atlanta . 

Mr, Reginald Johnsor., Atlanta ~ 4 
cesse 0. Thomas, Atlanta | 
Jesse Playton, Atlanta = 

Mr. Forrester Vashington, Atlanta . 

Mrs. Florence Je Hunt, Fort Valley 


TERNESSED | 


Reverend S. N. Vass, Nesh:ville 
Dr. John 2. iles, Crattanoorca | 
rs. Fe. H. Snaxleferd, Chattanocgs 
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¥rs, MaryijlcDougal, Puleville 
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ir. A. De Mathews, -Birminghan 


_Mrs. Marie Butler, Birminsham 


INDIANA - ae 


NH. 


Reverend A. Marshall com : “Incienap- 2 
FLORIDA 
Mr. T.. Crawford, St, Petersourg. 
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ie aia 


urs. Addie Dickerson, Pni? sdelphie 
Kr. Wayne L. Hopkins, Philadelphia 
i. John M, Marques;, Philadelphia - 
Urse Helen L. Pir¥ett, Pil 
Mr. Samel H.- Reading, Piiladelphta~ 
Miss Mae P. Kaplan, Phileie’sthda © < 
ir. Be De Amis, Philadelpt 43 ary x! 
Mr. Thomas Nabried, Philedelphisa -- 
Mr. Townsend H. Johpson, Philadelrhie 
Mr, Zander A. —") IFe; ae 
Mr. Ae We McPherson, Pittsburgh: 
Mr. Willian Thornton, Pittsburgh ” 
ur, Janes Es Simmons, Fittsburgh |, 
Mrs Maud P. Coleuan, - isburgh %, 
VIRGINIA poe “rere 
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ur Ranéolph White, Charloxtesville 
Mr. Donald Burke, Richmonc 


| Mr. Harry W. Roberts, Richmond 
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ir. Lowell Wateon ,"Logen 
Mr. T. Ge Nuiter, Charlestca 
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NATICNAL NEGRO CONGRESS 
INTERKAL SECURITY (R) 


Cincinnati Times Star March 30, 1936: 
se" NICOLAT) CIKOVSXEY end Miss ESTELIE DATIS will report OM.“ :.6 
the recent American Artists' Congress and the National Negro Congress. 
resvectively, at the meeting of the American League Against War and.’ | 
Fascism, Friday at 8:30 P.M. at the Central Parkway Branch,of the -~ 
ue us Ce A. Room 203. , , ie! | 
bed 67 


™n the report of nienit Arent Ga at ee 

, Cincinnati, Ohio, October &, 1940, in a case UU ieeS PARTY, | 

| COLLTYELS, OF0, InTERNAL SUCURITY. there is noted that cOnN P.JDAVIS, tet 4 f Ais 
Secretery of the National Negro Congress was elected to the Nationalé. i: ¥. m 
Council of the Aner: ican Peace Mobilization. On this same board is. <b OR . 4 ~d 
&lzo noted Dre MAY: TERA, Presiden: o?.the National Negro Congress. . te 4 * 
In the sane report it is noted that DAVIS was a speaker at =, are *. 
Na -ional Convention of the WORKERS ALLIANCE. ae 


tM 


A further review of the fies of this office failed to 
reveal any information of value concerning ee organization. 


ENCLOSUZiS: TO THE NEW YORE ro DIVISION - | , 
pia 

Pamphlet entitled yoall for National egro congress Ey aA ° 

UNDEVELOPED arn TE CINCINNATI FLELD DIVISION 
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o 4 wr". ws, 


AT WILBERF RCE, ae : ict BIC 


St ™ 
j a , 
%. iad 
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«yb, 


creetly interview 
tnen regarding the National Negro Congress. If either ox both are 
interviewed and show a willingness to give information they shcvwid 
be fully questioned regarding the background of the National Necro 
Congress, its leaders, purposes, mexbership, and activities. Ali 
literature available end this organizetion shovld be secu: aad 
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NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 
INTERAL SECURITY (R) . 


vy CIN? Ty: 


AT COLUMBUS, OHIO — 


Will SonNaey 
organization. | } 


At CINCIRNATI AND. COLI, OffTO 


| Will endeavor to ascertain the sresent scene leader— 
ship, and membership of this organization in the event it. is still 


found to be in active existence. 


Will ascertain the died of ail dietied “of this 
organ. zition as set out in this report or that may be. bereatver | 
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Form No.1 
THIS CASE er. AT New York City 


DATE WHEN MADE 


ean » Indiena 2/2/41 


. 


xmas - .* CHARACTER or CADE + : > 


— 
os 2° 


sATZONAL NERC CONCRESS Bhp! be SEctpITy - & 


i. 


| SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Files reviewed and pertinent in- 
Tormation set out. 


-P- 


Bureau teletyres dated December 3/7, 
a92¢ and January 22, 13/1 cé 


AT INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 


A review of the files of the = 
a> reflecved by the inaices, discloses the rcilowire Som 
he oreen*cation lmom es the "Naticnal Negro Congress." 


A letter was prepared uncer agate of Sc. m™ber 12, 

1940, by che Testineton rle.a Division, ouvlining the cemonstratiens is 2>..nectionr, 
Wats the Americar. Peace vWooilizeticn Movement held in the Distriet of Cclua 
on Septerder 4, 5, 0, anc 7, 1940. As reporved therein, speec’. 5- & JT. 
Executive Secret: of the Nationel herzro Cor.zress, was mace at cre of 
mestings on September 4, 1540. It is likewise mentioned in rs 
parvy tas held by the Youth Council of ot Oras 
Ar rican P2ace '’svilization meeting 

“ashineton, 


There is further set ort the coptents 
speech by JOHN T3 DAVIS, Executive Secretary of the hc*ioncl Negr* Cer. 
the American Peace Mobili zation meeting on September 6, 1°43. * 


ALL HFORTSAT OT CON FARES: 
HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED 
_ DAT 2 " 


BDO i... TT WATE IN THC AE SAC 


C] 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


‘5 = Pureau COPIES DESTROYF:;: 
{2c Kew York es yy. oy 2574 
A2-= indian2nolis" mrs wes 8 


= UNDEVELOPED 1 


> 4 


AUQOLTS FIELD DIVISION 


A+ Inclizravolis, Indiare . 


“7211 ecrauuct investication to determine “n= existetiice of 
the mover... ; the "National Nezro Congress" in the state oF 
Indizre. <2: the ¢cvert such existence +8 determined will rasort date, 
place, cire rictances of orizin, personel history of each oificer, 
local anc naticnal list ef sporsors, aizs and purposes, prograr, 
conNCSssonS , remifications, membership, v:ational-y anc Sz <tate, 

copies cf a.1 available liter:ture and items of kindred nature. 
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Porm No. 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEN YORA CITY | | FILE No. 2. 100-263 cof 


REPORT nace at DATE v/H@i MADE PERIOD FOR | REPORT MADE BY a ~ 
| BUNTINOTO!, Ye Vi 2-5-L1 1-15-~9-41 ~ a > 
L. : = sy Ue no mE L7eo : 
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une. " , CHARACTER Or CASE | :, - 


WAT TORAL NEGRO CF | TETHER, SECURITY 


: | eo? —— 
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SYNO*SIS OF FACTS: meral stuvey of We. Vae to‘dste Paile to rovcal 
prescase of any organization diretty conncsted 
with tne NATIOCAMAL YEGRO CONCEESS. Hox ever, >tne 
Hurtinzton Field Divieimn files wevesl presences, 
of a Negro organisaticn, THE-VahICY ‘COUNTY YOUTH 
COUNCIL which is believe’ tg bs Coan onietic, Hurt ~ 
inzton Pile #10070. Iteaffiiiatizcns presmtly 
unknown. No perticutar gn cirestiy affiliates 
with NATI ONAI NEGRO CUNGRES «T. OF i? ‘tO exist in Logan, | 
We Va-, vut representatives of fUsITD MINE “WORKERS 
Tebor Union reported as attasns eormal méecting of 
sfc orgenization in 186 am 1940. +. 
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ee > 


REPERENT os Bureau teletype to all Speci Agents in Charge -x- < . 
com Keshineton Field Office, dat ed” B= Vimb0e wer 


Revert of Sp-ctal bow: <: a Maoh espeata, 
ed er i 4 ; ‘ ; a ke | —_ oe es i _ d xi 
raf ATES: AT KUSCINGTCN, WES? V.WGINT2 | ae we. 


bh raview cf the files of tho | atite 2 Pield Dag sion re 
vealed the pcsence cf an organization kn«wn as th s¥aiicn “CoLMeY YOUS 4 CCU TIT: 
which i» also known as the NEChS YOUTH COUNCIL leasvi at Fairmont, Woot Vir,zint- 
Tails orgs izeti 3 4 as having &pprocina tel; 250 marb-*3, 4ts autho Lb C 
leadcr being 2 Kezro teacher ia the imber wep» High School ’ 
Fairmort. The fi.cs revcal that woilo this orgarisct.on has the cetensible prr- 
pose of servir., as a Negro dott: rment vd eb? doa ib exa™t activitics aro nr 
known ant it y del sp that it is Commuaistic ¢*°. “‘atirce ea files reveoi rizt 
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a are also connected witn this exphiciosha ta. 
eacs are being set ort to concuct further ee ernie this or- 


gani =ee in the vicinity of Fairagnt. 


AT LOGAN, WEST VIRGINIA 2% é7< 


keferenace msl N cet Sie that the local 
branch of the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS was en to be in apes of formtion 
in Logan, West Virzinia in 1936. Sy wre ee ro 


. 
aS et y: 


iz In thie sity the writer ‘quanautad he 9" Sa dndividuels concerning 
this matter but encountered negative results in edch instance inagnuch as none of 
them had ever heard of this organisation existing in this vicinity: 


b7< 


BWC, 


: Accordingly, the writer contacted MAD stated tht ke knows 
of RO lesal council of the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS or any local. @rganisation ci- 
reotly connected therewith. However, he advised that it is his. understanding tht 
itkore have been local delogates sont ts national meetings of the -NATIC:AL NEGRO 
CONGRESS. ‘ stated that to the best of his knowledgo W. L of McRILLIE, the: Secre- 
.. tery of the/ INTERNATIONAL WORKERS ORDER in Logan, attendéd a netional meeting of 
this orgenisation in New York in 1936 as did also JOHN‘ TURNER, @ Ne miney er- 
ployed by the ISIAND CREEK COAL CQ/PANY in Holden, West Vice a, Si 
stated that in 1%0O, JOHN/HARRIS, a colored miner employed by the 
COAL COMPANY at Holden, Kest Virginia, attended a meeting of this organication i- 
- Birmingham, Alabcm, stated that both MeNILLIE and HARRIS are eonn-ste:. 
- With the INTERNATIONAL ORDER and that all three of the adove indivicuals |. 
are. active in labor rahumes al? belengirg to the UXITED MINE WORKERS. Accordins 
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i 100-153 


' ‘the Sebesmath on reteived the WAT'TONAL NEGRO CONGRESS oeut literature to b?: 
__ leeal mine branches in the vicinity of Laan and Holdem, Wost, Jirginia, and 
in respense thereto these individuals were elected as delezates, 

orroborated this informretiona 


furnished the following information _ 


concerning the above three individualse >. 


Aa 


we sta* Ane! tBa. 
HARK s not gmerslly considered as being cennecte: fers eve Eo ene nt - 


- gilthougs it is believed he is connected with ‘the TAO ERNATT ONAL WORKERS @ ORDER. 


™; “we. 


ates aeegp oy a8 on tes 


The reliability and discretion ot > verified through «... 
fm af the abcv 3 named individuals mbes “th mezeitc 22 Leran, Weet = | 
: iwhe- It is noted that he appeared to be an individml of intelligence. re 

stated that he would be obserwant of any information which czme to © 
his attention in comection with this organization and woulda furnish the some 


to the Huntington Ficlid Division, the address of which was given to him. 


In acdition to the ebove investigation, the folloring persons hawe bee: 
‘contacted relative te the existence of the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS i: their re- 
spective vicinities, but negative results were ebtained in each instances of 


AT CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA. 2 oe ee he 


| . ecisl ° aaa 

Office of the Secretary of State, who upon examination of the records in that ; 
Office advised that this Organization does not have a — is not registere< 
in the State of West Virginia. , 


AT HUNTINGTON, WEST VIRGINIA 


AT HOLDEN, WEST VIRGINI4 


AT SOUTH CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA - 


MATOUN, WEST VIRGINA 2S Es 
47C: ;P 


4 
& 


The folloring individuals were contacted by Special ——- 
ith negative results in each instance: eee e ? CD 


AT BUCKHANNON, WEST VIRGINIA 


AT ELKINS, WEST VIRGINIA 


AT MILL CREEX, VEST VIXSINIA 


AT HARMAN, WEST VIRGINIA 


AT FFANKLIN, WEST VIRGINIA . 
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AT BERSELEY SPRINGS, WEST VIRGINIA - 


AT PIEDMONT, WEST VIRGINIA © < 


Ss 


,s ® «4 


AT BRICETON MIL'S, WEST VIRGINIA 


wy! - *@" gs? a ys m4 : 
“ ERIM 18 Angie: PteSc 
; oe so wa? “te ie ‘ Sf & 5° 4 


AT MANNINCTON, WEST VIRGINIA. 


AT CLA2KSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA ~ 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 
HS HUNTINGTON FIEID DIVISION ee ered 
hs | Wilt continue the survey in the reiaining sane of the State of West’ 


ft Virginia: The walue of Luwspaper morgues should be borne in mind in conduting 
. investigetions in the lerger cities inasmuch as they will likely com air eetoun.s 


of any publieity this Se may have receivede — + 
AT LOGAN, WES] VIRGINIA . i. 


additional information he ent. A1n@de eee 3 


| Will conduct ciscreet liens as ‘Ja the activities ‘on affilieticns 
of the MARION COUNTY YOUTH COUNCIL, bearing in mind thst this seeeet setts ien Al 
be affiliated with the NATIOUAL Merec ‘ei=ke ~ thic ec 44 
vested that contact ‘with 
uy be fruitfol. 
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’ REPOR( MADE AT 


v. “Sy | DATE WHEN MADE : PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 


. S 
¥ 


“NATIONAL NEGHC CONGRESS — 4 


717 Florida Avenue N.Y. 


INTERVAL SECDRITY - R 


_ SYNO -SiS OF FACTS: 


wastiingtcn, De Ce fa 


TIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS first convered 
in Chicégo Feb. 14, 1935, as a result 
of a call issuec Oct. 1935 by a grarp of 
pecple interested in the negro estion. 
This group was known as thefdtional 
Sponsoring Comittee for a National Negro “a 
Congress. JOHN Pe DAVIS was the secretary... 
Convention met Feb. 14-16, incl., 1936; 
attended by 817 delezge*es from 585 mrp 
tions located in 28 states and the District’. 
of Columoia. The general purpose of the ~ 
Cong~ess was to mest the increasingly me 
Gifficult eccnomic end social problexs wich 
faced the negro people in Americé and a ne3d 
for the establishment through united action 
of a strong movement against the social and 
econouic repressions being experienced by .-~ 
the negroe The Congre:s is composed of 
affiliated orgenizations,. | Spec“ers at Pirst 
Congress inciuded JAMES W,j FORD, noted Commnist, 
. and MAX \YERGAX, then of South £frica, now &ctive 
in negro move;ent in U.S. Three Congresses: have 
been held, the latest being Avril 26, 27 aid 28, 
1940 , ,at Has’. wington, De Ce, at wuich a split 
occurred and some menbers quit the — 
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qs The Labor Fact Book, Vol. 4, states the formation of. ti8. 
NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS was perhaps the greatest organizational . 


‘accomplishnent. of the Negro people in recent years. It reports that 


the First Congress in Chicago, Tl. in February 1936 had 912 celegates 


from some 551 orgenizations, "The ‘broad united front character, = 


the Congress is clear fromits representation among trade union,’ 


‘ civic, church, fraternal, pdliticsi,;youth, women's, educational, 


professionali, "business and fay groups," ‘a * 


The Second Congress is reported by the same source to. | 
have been held in Philadelphia, Pa. on October 15, 16, 17, 1937, 


with 1149 delegates in attendance. The largest representation was 


from trade unions and civic and community groups, each with 219- 
representatives, and 135 from fraternal organisations and 107 from 
political bodies. "Representing more than a million negroes, the’ 
Congress ras primarily concerned with the lot of negroes, stresssu 
preblens of legislation, security, war and Fascism, and other questions 
of concern to all progressive people." ~~ | A 

” 

: Describing the achievements of the Congress, the Labor Fact 
Book shows that the Congress reported that it aided‘in the unioniza~ 
tion drives armors steel, auto, tobacco, marine, mining and federdi 
workers; that ir tre steel union organizatior drive it distributed 
rey See leaflets especially addressed to negro steel workers; that 

in Richmond, Va., it assisted inthe organization of 5,000 negro 
tobacco workers; that it élso reported helping the United Automobile 
Worxers of America carpaign to organize the Ford workers, of whet 
11,000 are negroes. It conducted campaigns cgainst the Black Legion 
activities, police brutality in Washington, D. C., and for the climina- 
tion of textbooks which insult the Negro people in public schools;° 


and it supported the Harriscn-Black="letcher Bill \extending Federgl 
aid to education. 


ia. 
nd 


The Labor Fact Book, Vole 3, states that eerly in March * 
1933 the Executive Committee af the Comsunist (Third) I- ternational 
addressed a manifest to all labor organizations and socisl democratic 
parties asking thcn to unite with it against the at end the 
cap-talist offensive." In connection with this same mtter, th:- 
Labor Fact Book, Vol. 3, states that the Commnist Party of the J.S. 


bad made numerous proposals for working class wmiity and it enumerates 
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ee Oe | 
“ sone of the organizations; for example, the Joint Committee to 
Aid the Herndon Defense, which incladed a number of organizatic::s 


interested in the defense of the negro worker ANGELO/ N. 


In the same chapter, the Labor Fact Book, a 3, goes. 
into the mtter of "other united fronts" and it states that, with 
reference to the NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS of 1936, it "was the 
broadest united front of the Negro paople ever assendied in this . 
country on a@ program of action for Negro rights,* . ; 

The Third Congress was held at Washington, Pf.’ Ce, 
Avril 26, 27, 28, 1940. At this Congress, A. PHILIP\RANDOLF::, wno 
had been the President of the organization, walked out, satogether 
with several other people who objected to the alleged Cormunist 
cor.trol of the organization. 3 


. ¥ , 
In literature given out immeciately after the. Third 
Congress had terminated, tne Congress set out the aims of the 
rionsL NEGRO CONGRESS, as presented in Article 2 of the 
Constitution. Tzese are es follows: 
"l. To secure the full rights of citizenship for the 
Negro people as guaranteed by the 13th, 14th 
end 15th Amendments to the Federal Constitution, 
throuzh renoveal of the poll tax and all other 
forms of unconstitutional restrictions upon > 
the right to wte, te 
To secure the right of the Negro people to Be 
free from JimCrowism, segregation, discririna- 
tion, lynching and mob violence, and to wrk, 
for the enactment.of federal anti ——.: 
legislation, | a 
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To secure employment for the Negro people free 
from 4l1 manner of job discrimination by 

- governmental ezencies and private industry.-’. 
To promote the cause of trade unionism 
among Negroes and to work for the organization 
of Negro workers into trade unicns on a basis 
of full equality with all other trade union ° 
members. 
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To work for effective and adequate local, state. 
and national prograns for meeting the educetiornel, 
realth and housing needs of the people without 
discrimination with respect to geogrephical 2 
areas, anc to provide for security against ola © 
eze, dependencyjmemployment and want. 
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zc foster the cultural development and expression 
of the Negro people, to spread the truth re .” 
carding their traditions anc contributions ie 
"+. Anericen democracy, amd to combat all falsifica- 
tions ana distortions of their historic role in. Es 


American life. 


[2 promote the cause of peace, % aid the libers- 
tion of the oppressed peoples ‘ie Africa, West 
Indies, China, India and “ctin America, whose 
éespiretions for freedom are one with ours; & _., 
sopose imperialist wars and oppressica; and tc ~ 

strive for the realization of a genuine brother- 
nsod of ran in our time, 


| 


Jo promote the spirit of unity and cocveration = 
between the Negro and white people in a common 
struggle for their metual welfare and advancerent." 
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Alabarus EDWARD B. | STRONG ,» Barmirghes 


Califcrnia URS, FAY/ALIEN, Los Angeles 
LR. ROBERT S.}ROBINSON, Los Argeles 
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Connecticut Miss B B éaral \ RICE, South Norwalk 
ALD'VEEELDIN, Hartford 
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District of JULIUS A. | SOSTICK, Washington 
Columbia MISS THELMA, DALE, * Washington 
JOHN Pa DAVIS, Washington 
WILLIAM ALPHEUS) HUNTON, Washington 
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Indiana 


Maryland 


Massachusetts _ 
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> Nichtgan 


Wissouri 


New versey 
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New York 
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Fennsylvanie 
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, WILLIAM H. JERNAGIN, Washington 
| —SEROME OSBORE, Washington 
/ -U. SIMPSON TATE, Washington ~|,* 
1’ ASAMUEL W. WILLIAMS, Washington * 


%.°* 
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AQISS HAZEL HAYES, Chicago 
{ AMENRY JOHNSON, Chicago | 

YRILLIAM L. PATTERSON, Chicago 
"1 HERBERT M. SMITH, ‘Chicago 


GEORGE KIMBLEY, ‘gery 
EDWARD J. WINTERS, South Bend 


i 
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i. Wi. }PATTERSON, Baltimore 


| 
-{TTORNEY J. S. RS BOURNE, Boston * 
“DR. ROBERT A. STMUONS, Boston 
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aes ee p Detroit “°° 
“LeBRON ONS, Detroit 


“OWEN WHITFIELD, St. Louis 
ERS. Ge Ac RoBnison, Orange 


*IOUIS BURNHAM, New York City | | 
‘—CHARIES COLLINS, New York City —,'* 
. JAMES Wo FORD, New ‘York City ae 
. THOMAS JASPER, New York City os 
MISS NAOMI T. "KORNACKER, Kew Lor City 
-LOUIS MANNING, Brooklyn. | 
~¥ALCOM MARTIN, prooklyn i See 
—URS. MILDRED H. MEYERS, New York city 
_ "WALTER ROARK, New ‘York City 
~JOHN ¥. ROBINSON, “New York City. °. 
MISS JESSIE SCOTT, Brookl yn 
_ MAX YERGAN, New York City 


LHERMAN BROKN, Akron 


‘MISS GOLDIE' ERVIN, Philadelphia 
-B. ‘Fe GIBSON,. Pittsburgh 
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FRED HOLMES, Pittsburgh 
JASON, Philadelphia .. 
“CHARLES A. LEWIS, Ph¥ladelphia ~. 


,¢ ~- 


Rhode Island co ; * Providence * 
ie ; LEESTEN , Providence - 


South Carolina | “TRES A. BRIER, Greenville 
Texas  “ELASON SMITH, Waco 


Virginia ra H. CROCKER, Suffolk 
. \Wyauns JACKSON, Richmond 
 “USAMES R. JOHNSON, Roanoke 


4 a > - | . ” 7 . 
There were present at the congress 1285 duly acctedited “2 +9 
delegates from 28 states, the District of Columbia, Haitj, Chile © ° 
and Cuba. Observers were present from 28 organizations, -, The 


representation was from the following types of organizations: 


Trade unions 

Churches 

Women's groups: . 
Fraternal organizations 66 

Civic groups : 

Professional groups 

Farm groups 

Educa* ional atiiinitiht ane 77 

Youth groups 185 

Business groups 10 

Political organizations 40 

Unemployment _ eronye 30 


According to the literature. of the organization, ‘the 
officers of the Congress are as follows: 


“President: MAX YERCAN, New York, N.Y. = Dr. seiiie 
is director of the/International Committee on | 
African Affairs end a memder of the faculy of the 
City College of New York. For 17 years he wes: . 
South African maabiiacd of the oe Men's Christiar 
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Association. He was awarded the Spingarn Medal by the 
National Association for the Advancement of Coléred 
People in 1934 for the ®most distinguished servite to 
the hegro ee: in that years. . | Lf 


~~ 


Vice Presidents:“" | vid o 


° 
~~ 
7 
=, 


moat JOHNSOi, Tlinocis = Mr. ‘Johnson is Assistant . 3 
atibnal Director of the Packinghouse Workers Orgahiz~ 

ree Committee. Under his leadership 20,000 Negro’ pack- 
inghouse workers have been brought into "the trade union. 
Prior to this work Mr. Johnson was a national crggmiser 
anong Negro steel workers. als 
REV. WILLIAM E. JERNAGIN, District of Columbia - Rey. ae 
Jernazgin is pastor of Mount Carmel Baptist Church in ar 
Washington, D. C. He is national president of the. 
Sunday School and Baptist Young Peoples Union with,. 
more than one million members. 


unS. FAY ALLEN, California = Mrs. Allen is president of 
the Los Angeles Council of the National Negro Congress. 
She is a member of the Board of Education of the City 
of Tos Angeles, having been elected to this office by . 
117,000 votes; the highest number of votes ever polled 
for a Negro candidate for public office, se 


REV. OWEN WEITFIELD, Missouri — Rev. Whitfield is international 
vice presider.. of the United Cannery, Agricultural,’: 

Pacxing anc Allied Workers of America. He is a member 

of the Commission appointed by the Governor of Missonri 

to investigate conditions among workers. He was the- 

leader of the famous'roadside strike' of 4,000 Negro. and 
white evicted tenant famers which brought national | | 
attention to the problems of the Serres 


DR. CHARLES A. LESIS, Pennsylvania - Dr. Lewis is pr spident 
of the Philacelphia Council of the National Negro Congress. 
He has been active in civic work in Philadelphia for 
more than a quarter of a century. 
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DR. ROBERT A. SIMMONS, Massachusetts - Dr. Simons is 
one of the leaders of Negro Congress work in Ner England. 
He is an outstanding medical ee r 


_..8 
o,@ ~e 


National Secretary: JOHN P. DAVIS, District of Columbia - 
Mr. Davis is a graduate of Bates College and Harvard Law 
School. He was executive secreatry of the Joint Committee 
on National Recovery for three years; and has been’, : 
national secretary of the Conzress since its beginning. 

He is Vice President of the Southern Conference on Human 

Welfare. : 


National Treasurer: U. SIMPSON TATE, District of Cine, 
Yr. Tate has hac ten years experience &s &€n accountént witb 
the hational Eenefit Life Insurance Company. He is:a -.- 
preduate of Lincoln University and securec his M.A23:from 
the Wharton School of Finance of the University of:*Penn. 

At present he is a finance officer at the hational Office 
of the United Federal Workers of America. 


ie as 


Fir:ancial Secretary: JULIUS ih BOSTICK, Georgia — . 

Mr. Bostick attended Morehouse College in Atlanta. . ‘He 

is en account/2nd bookkeeper by profession; he has servec — 
for two years as treasurer of the Washington Council 

the National Negro Congress. ! x 


‘f, 4 
- ute Gar “4h 'e 1 *8 


* & 
» 
. 
. 
* 
. _ ; 
> : 
. 
‘ 
: ’ 
“o 
Ww 
m< 


' _'* 
a 
a 


attr, >. 


1 SQIMETR Be ys oes 
“tt 


National Yout:. Secretary: LOUIS BURNHAM, New York =. 
Mr, Purnhan is president of the Harlem Youth Federation; 
gracuate of ti.e City College of New York." ree 
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Among the names given above as | menbers of the Kational 
Executive Board, there appear the following : ea 
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JAUES W. FORD, who is a member of the National en 
of the Communist Party; also member: of the Politicaél 
Committee of the Communist Farty; and wes Co:mmnist . 
Party candidcte for Vice President in 1940. He resides 
art 62 South 13th Street, Newark, N.J. : “ 
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leaflets peid for by the Congress to negro workers urging their 


- “membership in trade unions; that it has come to the aid of labor 


and strikes. The letter mentioned that the National Negro’ 
Congress had 72 local coumcils. The letter solicited finascial 
support and stated that to every organization contributing ‘$100. 
one page in the program was being provided for a fraternal’ 
greeting, and for every organization contribution $50. a‘half . 
page wes being reserved. This letter was signed by JOHN P. DAVIS, 
then National Secretary of the Congresse | is 


On November 16 and 17, 1940, there was held the fir st 
Nevy York StateConference of the National Negro Congress, head= 
quarters of which rere at 200 West 135th Street, Room 212; New 
York City, and at 430 Franklin Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. The Call 
issued for this conference stressed the fight against the 
militarizetion of the negro youth, Jim Crow conditions, afi the 
need for resisting what was referred to.as the "drive towerds — 
war", The conferezce set out the following purposes: . 


le Equal job opportunities for the Negro people. 
2- A decent standard of living. 
3. Adequate los-cost housing. : 


4. Equal justice for the Negro people. se 
5. An end to Jim Crowism in National mer eane o ore 
The Wanhetten Council of the National Negro Conkress is 
located at 200 West 235th Street, Room 212, New York City,..and the 
officers are HOPE R.! STEVENS, President, NAOMI Tt KORKACKER, Executive 


Secretery, ERNEST L DIMITRY , Treasurer. 


visiting the above & 72D 
y of the leadership 
of the Mational Negro Congress and of the Manhattan Councf1 were 
pro-Communist. 


The aiid "Resolutions of the National an £ongress", 
which dealt with the First Congress, states that the Natfonal - 
Negro Conyress was not Comuunist and was not dominated by Communists ; 
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— that it hes Comrunists in it, per ar it bias Republicans’ in “4t. roy 


, 1a quotes as saying "I am not a Communist. - -. “Ss Pra 


JOHN F. DAVIS, the moving spirit of the Congress and Secretary, | 


is not 2 Commnis*t 
wi tling to go dow. 


- « e e Out while i am not a Commnist, I am 
fighting for the rights of any negro te — 


' exercise his constitutional right as a free man to join the 
Comaunis. Party or any other party he may choose to joias* 
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.Pazphlet, 


Pamphlet, ae A Us Build a National itene Congress” 
by JOHN P! ‘DAVIS » published by the Nationgl: | 
Sponsoring Comni tted of the ‘National Necro 
Congress. ‘Sys a. 
Parphlet, "The Nias Proceedings of. the National a 
Negro Congress, Feb. 14,15, 16, 1935, chicago” : 
"Resolutions of the National Negro * o 
Congress, Chicago, 1936". 


. 
is . 4 , 
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Call to the Third Netional Negro Cong-ess, 


April 26, 27, 28, 19.9. 


Call to the First hew York State Confereace of — 
the National Negre Congress, November 16, 27; 12D. 


Pamphlet, \"Democracy and the Negro People Todsy;" 
b:y MAX YEP3AN> putlished by the National’ —_ 
Con fTeCSS.e J 2 : 
iimeogrepned leaflet Pegro Women in tHe Fig’.. for 
Peace" put out by the Manhattan Council” ‘pf the 
Kational Negro Congress. mn 


‘iv VELOPED LELDS 


NE YORK FIELD DIVISTON 


a* 
.»* 


Will continue this Srvestigetion to obtain additional 


- 4ySormation concerning the activities of the Netional Nerr:- 


Congress 


, and to keep informed of its officers and their biographies. 


- PENDING =. 


Coll TO THE 


FIRST NEW YORK STATE 


CONFERENCE 


OF THE 


NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 


for 


Equal Job Opportunities for the Negro People 


A; Docent Standard of Living { oe oe a 


Adequate Low-Cost Housing 
Equal Justice for the Negro People 


An End to Jim-crowism in National Defense 


NOVEMBER 16, 17, 1940 


PARK PALACE 


5 West 110th Street 
New York City 


Why A Conference? 


One half & million Negro people live in the State of New York. They share with some nine 
million other New Yorkers the responsibilities of citizenship. They contribute to the wealth and 


progress of this great State and of the Nation. 


. Yet everywhere the iNegro citizen of New York feels the brutal hand of race prejudice hold- 
ing him back from freedom, progress, and happiness. 


Earning a living for him is a double burden. He seldom receives jobs in civil service, because 
devious ways are used to bar him. Public utilities enjoying government franchise, discriminate 
against him. In Harlem alone, over fifty thousand Negro families spend three million dollars a year 
for gas, light, and phone bills; yet they. receive less than a thousand jobs~slmost exclusively as 
menials—from the public utilities. The story is the same in other cities of the State. Private in- 
dustry willingly follows this pattern of discrimination against Negroes set by the State, the cities, 
and public utilities. As a result, Negro workmen are shunted into low-paid and unprotected jobs 


in domestic service and unskilled labor. 


Not only in the areas of our country dominatéd by the Ku Klux Klan, but also in the free State 
of New York, are Negroes forced to live in unhealthy slum areas; forbidden to move with their 
children into healthier neighborhoods by the open conspiracy of real estate boards sanctioned by 


| 
| state and city officials. s 

: | - rire r yan . « | Oa 
ere Srumy mtne bigdted areas of the South, but in Nassau County, New York, and in other 


areas of our State, are the police used to beat, maul, and indimidate the entire population so as 


to prevent strugg'es for equality. Places of public accommodation, such as hospitals, hotels, and 
theatres, are permitted to engage in vicious anti-Negro discrimination in clear violation of the 
laws of the state. In our Empire State the schools, playgrounds, hospitals and other facilities used 
customarily by Negro citizens are a disgrace and crying shame. 


THESE THINGS ARE KNOWN TO THE PEOPLE OF NEW YORK, TO THE OFFICIALS 

OF OUR STATE AND CITY GOVERNMENTS. Two years ago, a Temporary Commission to 

Investigate the Conditions of the Urban Colored Population, appointed by Governor Lehman, 

gave clear and convincing evidence that Negroes in the State of New York suffer untold discrimi- 

nation. The Commission suggested then a partial remedy for many of these evils. Fourteen bills 

were recommended by the Commission to the State Legislature. Today twelve of these bills are 

dead. The Negro people who suffer the consequences of this inaction now demand of Governor 

_ Lehman and the cunning politicians who control the Legislature (now clamoring for attention 
from the 300,000 Negro veters in the State), that legislative action be taken. 


WHAT IS THE STORY IN THE NATION AT LARGE? In our State, Federal Anti-Alien 
legislation is being used to render jobless and unprotected more than 100,000 Negro West 


» 


Indians and Latin Americans. Our Negro youth is being militarized under Jim-crow conditions 
which place added burdens on the backs of the Negro people. Meanwhile . . . with brutal disre- 
gard for the citizenship rights guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States... vital 
legislation such as Anti-Lynching and Poll Tax Repeal Bills as well as labor and social legislation are 
scrapped by a war-mad Congress. 


Billions are being spent for so-called national defense. No single effective step has been 
taken to guarantee the Negro Americans jobs and training under this program. 


To this drive towards war, the Negro people of New York and the Nation must call a halt. 
Our program must demand an end to home-spun fascism. The rights of the Negro draftees and 
their families must be protected and respected under the Conscription Law. 


TOTAL DEFENSE OF AMERICA DEMANDS TOTAL DEMOCRACY FOR ALL AMERICANS. 


Program—Ynily and Action 


Our program must be to unite ourselves with the progressive forces of labor in the State for 
protection of the living standards and citizenship _— of ALL the people. 
; ' ; J ‘ : 
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The future of the Negro people in the State of New York demands that our youth be given 
the chance for decent education and decent jobs. 


The National Negro Congress meets the challenge presented by these problems with a call 
for unity and action. 


Every anti-democratic, un-American attempt to degrade the Negro people, to rob them of a 
chance to earn a living or to destroy their rights as citizens, is a blow to democracy in the State 
of New York and the Nation. DENY THE RIGHTS OF THE NEGRO PEOPLE IN AMERICA 
TODAY AND YOU DENY THE RIGHTS OF ALL AMERICANS TOMORROW. 


The Negro people must fight against these evils. 
The trade unions and all progressive groups must join them in this struggle. 
“} 


All Americans must recognize this danger. 


To all these groups this call is issued to a New York State Conference where we shall soberly 
adopt a program for action and vigorously carry it out. 


This is our invitation to you to join us in the struggle to make America strong and free. 


INSTRUCTIONS TO DELEGATES 


TIME: All detogates are expected to register between 10 and 1! A.M. Saturday, November 16, 1940, 
at Park Palace, 5 West 110th Street, New York. 


First session begins promptly at 11 A.M. 
. 


FEES: Each delegate will be required to pay a registration fee of one dollar to cover the cost of the 
conference. 


REPRESENTATION: Each organization is entitled to one delegate for every fifty members or fraction 
thereof. Organizaticns are urged to send the full number of delegates fo which they are en- 
titled. 


ADVANCE REGISTRATION of delegates, together with registration fees should be sent to the New 
York State Conference Committee of the National Negro Congress at offices listed below. 


TEAR OFF HERE 


CREDENTIAL 


New York State Conference of the National Negro Congress 


TE deceives dcrnoninne 


(Print name in full) 


ee Be OT a. 


NUMBER OF MEMBERS 
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OFFICER CERTIFYING THE CREDENTIAL—TITLE. ne eeeecnenees ; 


(This credential should be filled in and mailed to the New York State Conference Committee, 200 West 135th 
Street, Room 212, or 430 Franklin Avenue, Brooklyn, as soon as the delegate is selected. If more than one dele- 
gate is chosen, one credential should be mailed in for each delegate.} 


NEW YORK STATE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE OFFICES 


Manhattan: 200 West 135th Street, Room 212 
Phone: AUdubon 3-8977 


Brooklyn: 430 Franklin Avenue, Brooklyn 
<—-*" 


NEGRO WOMEN IN THE FIGHT FOR PEACE 


eee ei awn aenmwe a feat Fewer e ene SF Se fF ee Kr eee Se ee eS = = = 


. 
~~ 


The Netional Negro Congress, expressing the deep feel- 
ing of the Negro people, is enxious to cooperate with all 
Americens in promoting the cause of peace and of full demo- 
crecy in our country. 


The National Negro Congress is working to secure the 
full rights of citizenship for the Negro people. It is work-~ 
ing to put an end to segregation and discrimination and to 
secure employment for Negroes. It demends the passage of the 
Anti-Lynching and Geyer Poll Tax Bills and fosters the epirit 
of unity anc coopersetion between the Negro end White people 
in a common struggle for their mutuel welfere. 


Negro women throughout our country are pleying en in- 
creseingly important role in developing the etruggle for the 
above aims. They ere varticulerly active in the fields of 
employment, housing, and the promotion of educational end re- 
crestional facilities for their children. 


The womexn are becoming more and more awere of the dan- 


gers facing their sons and husbande as our country is drag- 

ged further into the present war. And it is the women who will 

continue to demand, through orgsenizations such es the Nation- 

al Negro Udngréss, thet we keep out of the. weamwand that. 

their lives, and those of their loved ones be not endangered, === 


The Manhattan Council of the National Negro Congresses is 
launching a jobs program to secure employment of Negroes in 
the construction of the new battery tunnel and on the new bus 
lines of Brooklyn. The Council has also started a "job-hunt" 
in Harlem for Negro women in the white collar industry. 


The Menhattan Council calle upon ell delegetes present 
at this Women's Conference of the American Peace Mobilization 
to rally to ite support by: 


1. Electing a revresentetive from their 
orgenizetion to work with the Man- 
hatten Council; and 


Mailing the neme of the revresentative 
to Miss Naomi Kornecker, Executive 
Secretary; Menhattan Council, 200 West 
155th St. Rm 212, New York City. 


_: @all to the 


Third National Segre Congress 


Tm eee e- 


- April 26, 27, 28, 1940 


United States 


Department of Labor Auditorium 


WASHINGTON, D. C.' 
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Info: ration for De’: sates 


Number of Delegates: Fach local or state organization of from 10 to 250 members is entitled to 
send one delegate. Such organizations having more than 250 members may send one additional dele- 
gate for each 200 members or fraction thereof. But no local or state organization may be represented 
by more than 10 delegates. National organizations may be represented by not more than 15 delegates. 
Fach local councilfof the National Negro Congress 1s entitled to 3 delegates. 


© . . 
Delegate’s Fees: To care for expenses of the meeting each delegate to the Congress will be charged 
a fee of $1.50. Payment of this fee will entitle the delegate to admission to all sessions of the Con- 
gress and to copies of al] materials published at the Congress, except the souvenir program. 


Time of Arrival: In order to be properly registered and to secure housing accomniodations before 
the business of the Congress begins, delegates should plan to reach Washington not later than 3 o’clock 
p. m., Friday, April 26, 1940. The first session of the Congress will begin promptly at 7:30 0’clock p. m. 
on Friday, April 26, 1940. 


Costs: Although a limited number of sleeping accommodations may be secured at 75 cents a night, 
delegates should be prepared to pay $1.00 a night for lodging. The cost of meals will, of course, vary 
but wholesome meals may be secured for as little as $1.00 a day. 


Transportation: Plans for securing reduced bus and railroad fares have been made. _ For specific 
information write to the national office of the Congress. 


Other Information: For other information not given above, persons desiring it should write to the 
address given below. 


NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS NATIONAL OFFICERS 
717 Froripa Avence N. W. A. Puitip Ranpoipn, President 
Wasuincton, D. C. Joun P. Davis, Secretary 
U. Simpson Tate, Treasurer 


Delegate’s Credential to Third National Negro Congress 
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I certify that the person named below has been properly selected as a delegate to the Third National Negro Congress. 
Mr. 


Name of Delegate: <« Miss q 


"(Print Full Name) 


( Mrs. 
Delegate’s Home Address . 


Mos ee eee as 


Name of Organization ... .._ 
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(Please write out full name of organization using no abbreviations or initials) 


=p 


Number of Members in the Organization ............... 


Office Held in Organization 


Address of Organization 


(This credential should be filled in and mailed to the Netional Negro Congress as soon as the delegate is selected. If more than one delegate is 


chosen one credential should be mailed in for each delegate. Copies of the above credential on the letterhead of the organization will serve tzis 
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Randolph's Speech 


Mr. Chairmsn, Officers of the National Sponsoring Committee of the National 
Negro Congress, Fellow Delegates, Fellow Workers and Friends: 


Greetings and felicitations upon this great Congress. Though absent in the 
flesh, I am with you in the spirit of the deathless courage of the 18th and 19th 
century black rebels and martyr for human justice, in the irit of Frederick 
Douglass and Nat Turner, of Gabriel and Denmark Vesey, Harriet Tubman 
and Sojourner Truth—those noble rebels who mruck out in the 
slavery that Negro men and women might be free. 


We have met in times of worldwide worm and srem, of social confusion, 
economic chaos, political disorder and intellectual uncertainty. Social institution, 
from the church to the family, evince change and instability. 


Unemployment A Pall 


Unemployment falls like a deadening pall a every great wend 
mation. Democracies and Dictatorships vie for supremacy. Wicness _ 
march of Fascis Italy and Nezi Germany along their imperialisic peths of 
manifes destiny. 


Note their utter and flagrant abolition of democratic insitutions, claiming 
that democracy is not only futile, but a menace to progress. Observe, too, tendencies 
toward Fascist growth and development in existing countries with democratic govern- 
ments, such as America, France and England. These are signs of grave and 
sinister portent to the world of workers, lovers of liberty wd ¢ minority groups. 


In threatening and disturbing significance, another world war looms upon 
the horizon. Many danger spou of conflict between great world powers 
eat. Japan is renive in the face of the consant growth and power of Soviet Rusia 
and is meadily resorting to provocative acts of war. Hitler seeks to serve as @ 
spearhead of modern monopoly capitalism against the workers’ republic. 


Italy vs. Bthiopis 


Already Fascist: Italy is om the march to subjugate the Ancient Kingdom of 
‘apia, while France and Germany are in a state of truce, sil! at bey, awniting 
"Fe strike for another conflict. England and Italy are in competition for 
' prestige in the Mediterranean and darkest Africa, while Japen threatens 
- epen door to American investigation and advance her 
Monroe Doctrine over the Pacific which may bring 
Meanwhile, Tokio proceeds on its long conque 


_apee of the naval conference, . frenzied 


Now what of the American scene. It is no less forbidding and full of con- 
tradictions, unsettiement and cross currents in our social, economic and political life. 
Of the outstanding problems, that confront us foll the collapes 

capital prosperity and ponee 4 stabilization of 1929, unemployment trenching 
head aaem 95 qilliens, te on 0 the mos perplexing. Ic has been attacked by the 
New Deal with its myriad legions of alphabes, bur to liste avail. 

oe is there any solution offered either by the ne seman 


the grand era of Coo ee on 
" and e “flivver for every famil 


First, the New Deal is no remedy. It does not seek to change the profit synem, 
Ie does not place human rights above property rights, but gives the business intereats 
the support of the mate. It is no insurance agains the coming of Fascism or the pre- 
vention of war en a recurrent depression, though iz be more |i thar the Republican 


Teries. 

Secoad, the restoration of Republican rule is no solution. It was during the 

ee alone ees ore cone eee oe Oe aeemee cam. Negroes have watched 
Third, the Townsend Plan is no panacea. i an Ghee Of ae Semen 
should be fought for, a pension far greater than that offered by the New Deal 
Security legislation, the Townsend Plan is well nigh impossible of execution, aad if 
executed would not achieve its aim. 
‘  _Mereover, its aim is not a to modify ™ — of ——, prohs 
making private pro , and any old age ion law wi so manipulated as to 
nullify its meritorious pamaned 60 tele Gp the Geeles tints Ge ellestiee Galte tn dhe 
councils of government. 


be Huey Long Fantastic 
the “Share the Wealth” plan of the Huey = 
§:~<qA En, nae te eemenis ee a0. ts aes eae ids alas endten 
( aintain imviclate the profit synem of explodatien. 
Fifth, the currency cant of the Radio Priest is a glitering mirage and nos 


* edy, for ic would merely effect inflation, thereby creating more money which 
ha. .o magic power to reapportion or reallocate goods or wealth among the people. 
Money is merely the measure of value and has no casual power of effecting the 


distribution of values. This can only be done by the organised might the 
workers practically every government of the world has at one time or another 
tried the experiment of inflation, only to iw sorrow and the sharper victimisation 


Nor is deflation or reflation of any basic value. The mere exisence of varying 
amounts of money does not affect the empry pockets of unmpleyed workers. ... 


Beck To Remedies 


But back to remedies. At the top of the list of remedies I wish to suggest 
the struggle of the workers against exploitation of the employera. Next the 
struggle of the workers against Fascism and for the preservation of democratic 

i the arena in which alone their economic power may be buik. 

Third, the struggle to build powerful Negro civil rights organizations. Fourth 
the struggle against war which wrecks the organizations of the workers, and sifles 
and suppresses freedom of speech, the press and assembly. Fifth, the struggle 
to strengthen the forces of the exploited sharecropper and tenant farmers. Siath, the 
struggle to build mass consumers’ movements to protect the housewives against price 


mem ipulation. 
Instrumentalities For Action 


But the struggle to apply the aforementioned remedies can only be achieved 
th: 1 definite social, economic and political instrumentalities. Thus the fighe 
age. . the economic explouation of the workers can only be effectively carried an 
through industrial and craft unions, with the emphasis on the former. 

The industrial union is important in this stage of economic development 
because modern business has changed in structure and assumed the form of giant 
trust and holding companiea with which the craft union can no longer effectively 

rapple. : 

: SR the craft union invariably has a color bar @gainst the Negro worker, 
but the industrial union in structure renders race discrimination less possible, since 
ic embraces all the workers included in the industry, regardless of race, creed, color 
or craft, skilled or unskilled. 

Thus, this congress should seck to broaden and intensify the movement to 
draw Negro workers into labor organizations and break down the color bar in the 
trade unions that now have it. 

The next instrumentality which the workers must build and employ for their 
protection against economic exploitation, war and fascism, is an independent working 
class political party. It should take the form of a farmer-labor political organization. 
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Not Only Challenge 


But economic insecurity, though baffling, is not the 
American workers, black and white and the middle classes. 
and civil insecurity. ven the most credulous can sense en 
to our democratic instintions and conaitutional liberties, 
| This danger ie fasciem—Fasciam which seks the complete abrogation 
civil and political liberties in the manner and method of Nasi Germany and 
Iealy. Ic is a menace to America. It is a world menace. It is a menace 
workers. It is a menace ep religious tolerance end to the freedom and 
Ae i evil f F Ics coming is 

war sister of Fasciam. co not now 
Is is «danger, an immediate dango, a danger tothe American workers 
white, > ah os for all wars in blood and canes, 
munition as the Morgans and DuPont, reap 


labor market from day to day. 
the depression, wer oc Faeciam. 
However, our contemporary hisory is a witness to the mark fax 
America is a victim of beth clases and race prejudice and oppression. 
Negroes are black, they are hated, maligned and spat upon; lyn 
murdered. Because Negroes are workers, they are bro , bullied, 
robbed, exploited, jailed and shot down. Because they are black they 
between the nether milletones of discrimination when coches a.job oc 


‘ the label of the white man’s job and the whine man'e wi 
law; jim-crowed in schools and colleges throughput the -; 
segreyated in the slums and ghettos of the urban centers; landless r * 
merciless white landlordiem; hunted down, harrassed and hounded as vr ‘| 
a Se Se ne 6 Soe ee ee : 


despite its preachments ef Christian love and brotherhood. 

What has brought us to cthis?, is the insisent question. PEP —— 
lies in the World War, the sharpening and deepening of capitalix expleitation of 
the workers of hand and brain, the acceleration of « technological revolution 
creating a standing army of unemployed, the ripening and maturing of monopoly 
capitalism thru trustification, rationalization and the rapid natu of financial 
imperialism, and che intensification of racial and religious hatreds, together with 


increasingly blatant and provocative nationalism. 


War Brings Change 


But the war itself was the effect of a deeper cause and that cause was the 
profit system which provides and permits the enrichment of the few at the expense 
of the many, allowing two per cent of the people to own minety per cent of the 
wealth of these United States, a condition not much different in other capitalia 
countries, and also makes for the robbery and oppression of the darker and 
weaker colonial peoples ef the world. 


“Of The Remedies” 


But the diagnosis of the causes of social problems such as wars, economic 
depressions and Fascism is only designed to enable the victims to seek and find «a 
remedy. Before dealing with Bome of the remedies, however, le me speak 
briefly of what ere not remedies: 
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} boys, the Wagner-Cosigan ant-lynching bill, the violations o 
Dispuces bill, the forcing of teachers to take 
ssudents tn the echeel system thru the R. “0. , A 
in trade unions, the murder of Shoemaker in Tam pa, Fle., expesing 
the American Liberty League, William Randolph Hears: and the Ku Kius Klean, and - 
; supporting the movement of John L. Lewis for indusrial Lomn . fete: 
) Such is the task of Negro peoples. This task 
challenge at a time when new atrocities and 
black America and when the workers, black and whi 
sion and intimidation, to resort to general ari 
Prancieco and in Pekin, Ill, as well as national 
! the miners and the workers’ revolts in Minnesota 
To meet this task, the Negro peoples, pressed 
wall, must face the future ak bes came as | 
ready and willing and determined to pay the price - etruggie, 
, suffering that freedom, justice and peace shall share‘and enjoy a . 
: Forward to complete economic, political and oo tal coneiiny 


The future belongs te the people! 


A. Philip Randolph : 


“The National Negro Congress, as its name plainly expreges, is a ——_ | 
| movement, and it has been projected to fight for Negro rights. Ic was ; 
and will not be dominated by either Communism, Republicans, 
Democrats. Being a Negro movement, it naturally includes Negroes 
political faiths as well as Negroes of various religious 
“No, the National Negro Congress was not Communist. 
by Communists. It has Communists in it; ic has Republicans 
apology for this.” 
“I am not a Communist. John P. Davis, the moving spirit 
ae is not a Communia . But while I am not a Comm 
o down fighting for the rights of any Negro to exercise 
ight as 4 free man to join the Communist party or any other party he may 
choose to join.” 


Excerpts from the Chicago Defender , 


Race folk erveywhere are awakened to a new oameien! 
their war toga, and through concentration of efforts 
away to better things. At last, it appears there is 

Here at this Congress the youth of America se 
and to make its influence felt. It marked the fre ¢ 
thar Race colleges have sent delegates to a Congress " 
lifting of the almos unbearable weight from ¢ yg oer ha of the 

country, Ba Bagge raised money among ves, 8© anxious were 
, ticipate in @ program designed to work out a synem that will 
American a te and nobody down. 
Ic is reliably reported that many of the students F ay wy vthg 
: pawned personal belongings so as to be able to make the trip he Re 
; Disturbed because of the present outlook, which makes hiees : 
| them when they leave school and seek employment, theese students 
| take issue with the powers that be who control them by misrule and utter 

for their welfare. They are following the lead of foreign students, w 
their own activities have done so much to block misrule by government offici 
whose oppression of the underprivileged class has been so notorious. This Nati 
Negro Congress has blased the trial, and the torch to guide the way th 
wean © Gebel te 0 Pes Sy cow Sen Sep Ss Ss ee 
of Bethlehem. 
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Members of the Race are aroused! A aew dey has dawned. Biask Amarios 
,. 5 


*. 
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must be heard! Juse whac swept through the minds of the army of delegates in 
geasion here is expressed in the many resolutions the groupe propesed for adoption. 
The fight will be carried forward to break down the segregation policy of 
sailroads in denying the race equal accommodation in the Southland. Pullman cars, 
and other comforts ef cravel must be opened up to Blacks as well as whizes. 
Race will demand the right to enjoy every facility they have 
, to eat in restaurants of their choice whether they be located 
nation’s capital, Aclanta, New Orleans, o¢ Chicago's 
; the same, one’s abilicy to pay the bill aad that alone 
actor. 
Race will demand the right to travel freely in this country and 


Rxcerpts from N. Y. “Amsterdam News” 


k.udolph Heads Negro Congress 
Te Place Organization on Permanent Basis 


Chicago, Feb. 20.—A. Philip Randolph, president of the Brotherhood of 
Car Porters, was unanimously elected president of the National Negro 
Congress, which in iw closing semion here Sunday night voted to continue as a 
permanent organisation. Randolph, ill in New York, wes unable se anend the 


Blected to serve with him were John P. Davis of Washingnen, cocvetary, and 
a or ee See S. W. C. A. executive, treasurer. All three hed 


eee eee 


ON Rin hak death iis ee Ole 

regions with a director or vice-president at the head of each. Lester B. Granger 

secretary of the Workers’ Bureau of the National Urban League, was named 

aah ok bn Chee Vadh@len ferme region. Clifford McLeod ef the Building 
Service Employees’ Union was named asssitan: director. 


A national executive committee of seventy-five was elected to carry on the 


organizational work. Representatives of trade unions, fraternal, civic and political 
nizations and churches were elected to this committes. 


Delegates From 27 States at Congress 


—.. Trede Unions Send Representatives to Mest 
Feb. 20.—Twenty-seven Siates and the Diarica of Columbia were 
at the National Negro Congress which closed « three day session 
here Sunday aie. 

New York with 156 had the second largest delegation, being bested by Illinois 
with 328. Indiana was third with 36 delegates From Californai came five and from 
Florida, siz. Mississippi sent three and the State of amg ged ba A total of 
767 delegates representing 331 organizations with total memberships 
of 3,322,093. ) 

There were 214 civic groups and societies which sent delegates. The trade 
unions were next, 80 of them being represented. Church and religious organizations 
mumbered 76; fraternal societies, 70; political groups and parties, 44; youth 
organizations, -2; women's organizations, 19; educational organisadons, 13; and 
professional groupe, 3. 

The governors of Pennsylvania and Minnesota and the Mayer of S&. Louis 
designated official representatives to attend the congress. 
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New Yorkers Active at National Meeting — -- 


Harkemmes Take the leadership im Several General and Sectional Semiens 


Chicago, Feb. 20.—Members of the New York delegation of 150 were among 


the most active participants in the National Negro Congress, which cleesd hese 


Sunday night. From the very fra meeting it became apparent that thie delegacion © 


would be one of the most important in dewermining the policies ef the eengres. 


Headed by Clifford Mcleod, the dynamic leader of the Building Services © 


York delegation wae beg pe 
They participated in all the topical sections as 
the 


There was Adam Powel!, chairman of 
calling upon the Negro church “to put aside 
denominationalism and unite as one in Chria; to 
instrument in the struggle of the people.” 


There was suave Leser Granger smoothing the troubled 
announcemnt that Baril Browder had been denied ds he right to 
There was Lousio Thompson, insistent in ~~ = for 
women in the congress pr 
for support of the fight againa — 
for the Advancement of Colored P sone. 


Big Ben Davis, Jr., was there proposing methods of hoheing for enforcement 
of the War Amendments. Auguste Savage, the artis, was programmed fer the 
section on Negro culture and hisory. There was Max Yergen, the Y. MC A. 
missionery, rly advocating organisation of South African natives ia evdes te 
attain “the god life”. There was Dr. Arnold Donowa with «a well organised plea 
for aiding Echiopia. 


And, of course, there were scores of rank and file delegases serving on com- 
mittees, leading sectional discussons, recording minutes of the proceedings end 
otherwise participating im the deliberations of the Congress. 


To Place Demands Before Roosevelt 


Cemamittes Named to Make White Houses Vek 


Chicago, Feb. 20.—A special steering committee was named at the secensly 
concluded meeting of the National Negro Congress to call on President Resssvels 
March 16 and present resolutions passed here, as well as proposed remedies. 


Named on this committee are Arthur H. Fausect, Charles W. Burton, Rev. VW. 
Hi. Jornagin, Bishop Mathew Clair, Neva Ryan, Dr. Tinsley, James W. Ford, Bdwaed 
Strong, Isom Williams, Louis Redding, D. B. Rice, Cliffeed Mcleod and Thysa 
Edwards. ; 
wy 


The national executive committee of 75 is to meet in Cleveland in J 
lay plans for next year’s national congress and continuation of the work begun thie 
year, it was announced. 
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proper 

3. That the 
sen fee the Aid 

4. That the 
cording » and treasurer—bde by the constituens societies from the 
members of the of directors. 

3. Thats there be a board of directors; thar the board of directors be com- 
posed of the representatives elected by the constituent societies. 

6. Thas the principal commiuees be executive, finance, publicity and mem 

7. Thee the duties of these committees be as follows: That the executive 


all business between meetings of the board of directors; that the 
eutline the budget and pas on all bills; thas the membership 
mew organizations and recommend approval of existing ones, 
ion obtained from local accrediting bodies or organizations; that the 
; — in aad 


and supplies be distributed through the Ethiopian Consulate 
of finance in Ethiopia, depending on the method Gnally de- 
societies may send their funds directly to the established agency 
vided notation of the fact is made to the national body 

ex 


pense of the national body should be met by the constituent 
on a pro rata basis. Adopted as submitted. 
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slises, be it therefore 
- RESOLVED: Thar the Natonal Negro Congress goes on record as condemning 
this piece of international brigandage as a threat to world peace and unjusihed 
iavesion upon the land of ce loving people, and be it further 


liberal and professional groups of the country. 
R ively submitted, 
Delegate A. Phillip Randolph 
Resolution on Personal Aid to Bthiopis 


WHEREAS: There is @ desire on the part of many American N 
offer their services to Ethiopia in her present Bas deoteun be ic a 


RESOLVED: That the Congress shall through an appropriate commities, 
3 : 


make known this desire to the Ethiopian ee ascertain that government's 
/ policy with @ accepting services, it fusther 

RESOLVED. The ée Gagem Gah & clones costes a 
make known to the American Negro the of is approach to the Echiepiep 


RESOLVED: Tha the Nazi c 
the United Scates ee adopt a resolution 
Frederick Van Nuys of Indiana, fer an open, 
of all lynchings since May 1935, and be ic f 

RESOLVED: That we condemn all exiai 
the “Tydingse-McCormack Act,” the “Kramer 
Anti-Communia Rider,” the Criminal Syndicali 
surrection Laws,” “Scerilization Laws” and the ‘ 
vigorously support every fight agains all such oppressive | 
and be it further 

RESOLVED: That we condemn all legislation and practioss designed to as- 
clude Negroes from the Constitutsonal exercise of the franchise, and that 
mass pressure for the exclusion of all Congressmen who are elected fro 
which sescrict Negroes from the free and untrammeled use of the ballet, thas we: 
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thas we support further action designed to achieve full ipation of the Negre 
in all functions of political parties, and be it further 

RESOLVED: That the National Negro Congress demands and will _o 
the enforcement of all the Consitutional Amendments guarantesing Civil Liberti 


eqpesialh the 13th, 14th and 13th Amendments and cal! 7 onen s ie 
of the Unised Seates, for their enforcement, including the enactment of 

laws affecting the election of all Federal officers, and be ic further 

RESOLVED: That the National Negro Congress call for the abolition of the. 
torturing of prisoners through police brutality, for the abolition of the 
in-gang sysem, and be ic further te 
RESOLVED: Thar the National Negro Congress will take immediate oo 


he of Norris Beady, f 
cam, and be i ur Ps ady, and to popularize the fects and 


ESOLVED: That we endorse the United Front Defense of mine innesens | 
Scomsboro boys, Angele Herndon, Tom Mooney, and be ic finally ' 
permanem comminee of the Natiensl © 

metheds to coordinate the enexgies of all cxiaing erganhS 
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“ESOLVED: That the Congress go on record as heartily endorsung the 
program of workers’ education and mass action for Negro workers sponsored by 
the National Urban ue and carried out in the program of the Negro Workers 
Councils, as @ means acquainting Negro workers with the economic nature 
their mblome, with the eesantial unity of white and Negro workers’ intorens, and 
wih ? history, technique and necessity of collective workers action, and be ix further 

RESOLVED: Thar the rees give all possible support to the Negro Work- 
ers Councils in their campaign for membership and in their attempts to establish 
endonnanding aoe Sen oe ration among workers of both races, within and 
without c organi r. 

WHEREAS: The workers of Local 370, ae Car Em Unien, New 
York, employed on the Pennsylvania Railroad y voted for a genuine action 
York, employed on the Pennsylvania Railroad ape a Ditgeen for a genuine union 
honest decision to have an economic instrument of their own choosing inaead of 
y unions dominated by the employers whro harassed this local union which 
hard in o to educate its membership so that they may be always ready 

all re pertaining to the interes and welfare ef working people, 
union though newly organized, has taken initiative and sat delegates 
the National Negro Congress, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED: That the National Negro Congress congratulace members of 
al 370 Dining Car Employees Union, and commend their action, and that 
sings from this Congress with the assurance of full support be tendered Local 
Unien 370 through its delegates, President George B. Brown and Vice President 
4 Jackson, and be it further 
. ABSOLVED: That the action of tha members of Local 370 Dining Car 
ployees Union, A.PF.L., shall be a shining example to all workers throughout 


Em 
the land co abolish company unions, so that we can have collective bargaining 


through j f 
Cae MEE WEA cn Clienes Yelat’ Beced Amalquaateds Lillian Phillies 
D. C Feaville, Irwin EB. Kiuse. 


Hostile Press 


_ WHERBAS: There is a section of the American press distinctly hostile to the 
inserexs of Ethiopia, therefore be ix 

RESOLVED: That this Congress urge all Negroes and other Americans opposed 
tea war and Fascism to refuse to purchase papers and publicatons ef the Hearst and 
other sections of the hosile press, and be it further 

RESOLVED: That a list of business firms advertising in the Hearst and 
other sections of the honile press be made available and that Negroes and other 
opponents of war and Fascism be urged not to buy from such firms, and that 
they be urged to make known their reasons to such firms for not purchasing such 


1. We recommend that under Divine Leadership and through the various 
acu vities of the church, the Negro has received his greatest inspiration and asasance 
in his marvelous progress and advancements. We sill feel that the Negro church 
is the most potent agency to be. used in the further progress and advancement of our 
people, We therefore recommend that the Negro shall continue to hold faith 
and con in church, as set forth in the Life example and teachings 
of Jeous. We further recommend that the Christian families of the country shall 
give more attention to the hbme training of the youth, with special emphasis upon 
their social, moral arid spiritual obligations to the community and to the world. 

2. The power of the gospel is supremely needed in « time like this. We, 
therefore, recommend chat our minixry, with renewed courage and Eneemneemining 


conviction shall preach an economic and sbdcial gospel as well as a spiritual gos 


for the salvation of the whole man and that the church shall engage ieliees 


to hold ea a schools pow! vig eng to nae fe an to develop a 
consciousness of conditions means | welfare. 
Ths chusthes asd Cesther ached to werk ous on edecuase ¢ siete Giumnediediiies 
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Christian church. 
3. We sense a mew imperative facing the church for greases consideration 
challenging incentives for saving the youth for the church. The Cherch must 


SOanDanEn hee pendeamh end exachtneey te be exase yaatirestened in har ann 


Race Christians throughout the world are urged to cease striving to widen 
inational breaches ve the hindrance of the building of ef racial brotherhood 


4. Whereas ne organization of any race has been constructed which 
have declarations of principles as a code of social action, and the Race people ef 
America, even this Congress, have no euch inarument for inter-group 
unified thinking and inter-racial undernanding, be ix therefore 

RESOLVED: That a commission be appointed to draft a declaration 
ciples for the Negre people in this country, as an 
poses and aspirations that shall be for che uniting 
America what the Declaration of Independence was for the —<-- 
original colonies into the federated United States of America. 
that the commission shall be appointed ac this session of the eo - 
reports for adoption in the 1937 sessions, and be it further 

RESOLVED: Thar the church be called upon in every communisy 
and carry forward the work of the National Negro Congress, and be ie 

RESOLVED: That every fifth Sunday oe yy set aside in every 
support of the work and program of the National Negro Congresg 


Business a 


WHEREAS: The delegates to the Natonal Negro Congress in con 


semble realize the present deplorable and impoverished economic conditien of the 


twelve million Negro citizens of America and as a resule of a thorough and minute 
scientific, fact-finding study in to the general economic and business condisiens ia 
which the Negro citizens of color have been forced, and, 

WHERBAS: The development of sound and thriving N busness is moss 
indispensble to the general elevation of the Negro’s social col coma” 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED: Thar all Negroes consider it their inescapable duty to supped 
Negro business by their patronage, and be it further 

RESOLVED: That Negro leaders should consider it their special duty to est 
the example of patronising Negro businesses themselves, and be it further 

RESOLVED: Thas the business and civic leaders of all Negro communities 


Hl 


inaugurate @ synematic program of education among the Negro population ew the - 


necessity of supporting Negro buaness enterprises, and be it further 


RESOLVED: That the Negroes’ = of any business be condisienal — 


upon the attitude and policy of that pariucular 
able employment to Negroes, oan be it further 

RESOLVED: That the owners and operators of Negro businesses recognize 
the value and noteny A ef advo inn modern business methods and procedure, such 


as (a) The proper “ge oq Dy books and periodical audits: (b) Proper Gnancial 
os — upon >» synem, and bonding of all oo officers; (c) 
Clean and attractive display of goods or services offered, and (d) The 


efficient, and courteous attention to patrons or customers, ‘and be ic further 
RESOLVED: That we recommend that the Negroes everywhere give Sana. 
ful and studious consideration to the organization and development of —s 


producers cooperative organizations, because of the great benehes to be derived, a) 


therefrom, and be it further 


RESOLVED: That this great congress urge upon N business and all Negse 
employers that they employ oaly unien Wokeg vac 


Youth 


WHEREAS: Youth like theig elders are confronted wich 
na educmnene re ough luke cheie alders ore confronted with ential pe: 


aS 
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WHEREAS: Ie is the indubuable duty and ty ay Negro Youth to fight 
for the eradicati f the evil from which they suffer, 
= WHEREAS 5A “ In such @ fight policies and objectives must be clearly determined 
and made available to all organizations and individuals fighting for the advance- 
ment of Negro Youth, we, fore move the adoption ef the following resolu- 
tions by the National Negro Congress : 


EDUCATION 


RESOLVED: Thar the National Negro Congress go om record as demanding 
that the facilities of all municipal tax-supported educational and recreational insi- 
tutions be opened to all people regardless of race, and that application blanks for 
positions in such educational and recreational insituuions and ecuvities, be devoted of 
ee 
and ic furt 

RESOLVED: That this Congress take vigorous action in regards to the en- 
forcement of (1) laws forbidding all forms of segregation, and (2) that in those 
sates that do not have laws forbidding segregation we lauach an unceasing fight 
for the enactment of such laws, and be it also 


RESOLVED: That we fight against discrimination againss Negro institutions 


. @f higher learning practiced by various collegiate — > im outstanding among 


which is the Phi Beta Kappa fraternity, and be ic 


RESOLVED: That our aruggle for education opportunities and equality 
. the South be carried on along the following lines... en and increase 
of «a riation for the education of Negro and white yo (b) lition of en- 
f separate schools, (c) support of those organizations like the NAACP, which 
are fighting 7 the exclusion of Negroes from the institutions of higher 
learning, and ic further 

RESOLVED: That in our struggle for educational equality and opportunity 
in the North and in the South we should demand and seek to esablish (a) the 
inclusion of courses in Negro History in our schools and colleges, and (b) for the 
placing of competent Negroes on the faculties of our colleges and universities, 
especially our taz-supported institutions, and demand the elimination of. discrimina- 
tion in athletics on our college teams, intramural activities, and be it further 

RESOLVED: That this Congress go on record as supporting the American 
Youth Act, and be it also 


EMPLOYMENT 
RESOLVED: Thar all business concerns refusing to employ Negro people on 


— the basis of policy be boycotted, and be it further 


DELINQUENCY 
RESOLVED: That this Congress endorse all movements that teach parents the 
proper care of children, especially those that deal definitely with the problems affect. 
ing Negro youth, and that we support such private organisations as the Big Sister 
and the Big Brother Movements concerned with delinquent boys and girls, and 


be ie further 


CHILD LABOR 


_ RESOLVED: That we hereby condemn in unequivocal terms the existence of 
child labor in the United States and to abolish this evil, we enliss the aid of all 


tong im securing the enactment of the proposed amendment abolishing child 


Inte ial ete 


Recommendations: — 
1. That the National Negro Congress scrve as a medium for the develop- 


ment of interracial grou h f , ill be 
tion of the basic tag ve in anak alltaione om See? engeem of tum 


2. That a definite effort be made in each loca! community, city and county to 


cooemnnte po Bc weing of all interracial groups, co deal especially with the problems 


3. That emphasis be laid upon the necessity of Negroes, beth individually a, . 
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collectively, availing themselves of the opportunities for interracial contace which 
already exia. 
That both colored and white be encouraged to use every means of bringing 
ebout natural contact between members of both groupe. 
3. That inserrac os ist eoanne consenpeces nose Sa seni of children se thas 
« per concept of race tieme may gai at an ea . 
ae That emphasis be made of she impereante of he Gathing of Magee hiate 


Pullman Porters 


WHEREAS: The Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters has won 
from the Pullman Company after a militant struggle of ten years and is us 
the process of negotiating a contract concerning rates of pay end rules gev- 
erning working conditions through the mediation of the National Mediatica Board 


and controlled by Negroes in the labor movement. 
WHEREAS: the fight of the Brotherhood for more wages, shorter and beseer 
working conditions for the Pullman porters may be carried to a Board ef Asbieresion 


and finally to an Emergency Board as a result of a mrike, therefore, ‘ 

BE IT RESOLVED: that the National Negro Congres goes om recerd a6 on- 
dorsing and supporting the brilliant fight of the Pullman‘Porters and herewith calle 
upon the workers of America and tho thecal forces to back the fight of the Beother- 
hood for economic justice for the porters againss the Pullman Compeny, which 
has ammassed hundreds of millions of dollars out of the labor of Negse 
and has given them in return only low wages, long hours and unspeakably pose wesl> 
ing ons. : 


inst their will and forced to work as daves on the 
the south, and 

WHBREAS: The degrading and brutal slavery of the Negro people was ended 
by the Civil Wer, only because it served the interests of the northern capitalians ja 
securing control of the plantations and thus control of raw materiale, and 

WHERBAS: The northern capitalias won the support of che Negre by 
offering him freedom, later guaranteed by the 13th, 14ch, and 13ch amendmenes 
to the Constitution of the United States and offering him a measure of ccenesnie 
security with the promise of 40 acres and a mule, 

WHEREAS: During the period of Reconsruction the Negroes and poor whiess 
formed the sate militias in the south to keep the plantation owners in euppesgion, 
and when, in 1877, the plantation owners and nosthern capitaliass reached @ mu- 
tual agreement, the Negroes and poor white were i a ee 
armed and degraded by the restoration of the political rule of eo 
reenforced by the most vicious terror by the Kiu Kluz Klen, ead 

WHEREAS: The sharecropping system developed as a means 
Negroes and whites in tn tw forcing them into a position 
nomic de on the plantation owners, landless, p 
snricken, ied the right to e their own crepes, the ¢ to wrissen 
of their own crops, the right to vote and hold office; forced to submit eo this 
semi-lave an omnes Se bes - 


panple tn thi old Glamenien 


WHEREAS: Teday there remain 8 million Negro 
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area, known as the Black Belt, where they form a majority of the population, eull 
suffering the brutal exploitation of the plantauon owners, along with a million 
white sharecrop and their families in other parts of the south; and 
WH : The landlords themselves, by continuation of the one-crop synem 
and by the domination of prices by trusthed industry, have become land poor, and 
in order to realise their profits have forced the sharecropper 
e lower economic standard perpetuating poverty, : of 
illigeracy and breeding degeneracy born desperation, and 
WHERBAS: The Negro and white farm workers, sharecroppers and tenants 
have, by their labor, produced the wealth of the south and sill produce mon of 
the wealth, and form a large potential market for commodities necessary for life 
ence they are given the means with which to buy these products, and 


live on 


and tenant to 
constitutional right, 


by evicting approximately 300,000 sharecroppers and tenants from the land; under 

R lication Corporation and Reseulement Administration farmers have been 
denied their civil and constitutional rights by landlord-controlled local administrators 
and — to live on a lower sandard than the sharecropper (officially admitted 


receive no compensation, and gives the secretary of agriculture a 
rship over the program; the Bankhead Farm Tenancy Bill pro- 
independent farmers of the croppers and tenants does not provide 
set up the 300,000 evicted croppers and tenants on farms and has 
aim the restriction of cash crops and the beginning of a new lower 
of farmer, the subsistence farmer; therefore be it 
RESOLVED: That the National Negro Congress, mesting in Chicago, Ill., on 
Frederick Douglas’ birthday, February 14, 1936, adopt the following program 
im the interest of the 8 million Negro people and the poor white croppers and 
' tenants of che South, also work for its enactment into law by the Federal government: 
1. A grant to make loans to all sharecroppers share tenants without regard 
to race, creed, literacy, or other traditional forms of discrimination, such loans to 


be a minimum seed, fertilizer and food and clothes, so they may immediately be- 
come cash renters on the plantations. 


2. The sale of land, on easy payments with special provisions agains eviction, 
: to all sharecroppers and tenants that apply, the minimum acreage of a farm to be 
40 acres coupled with loans as specihed above. Special provisions for rebuilding the 
marginal and sub-marginal land by allotments for fertiliser and labor for soil 
comservation. 
3. The financial obligations for this program shall be raised by (a) diversion 
an farm relief large portions of the immense war appropriations; (b) diversion of fund 
going to the federal bureaucracy; (c) increased taxation of wealth and income of 
the great financial and industrial interests of the country with special emphasis on 
giant companies handling agricultural products. 
4. Administration of this program by trained social workers, and not by local 
landlord-controlled agricultural extension service, such workers to be subject to 
. immediate dismissal for any discrimination agains any sharecropper or tenant Ne- 
gro or white. — 
3. A minimum wage law guaranteeing farm wage workers at least 25c an 
hour, and a law prohibijsing labor for children under a age of 14 years to give 
opportunity for schooling and recreation. 
6. A résolutidh gtiaranteeing protection to Negro and white workers, croppers 
tenants and small owners who assert themselves and their rights under this program. 
A resolution guaranteeing the farm workers, sharecroppers, tenants and small owners 


- <= to ce cit _— and strike, and Federal action agains those who attempt 


International Congress 


4 and world-wide in scopes fad i” 0nd subjugstion of the Negro Masses is genocal 
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WHEREAS: Negro wilers ete — are not a so long as the a 
i eleewhe bj rading horrors exploitation, 
toilers ee ee os . - 
groes, ke jae 2 
RESOLVED: That immediassly upon the establishment of thie Congeem, ap 
a ee eee a 
i tial Daca: 1 Apace 


Women | 2 koe 


WHEREAS: The National Ne Congress assembled in Chicage 
ary 14, 13 and 16, has given thoro discussom of 
hems, conditions and circummances of the Negre women of 
America, and; ° 
The Negro women of America are subjected 

and are forced 


=_-_-— ——  ® 


and illegal conditions extent that vi 

WHEREAS: We deem i 
conditions: 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That a national 
under the direction of the NNC to organise the domenic workers, 
83 per cent of all Negro women workers, as a unit to sponsor and p 

" and requirements for the eccomplishment of the an 
and eecure complece equalicy for Negre women 


(b) Long, irregular hours: 
(c) Poor, unsanitary and non-moral living quarters and cenditiens. 


(d)) General acti which involves the lack of respect fer empleyess 
employer and public; ed 


) 2. (a) Eats uniform bills co ‘be enccsed ines fore bey the Snienl auueiee 
ment and the legislecures of the several aases far the prossction of the demenis 


(b) Regulating voluntary agreements between employer and employes: 
| = (c) Bducation of employer, employees and public in mutual work relacienshiga 


training echools for employees: 
(d) Uniform laws creating sandards for employment agencies: ies. 


3. Recommendation of methods of action through: cmc 

(a) Household sectional pe or unions: atid 

(b) Hotel maids and hotel women workers: eats 
(c) Privace female clubs: a 
(d) Committees organized for this purpose. 


(e) Industrial commitee of state federations of women. "oe 


ail ag inclusion of Negro domestie workers by Americon Fedgeation 

5. ) mati f Negro housewives 
mortal aod tesinwans wand, kel secmsdonn! sad cdonnonl foc 
which they ale fees sal — po —_— we, 
? : 13 eee! g 


‘ 


The linking of the special problems of these groups with their general 

as sone ond as Negroes, supporting the — againa war and fesse, 
* . . . : . : 

social legislation and the like; and be it further resolved, thas 


, and all necessities of li 

families, both Negro and white. 

Submiseed by Sub-Committee of Resolutions Committee, Mrs. Nellie Hacel, 
chairmen women's division; Charles F. White, Mrs. Brown. 


UNITED STATES NUTRALITY ACT 


WHEREAS: Thea neutrality act of the United Scates has operated to aid Italy 
i ae itting the shipment of vital war ies co lraly againa 
ry in Ciiaeement & State, and 

act of the United Sraves does not specifically 
such vital war supplies as oil, meal, comon, ec., to 


RESOLVED that the NNC go on record as advocating and urging the Congress 
9 das THEE iis Oo cattnd tho ceovidiens of the mousseliey ose 0 lnclede o ben 
« ell, metals, and cotton to nations at war, and be it further 

“ RBSOLVED thar this congress call on all workers, particularly those in the trans- 

rtation industry, to refuse to handle shipments of supplies to Italy and to support 

Lily Gay Gils cf wediens enasend from time to time in such activity. 


Trade Unions 


WHEREAS: Thousands of Negro workers are joining and have already 
joined the unions of the A. F. of L. and whereas adequate representation has not in 
every case exised therefore be it resolved that the National Negro Congress go on 
record for a vigorous campaign to get Negro representation in all executive ies 

} of local unions, of the central trades labor ies, federation of labor, executive 
| | ny _ of the international unions and the general executive council of the A. PF. 


—_ 


~ 


i. BE IT RESOLVED: That the National Negro Congress go on record instruct- 
3 ing the incoming executive committee to establish « trade union committee to carry 
out the decision pertaining to the organization of Negro labor into the union 

of the A. PF. of L. Be it further resolved 


That the National Negro Congress go on record as opposed to company unions 
in any form. 
the National Negro Congress go on record requesting executive officials 
of the American Federation of Labor to change the location of the 1936 Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor from Florida and all other states that dis- 
“iminate against Negro labor. 
i WHEREAS: The employers have made every effort and to a great exent have 
— in weakening the ranks of labor in the division among color and racial 
an 

WHEREAS: In these United States this is expressed by the wanton discrimina- 
tion, segregation, brucil“fhching and persecution of Negro workers who are system. 
atically excluded from many occupations and are compelled to work for lower 

wages, longer hours and under worse conditions, and 
WHEREAS: In order for labor to maintain its rights and living conditions 
) it is mecessary for all workers regurdiess of race, color or creed or nationality to 

unite in a solid front against the employers, and 


WHEREAS: Discrimination is practiced against Negro workers in the trade 
unions by segregation of Negro members, or denying membership to Negro workers, 


thus compelling these workers to remain unorganized and work for lower standards. 
therefore be it : 


RESOLVED: That this congress go on record endorsing the resolution of A. 


- “ =~ +@ 
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Phillip Randolph of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters at the 34th convendien 
of the A. FP. of L., and be it further , ’ 


RESOLVED: That definite aeps be taken to emablish in every industrial senses 
a Negre Labes 


the 
the A. F. of 


Old Age Pension eg tg 


oppoeed co the aims of the Heara and American 
further 


RESOLVED: That the National Negro 
of fasciem developing ageina the Negro people and the population 


ee ae a 


Resolution No. 2 


pec ont The are - o is yy He immediate, invelving emacks 
inet organizations tion = ( unions, civie oe a 
Oe ee eee eee noe 
urches, political parties, etc.) in view splendid memage com te 
Congress by our leader, Brother Randolph, be ic -* 
RESOLVED: That the National Negro Congres shall exert every effort ia 


bringing about the closex cooperation of all organizations and greupe eppesed ee 
wer aa fascism, and be it further ey 


RESOLVED: That in its turn the National Negro Congress itself will per- 


ticipate with all organizations in a common, unsed, cooperative effort ageing the 
menace of fascism. 


Resolution No. § 


WHBRBAS: The Mexican people are about to come together in « national 
people's Congress againn war (Feb. 7), be ic 

RESOLVED: That the National Negro Cong-es send an official Congress 
delegate to participate in their function and extend @ greeting of cooperation againa 
war and of solidarity. 


Resolution No. 4 
WHEREAS: The women and children are made « special butt by fesciem 
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(witness Germany and Italy, militarism among the youth, place the women in the 
kitchen, etc) be « therefore 
RESOLVED: Thar the a Negro yw refers back to all repre- 


sented organisations urging that organizati special measu 
SLE ceca atin chilisen tao dhe emake Gaames a = aden ane 


THE SIGNIFICANCE OF FASCISM TO NEGROES 


WHERBAS: The present onslaught of fascia I en Hchiopia reveals the 
mature of fasciem in that it suppresses all individual democratic freedom, and 


puthleesdly violates the rights of other peoples and nations, therefere be it 


RESOLVED thar this congress go on record as favoring a campaign by the 
Negro prees and ministry and by other means to make the American Negroes aware 
ef the menace of fasciem in their mida and be x further 


RESOLVED that the congress shall through an appropriate committes, under- 
take to inform American Negroes of the disastrous menace of certain political 
se Phe a; 


WHEREAS: The National Association of Colored Women, Inc. heave re- 
aimed and maintained the home of Frederick Douglass at Anacosta, Wudhindan. 
‘~~. C, as a National Shrine, and 


WHERBAS: There is need of improvement of the ground and landscaping of 
same, we are petitioning this Congress to join in an effort to have the Congress of 
thie United Scates make an appropriation to defray the expemese of landscaping and 
of building « wall around the Frederick Douglass emate. 


WHEREAS: This Congress has set apart the natal day of Frederick Douglass 
we heartily commend them for consideration and we pledge our support and earnealy 
urge cics.c cooperation of men with women ig all programs fer the general good. 


WHEREAS: The National Association of Colored Women has had introduced 
into Congress a bil known as Senate Joint Resolution No. 202 by the Senator 
Neely of Wea Vi-ginia, we ask the endorsement of the members of this Congress 
in bringing ut to the attention of the appropriation committee that said bill shall be 
gasced when it comcs in for final 


The exposition he-cin referred to is to encourage mechanical, agricultural and 
cu! ‘tural advancement of Negroes throughout the United States and to give definite 
examp'es of the progress made by them since emancipation. Respectfully yours: 
Dr. Mar FP Wa-'-g, National President; Mrs. Irene McGaines, Illinois; Mrs. Carrie 
ge Ilinois; Mra Tracy Mitchell, Kansas; Mrs. Exelle Davis, Ohio; Mrs. Tearea 

H. Pwcauzn, California; Mrs. Grace Wilson, Indiana; Mies Gertrude Brown, 
Minnesota; Mrs. S. Joe Brown, Iowa; Mrs. Helen O. Brascher, Illinois; accepted. 
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Foreign Born Negroes 


okie ee 
1. That the Congress ge on record as condemning any form of disssielngsion 
precticed against fereign-born Negroes im the United a oa” 


political aspects, be ic resolved that the de Boag auaiee ane 4.40) 
attempt at deporting foreign-born Negroes ec dropping them oom ool. £P 


3. That the record bringing beesse colasionship 
IE ey a gd pH woe os ee - 


4. That the Congress go = at haa a eee F, 
hale covuniie bab Gauinalils Ghd polidel Gunian ta Gale coatadies Wien 


3. That she Congren uy bring shout an Inmrnaional Negro Congr in i ¥ 
order to establish beceer relationship among Negrees throughout the 


Alonso G. Miroa, J. Robert Smish, Bonita Williams, A. L. King, Hareld Williems,, se 
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Address Given by Mav Yerygan, President of the National 
Negro Congress, at the Meeting Sponsored by the Church 
League for Industrial Democracy at the General Conven- 
tion of the Episcopal Church at Kansas City, Missours, 
October 16, 1940. 
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Democracy aud the Negro People Today 


The present status of thirteen million Negroes in the United 

States is the most serious challenge to and the sharpest indict- 

ment of our democracy. A policy and practice have been 

adopted in America which strike at the root of the well-being 

and progress of the Nezro people. Those who still regard 

democracy as a way of life and as a goal demanding man’s best 

thought and effort must sce in the status of American Negroes 
our great national failure and our inmediate task. 

We Americans ought to address ourselves to the task of an 
inclusive democracy because our country is a great country. 
Anything less than full democracy for all is unworthy of us. 
The stature of American manhood, the extent of its resou¥ces, 
the magnitude of its achievement and the breadth of its spirit 
represent the quality of our country. We must address our- 
selves to this task of complete democracy if any demucracy im 
America is to survive. 

Because America is so yreat, it seems well-nigh unbelievable 
that there can be such a descent from our national heights to the 
depths we know in the experiences of the Negro people. Yet, 
the actual descent is here for us all to behold. May I sketch it 
briefly by discussing the issues confronting the Neyro people 
of America. 


THE RIGHT TO EARN A LIVING 


First, with regard to the right to work. asic in the life of 
uny people is the necessity and the right to gain by work the 
means to meet their economic needs. The social right to a job, 
us well as the right to a job for which one ts by natural gifts 
und traiming best fitted, is inherent in any concept of an 
efhicient society and is the only means to a good suciety. It is 
an untenable theory and an indefensible practice that consign a 
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large proportion of a race or group to joblessness. It is equally 
as indefensible to limit those who are at work to certain kinds 
of employment. Yet, that is precisely the experience of the. 
Negro people within America. 

Earning a living becomes, therefore, a double burden for the 
Negro worker. He is faced with the problem of unemployment 
common to all workers in America plus the handicap of re- 
stricted employment due to racial prejudices. The most devas- 
tating fact in the United States facing Negroes is this: with 
the exception of those few communities where enlightened 
and progressive organized labor policies prevail, there is no 
part of our country where Negroes may participate normally 
and naturally in the available employment in that community. 
The humiliation, the frustration and the actual suffering, due to 
this fact, play havoc in the life of Negro youth and work a 
grievous hardship upon the great mass of Negro workers. This 
is an unbearable situation and is the most bitter denial of 

In every city in America the ratio of unemployed among 
Negroes is far in excess of that among Whites. The great 
bulk of those employed have marginal jobs, demanding the 
longest hours with the lowest pay and affording the least 
security. 

The problems of unemployment, of “blind alley” jobs and 
restriction of Negroes tu unskilled occupations call for the 
highest form of social and economic statesmanship and for the 
most courageous mass action. The organized life of each 
community ought to deal with it. Great utilities in the large 
cities, with which Negroes spend millions of dollars, employ all 
too few Negroes. In municipal, state and federal civil services, 
the heads of departments and personnel directors have various 
ways of keeping Negroes, with high ratings, out of the services. 

The basic problem in unemployment among Negroes is of 
course a problem common to all unemployment in America. 
The need is for job security in the broadest sense. To provide 
that, hundreds of thousands of new jobs must be made avail- 
able and existing. jobs opened up to Negroes. Unorganized 


Negro workers must be brought into trade unions. The mass 
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strength of Negroes and their allics must be directed toward 
breaking down barriers to jobs. The social intelligence of all 
America must be aroused to seek a solution of the problem. 
The Negro people want work with decent wages. 


THE RIGHT TO VOTE 


The second issue facing Negroes is that of mcreasing their 
political strength by abolishing the poll tax and other restric- 
tions of the right to vote. This is absolutely necessary as a 
means towards an improved standard of living and is the most 
powerful evidence of a democratic status... 

The southern states are notorious in their denial to Negroes 
uf the right to vote. Indeed, Mr. Barry Bingham, president 
and publisher of the Courier-Journal of Louisville, Kentucky, 
shows that in the eight poll tax states, less than 25 per cent of 
the adult population, White as well as Negro, voted in the 1936 
presidential election, Mr. Bingham describes this as, “the worst 
voting record shown anywhere in the world under even a pre- 
tense of a demwcratic system of suffrage.” . 

The existence of the poll tax places the political control of 
thuse states, where it operates, in the hands of a few politicians 
who form the most reactionary bloc in America. Each election 
returns practically the same men from these southern districts 
because the Congressmen are responsible to only a small part 
uf the electorate. By the seniority rules many of these Congress- 
men are made chairmen of committees and become the most 
active supporters of all anti-labor and anti-Negro legislation. 

The President of the United States delivered a resounding 
address in Philadelphia on September aoth, extolling the 
privilege of free elections in erica. Was Mr. Roosevelt 
unmindful of the fact that four-million Negroes and a larger 
number of white people are effectively denied their voting rights 
because of the existence of the poll tax and other voting re- 
strictions? Democracy in America calls for the enforcement 
of the 14th and 15th Amendments, for the abolition of the poll 
tax and other franchise restrictions and fur elections which are 
really “free.” The Natiwnal Negro Congress, the Southern 
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Negro Youth Congress and other organizations are deter- 
mined to work persistently to this end. 


ABOLISH SOCIAL GHETTOES 


Jy 

The third side of the triangle of disabilities to which Negroes 
are subjected is related to the two already mentioned. Eco- 
nomic and political limitations necessarily lead to the public 
social discriminations which limit and starve the life of Negro 
Americans. American democracy is a partial and sometimes 
ineffective institution precisely because it has failed to observe 
the one principle necessary to the building and maintenance 
of a democratic state. That principle is the scrupulous respect 
by the majority for the rights of the minority. Failure to 
observe this principle has made it possible for the clever and 
powerful among the majority to set up a status of cheapness 
for the Negro minority. Deny Negroes free access to jubs, 
deny thein the right to vote, and other social evils follow. 
These evils are inadequate and inferior educational and hos- 
pital facilities, second-rate, often unsanitary, and always ex- 
pensive housing accommodations, restricted recreatiunal facili- 
ties and limited use of public institutions and services. 

1 call attention to the indivisibility of democracy. In its 
policies, aims and services, democracy must be a whole, inclu- 
sive, complete thing or it may become a hypocritical, disappoint- 
ing, sometimes shameful thing. This contention is borne out by 
the social weaknesses and economic wrongs within the Poll Tax 
States. You cannot permit the existence of political power in 
the hands of a few without having the feudal and otherwise 
oppressive conditions found in those states. The National 
Negro Congress has set forth the slogan that the only reason 
and the only secure basis for total defense is total democracy. 
This leads me to a discussion of current and further basic issues 
contronting the Negro people. 


JIM-CROWISM IN’ NATIONAL DEFENSE 


On October 9th, President Roosevelt made public a statement 
of policy of the War Department. Among other matters, that 
Statement setefpgth War Department policy affecting Negro 

ae 
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draftees, Negro troops now in the regular army, and Negro 
officers for the enlarged as well as the existing armed forces of 
the country. I list below some of the important provisions in 
that statement. 

The War Department's policy, with the President's approval, 
continues the practice of segregating Negro troops, of provid- 
ing white officers, excepting chaplains and medical officers, for 
Negro regiments in the regular army, and of making inadequate 
provisions for training Negro officers and for recruiting 


t Negroes for the aviation services. Bluntly the statement 
,° declared : ! 
“The policy of the War Department is not to integrate 


colored and white enlisted personnel in the same regi- 
mental organizations. This policy has proven satisfac- : 
tory over a long period of years and to make changes 
would produce situations destructive to morale and 
detrimental to the preparation for national defense.” 


This statement is a shameful slander against Amefican 
citizens, Negro and White. It is an acceptance of an age old 
system of Jim-Crowism in American life. And its endorse- 
ment by the President of the United States is the most shame- 
tul act of all. 

In releasmy the War Department’s statement, the United 
ress account declared the following : 

“White House secretary, Early, said the segregation policy 
was approved after Mr. Roosevelt had conferred with Walter 
White, president of the National Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People, and two other Neyro leaders.” The 
: two other Negro leaders referred to were Mr. A. Philip Ran- 
dolph, president of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, 
and Mr. T. Arnold Hill, an assistant in the National Youth 
Administration. 

This statement of War Department policy affecting Negroes 
as approved by the President has stunned the Negro people. 
There is not a Negro man, woman or youth who does not feel 
the shameful stigma which Negroes suffer under that policy. 

: ‘Upon the publication of the War Department's. statement, 
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Messrs. White, Randolph and Hill are reported to have sent a 
telegrain to the White House declaring: “In a written memo- 
randum we specifically repudiated segregation.” I quote fur- 
ther from that telegram as referred to in the press service of 
October 11th of the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People: 

“We are inexpressibly shocked that a President of the United 
States at a time of national peril should surrender so completely 
to enemies of democracy who would destroy national unity by 
advocating segregation. Official approval by the Commander- 
in-Chief of the Army and Navy of such discrimination and 
segregation is a stab in the back of democracy.” 

Negro Americans will always resent and oppose Jim-Crow- 
ism wherever it is practised. The Negro people protest par- 
ticularly this approval, by the President, of one of our country’s 
most degrading customs. The Draft Act declares: “There 
shall be no discrimination for or against any person because of 
his race, creed or color.” Once more the law of the land is 
violated and gives way to prejudice. Once more a law becomes 
for Negroes, like the 14th and 15th Amendments, a promissory 
note upon which collection has yet to be maie. 

The President's approval of Jim-Crowism and discrimimation 
against Negroes in the army must be regarded as a part of the 
Administration’s policy whereby it has refused to support and 
pass an anti-lynching law. On behalf of the National Negro 
Congress and the millions, whose views it most certainly repre- 
sents on this matter, I wish here to raise the sharpest protest 
agamst the President’s approval of the principle of segregation 
and discrimination. In this respect the lresident and his 
Administration take their place alongside of previous Republi- 
can and Demwcratic administrations. They have in their 
action, or failure to act, regarded the Negro people as a cheap 
people, void of sensitivity to violation of their individual and 
corporate personality and unfit to be members of a democracy. 
Once more, a President is not chief executive for all the people. 
Again, in the Senate and in the House can be found those 
enemies of democracy, those traducers of the Negro people who 
hold and jlecidg the fate of one-tenth of the American popula- 
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tion. It is for Negroes and those other millions of Americans, 
who are also victims of political domination, never to forget 
these degrading acts and, in their strength, work ta make them 
forever impossible. 


NEGROES AND THE WAR 


The possibility of our country entering the present war as an 
ally of the British rulers is perhaps the most urgent and far- 
reaching issue the Negro people face today. Among some 
Negro spokesmen and in some Negro circles there is a disposi- 
tion to regard the chief issue in our relation to the war as one 
of securing the more lucrative positions for a relatively small 
number of Negroes in the armament and war-making program. 
Now naturally it is essential that, with defense plans already 
far advanced, masses of Negro workers be given equal oppor- 
tunity to share in the training and job program created under 
these plans. But such a consideration should not make us un- 
mindful and uncritical of the danger of involvement in the 
present war. Such involvement can solve no problems for the 
people of America. 

There are, atnong our group, those who, in their justifiable 
hatred of Hitler and Hitlerism, feel it to be our country’s duty 
to send military aid to Britain. Thus they approve the present 
policy of our government of so-called “steps short of war.” 

To each of the attitudes mentioned above, as President of 
the National Negro Congress and in terms of my own personal 
convictions, it is my duty to take exception. We desire to see 
our country kept out of this war. 

The American Civil War, for instance, was a conflict in- 
volving the extension of democracy. That cause had the 
support of the Negro people and it is undoubtedly true that in 
a similar war today Negroes would be found overwhelmingly 
on the side of the democratic cause. The present war, how- 
ever, is for no such cause. Hence our demand that we keep 
out of it. : 

We do not believe we have any business allying ourselves 
with either of the belligerent sides now responsible for the war. 
We helieve that to be the basic question for the masses of 
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Americans both White and Negro. In this question are involved 
all other questions confronting the Negro people and, for that 
matter, all the people of America.- On the eventyality of peace 
or war depends the possibility of carrying forward the struggle 
for fuller democracy or turning to fascist dictatorship in 
America. 

It need hardly be pointed out here that the question of de- 
fense of our country is not invulved. The Negro people have 
defended and will always defend our country and its democratic 
institutions. This is true of Negroes as it is of all the hberty- 
loving people of America. No section of the American popu- 
lation has greater traditions of loyalty than my people. On 
Boston Common during the American Revolution, at New 
Orleans in 1812, at Fort Pillow and in other engagements, 
from 1860 to 1865, fighting to destroy slavery and to preserve 
the Union, and on through subsequent wars, Negro Americans 
have distinguished themselves in defense of their country. No 
traitor to his country disyraces the Negro people. 

For these reasons, it is clear, that Negroes need nv lesson in 
patriotism or Americanisin from the army of paid propagandists 
for war. The Negro people take their Americanism from 
Abraham Lincoln and frum Frederick Douglass. Negroes, like 
all other Americans, must not be precipitated into war meas- 
ures and war-making by the hysteria manufactured by those 
who desire to make America an ally of any nation already at 
war or who desire to make huge profits from war ventures. 
Nor must Negroes confuse defense of their country with im- 
perialist aggression or poltical ambitions certain to lead to dic- 
tatorship or a worsening of their already limited political and 
economic privileges. 


AGAINST AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT IN THE 
PRESENT WAR 


The concern and the conviction referred to have found ex- 
pression among us in an organized and representative form. 
At the Third National Negro Congress held at Washington in 
April of this year, a resolution was adopted which expressed 
the conviction ef that representative gathering on the issue of 
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American involvement in the present war. I quote from that 
resolution as follows: 


‘The National Negro Congress declares that the Ne- 
gro people have everything to lose and nothing to gain 
by American involvement in the imperialist war and 
sharply condemns the Administration for the steps it 
has taken towards involvement and the partiality it has 
shown.” 


This resolution declared firmly the conviction of the dele- 
yutes assembled; and, they believed that the resolution was 
representative of Negro opinion throughont the country. 
‘Tuday, with America nearer the war, that conviction against 
involvement in this war stands more firmly as an expression 
_of the attitude of the Congress. We believe, further, that it 
still represents the overwhelming conviction of all the American 
people. We have an anxious concern about those forces of war 
und destruction which grip and overrun the world today. 

In the first place, we are aghast at the horrors of the regimes 
of Hitler and Mussolini. We utterly condemn their destructive 
uggression which has left such indescribable suffering in its 
path. We denounce their inhuman, brutal persecution of the 
Jewish people and we hope (with some basis for our hope) 
that the yoke of these oppressors will be thrown from the shoul- 
ders of the German and Italian people. We are completely and 
unreservedly opposed to the destructive power personified in the 
Nazi and. fascist dictators. That is part of our concern and our 
conviction. But we cannot stup there. 

We Negro people, out of our long experience and observa- 
tion, must likewise condemn, and desire to see ended the de- 
structive and oppressive imperialism personified in the ruling 
forces of Great Britain, France and the other imperialist coun- 
tries. If fascism is the acute manifestation of brutal ruthless- 
ness in high places, imperialism with its long-standing abuses 
at home and abroad is its basic cause. 

lt must never be forgotten that Hitler and Mussolini owed 
their rise to power as much, if not more, to the imperialist 
masters of Britain, France and other countries as they did to 
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the objective circumstances and the imperialist rulers of their 
own countries. There can certainly be no doubt that fascist 
aggression into China, Ethiopia, Austria, Spain and Czecho- 
slovakia was not opposed but was aided and abetted by the 
forces of imperialiam still powerful in Britain and active else- 
where in Europe. 

In this war, as in the last, there is much talk of “saving the 
world for democracy.” Negroes of America observe, however, 
the persistent and shameful denial of every vestige of democ- 
racy to their blood brothers in Africa and the West Indies. 
Even today the conflict between Britain and Germany reveals 
itself to be a greedy struggle for domination of African lands 
and peoples. We need only look at the recent actions at Dakar 
and in the Cameroons. India has struggled in vain to win self- 
government from her British rulers for 360 million Indian 
people. The same can be said of the action of imperialist 
powers in all other colonial countries, The war aims of the 
conflicting powers have nothing to do with saving and extend- 
ing democracy. . 

It becomes clear that the similarities between fascist and 
imperialist rule are numerous and strong. Both resort to ruth- 
less territorial expansion ; both seize the goods of other people ; 
both exploit racial, cultural and religious differences. Both 
are destructive of human rights and depend upon undemocratic, 
anti-social methods for their expansion and their maintenance. 


CHOICE—NOT FASCISM NOR IMPERIALISM, 
BUT DEMOCRACY 


What then, is to be said of a war waged by such forces as 
have been described? What can be said, save that by their 
very nature neither Nazi Germany nor imperialist Britain and 
France can wage a war for democracy or for freedom and 
justice. There is no other conclusion to arrive at save that this 
war like the last Great War is a conflict between rival imperial- 
ist forces, each striving to enrich itself at the expense of the 
other. 

It must be further pointed out that the very nature of the 
rivalry and contlict between Nazism and Imperialism makes 
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for war and more war. Like the American slave system of pre- 
Civil War days, Imperialisin and Nazism must expand or die. 
Imperialism in its battle against democracy builds up a Hitler, 
a Franco, a Mussolini and thereby sets the stage for the conflict 
which brings such destruction upon the world. 

The goal and the possibility in America are an ever-increas- 
ing democracy. Therefore a war between fascism and impe- 
rialism offers no choice to our country. The Negro people, as 
all Americans, want nothing of imperialism or fascism. Their 
chuice is for democracy. 

America most certainly will not aid Nazi Germany. America 
must not become an ally of imperialist Britain. To help either 
of these powers is to use the tremendous manhood and mate- 
rial wealth of this country in the support of the forces of 
human exploitation, of war and nusery. 

Let us build a strong democratic country which no foreign . 
power will dare touch. Let us not become involved in outworn 
imperialism which breeds war and fascism. Let America be- 
come a mighty force for peace throughout the world by becdm- 
ing a yreat democracy here at home. That, we are confident, is 
the overwhelming view of the Negro people on the question of 
American mvolvement in the war. 


WHAT NEGRO PEOPLE WANT 


If the question is asked what it is that American Negroes 
want today, the answer comes with swiftness and clarity. We 
want security in employment; freedom to exercise our consti- 
tutional right to vote and relief from the debasing discrimina- 
tions imposed upon us in the public social life of our country. 
To ask for or accept less than this minimum standard of 
Americanism would be unworthy of the Negro people. For 
this reason I know that our struggle for full-fledged American 
democratic rights will take on an increasingly effective form. 

Finally, what are the means open to us for reaching our goal 
of democracy within the American framework? What path 
must be take? The answer to these questions obviously in- 
vulves political parties. 


13 


To the two majur parties of long standing, Negroes have 
this to say: 


Since 1875 you have both permitted and given aid to the 
policy of Negro disfranchisement through the poll tax and 
other unconstitutional and illegal methods. 

You have both permitted the crime of lynching to continue 
by refusing to place an anti-lynching law on the statute books. 

You have both sanctioned widespread discrimination against 
Negroes in state and federal services and you have thereby en- a 
dorsed the debasing practice of Jim-<Crowism in America. 

You have both failed to provide a single meaningful answer 

to the vital social and cconomic problem of unemployment. 
And today, you are both prepared to exploit the instinct of 
defense of our country by resorting to uncoustructive and fus- 
cist substitutes for the political and economic reforms necessary 
to remove unemployment from our land. 
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Let these political parties that now seek the support of the 
Negro vote bear in mind their failures. The Negro people will 
not forget these failures. \Ve must not again permit ourselves 
to give unqualified support to any political party. In this elec- 
tion and those to come the Negro voters must support men and 
measures and not party labels. In this election and those tu 
come it must be our task to show puliticians that they cannot 
trample upon our rights and win our support. Intelligent non- 
partisanship is the course we must follow. 


THE NEGRO PEOPLE MARCH 


Meanwhile an awakening Negro people is becoming increas- 
ingly conscious of where its interests lie. There are mighty 
forces in our land, in factories and mulls, on farms and in mines, 
among youth and the aged. Organized labor, militant minori- 
tics in the churches and in the southland—these are also amony 
the overwhelming millions in America who have struck their 
tents and are on the march towards a national status of peace, 
of demucracy, of the good life for all. 

The National Negro Congress, expressing the deep feeling 
of the Negro pyyple, is also on the march. We have made 
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common cause with these great forces fur progress in America. 
Perhaps no single step so clearly indicates this as our acceptance 
of the statesmanlike invitation of John L._Lewis to our Con- 
gress to enter into a working agreement with Labor’s Non- 
Partisan League—the great legislative arm of the labor 
movement. 

The significance of this cooperation to Negroes may best be 
seen by this clear and unequivocal statement made by Mr. 
Lewis at the Third National Negro Congress: 


“You know, I am one American wha believes in 
equality of opportunity for the Negro people. I do not 
try to conceal that fact. I am rather anxious that a 
great many people find out about our views in this 
country and I am doing what I can to educate them on 
that particular point. I want the help of the Negroes 
of this country. I want their help and their coopera- 
tion with the labor movement of America that stands 
for the principle of protection and security that affectg . 
every American.” 


lt is for the Negro peuple of America to work intelligently, 
patiently, and yet with all possible haste, to strengthen their 
own ranks. It is likewise imperative for them to cooperate with 
all other sections of the American people whose welfare de- 
ends upon an ever widening democracy. These are the goals 
of the National Negro Congress. 


AIMS OF THE NATIONAL NEGRO 
| CONGRESS ie 


. To secure-the full right: of citizenship for the Negro people es gqueree 

teed by the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments to the Federal Constitution, 
through remove! of the poll tex and all other forms ef unconstitutionsl 
restrictions upon the right te vote. 


. Te secuce the right of the Negro people to be free from Jim-Crewism, 
segregation, discrimination, hynching end mob violence, ead te.werk fer 
the enactment of federal entitynching legidetica. 


"3. Te secure employment for the Negro people free from ell manner of 


job discrimination by governments! agencies and privete industry. 


. Te promote the cause of trade unionism Negroes sad te wert 
for the organization of Negro workers into trade unices on « basis of 
full equality with afl ether trade union members. 


Te work for effective end edequete local, sete end actions! programs | 
for meeting the educafiorel, health ond housing needs of the 

without discrimination with res te geogrephice! erees, ead te 

for security egeinst old ege, dependency, unemployment ead weat. 


Te foster the cultural development end expression of the Negro 

to spreed the truth regerding their traditions ead contributions 
Americen democracy, end to combet off faleificetions aad distortions 
their historic role ia Americen fife. 


"7. Te promote the cause of peace, to eid the liberation of the oppremed 


peoples of Africa, West Indies, Chine, Indie end Letina America, whose 
etpirations for freedom ere one with ours; te oppose imperiaiict wars ead 
oppression; end to strive fer the reeliation of @ genuine brotherhood of 


mee in our time. 


. To promote the spirit of unity end cooperetion between he 
white people in @ common struggle for their mutve! welfere end od- 
wiscoment.” 


(From Article 2 of the Constitution of 
the National Negro Congress.) 


NATIONAL OFFICERS 


MAX YERGAN, National President’ =: 
JOHN P. DAVIS, National Secretary 
U. SIMPSON TATE, National Treasure’ 
JULIUS A. BOSTICEK, National Financial Secretary 


for further information and Iitersature sbout 
the Nationa] Negro Congress write to 
717 Fierida Avenue, N.W. 
Washingtea, D.C. 
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National Sponscaingc Com MITTEE 
NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 


Joun P. Davis, Secretary 
717 Flerida Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D. C, 
October, 1935 
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Why a National Negro Congress? 


N this deepening crisis ef monopoly capitalism, of which the 
existing industrial depression, with its myriad and varied 
concommitant social disabilities and degradations, & an acute 
manifestation, the Negro im politics, industry, education and his 
entire social life, i faced with a decisive and imperative chal- 


lenge, to develop and fashien a new and powerful instrumental- 


ity with which, not only to arouse and fire the broad masses to 
action in their own defenes, but to attack the forces of reaction 
that seek to throttle Black America with increasing Jim-Crownm, 
segregation and discrimination. It therefore scems eminently 
proper, timely, fitting amd necessary, that a National Negro 
Congress, which 'will express the struggle of the Negro on all 
fronts, such as civil and political liberties, labor, social service, 
politics, fraternal and church interests, through the respective 
organizations, be held. — 

Of .course this Congress will not be disposed to supplant or 
take over the work of any existing organization. This could not 
be done. For it would bs too unwieldy and heterogeneous in 
organizational composition. But it is also true that neither one 
of the existing Negro organizations, despite the cflicient, splen- 
did and valuable work it may be doing, can mect the needs of 
the hour as a single organization. The magnitude, complexity 
and danger of the Negro’s present condiion, demands the mobi- 
ization of overwhelming mass pressure and force, which can 
only be achieved through the agency of a National Negro Con- 
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gress. On every fundamental problem, a ringing and militant 
declaration of policy could be promulgated by such a Congress 
and since # would represent the collective expression and will 
of millions of Negroes embraced in their various organizations, 
government nor industry could view it with indifference and 
unconcern. 
A. Pour Rampotrn 
 Neteomal Prendont, Inernateonal Brethgnheed of 
Sleeping Car Porters 
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Let Us Build a Nasional Negro 


Congress sii 


! me 
Pe JOHN P. DAVIS 


WELVE million Negro chisnne in America-todey Sed 

themselves disrespected and victims of double exploitation: 
as Negroes and as workers. Negroes in both the North and 
the South are lacking in even the. most elemental privileges of 
citizenship. Roughly, eight million in the South are completaly 
robbed of the right to vote. They have practically ne voice in 
government; in the Nerth they find themselves in a similar 
position. There has been wholesale denial of the constitutional 
rights of the Negro. Hardly anywhere in Aonerica does there 
exist for Negross an effective weapom to compel respect aad 


justice from the goverament under which they live. 


Especially in these last six years of an extraordinary economic 
crisis have Negroes been made to feel the ful) brunt ef explaite- 
tion. Every day since has swept larger and larger numbers of 
Negro Americans into the ranks of the jobless, the starving. 
Negro childrem die for want of food. The black youth of the 
nation by tens ef thousands have no perspective for ‘earning a 
living. In the whole nation the Negro is fast becoming a job- 
less, pauper race. 

The grave situation of the Negro population in this country 
today demands united action of every form of organizational 
life among Negroes in an effort to ward off the crushing blows 
of hunger, unemployment and discrimination. No single or 
ganization alone can hogs to solve theses problems. In a million 
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Negro homes must arise the determination to act together to end 

poverty, to struggle for freedom from the curse of color, and 

national degradation. Only the unity of action of the widest 

masecs determined to strike out boldly against intolerance and 

injustice to Negross can solve the probleme facing ya today. 
What are the prublems of Black Americaf 


The Negro Industrial Worker 


In hundreds of urban centers in the United States scores of 
thousands of Negro industrial workers have been fired from 
occupations in the building and construction trades, from mw 
mills and slaughter houses, from blast furnaces and gteel rolling 
mills, from textile plants and clothing factories, from coal mines, 
tobacce factories, automobile plants, quarries and ship docks, 


‘ Jrom railroad shops. In the service industrice (hotels, restau- 


rants, laundries and barber shops) aleo, Negroes have lost jobs. 
Estimates of unemployment as of December, 1934, made dy 
the Joint Committee on National Recovery reveal a serious 
picture of conditions among Negro industrial workers. ‘The 
estimate shows that nearly 900,000 Negro workers in industry 
were jobles. We need at least a million jobs in indystry. 
Food prices have gone up 34 per cent since 1933 and promise 
to go even higher. Food represents fully half of the Negro 
worker's budget. He gets fewer dollars in his pay envelope 
and each dollar he gets buys less and less of the things he needs 
to keep his family alive. He and hs family are driven to do 
without recreation, to have fewer clothes, to cat less, to move to 
a emailer crowded home, to keep*children out of school. 


SWEATING NEGRO WORKERS IN THE TOBACCO FACTORIES 


“Le we tales 8 few typical indunries in which Negro employ- 
ment is large. In the manufacture of cigarettes and smoking 
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steadily decreased, 

GEE TEE thee ef ave eeniiinny 028 Glide, 
average annual income of the worker in the indumry dr 
from $853 to $727. This average wage dropped ail] further 
in 1933, to $613. In this industry only one out of every eight 
workers now earng.ag much as $12 a week; while sii out of every 
eight are paid less than $10 a week. 

Knowing that the organization of the workers will make & 
possible to struggle against such sweatshop conditions employers 
go to all possble lengths.to fight the unions. 


LONOSHOREMEM MAVE LITTLE WORK 


Aland ii Millia Cis till us tn Cab Bik tae 
sands of Negro longshoremen perform the heavy work of load- 
ing and unloading coastal and sea-going steamers. “They arp 
given the heavy, dirty work of unloading fertilizer and licorice 
roots, while white longehoremen have easier tasks. All in 
the longshoremen in thess areas average not more than te 
weeks’ work out of the yesr. They carn less than $200 in 
whole year. 

Typical of what happened to Negro longshoremen when they 
strike to better their conditions are the following accounts from 
the daily pres: 


New Orleans Times-Picayune, May 28, 1934. “Police shot 
into a group of 200 atriking longehoremen, wounding Jame 
Washingtoa, 4,667 Nesth Roman rest, 42-year-eld Negre 
striker.” 

Associated Prem Dispagch, May 12, 1934, Galvemon, Texas 
Charles Shario, a Negre pighet, wae clain end C. Horne, another 
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Negro, was wounded when the Clyde-Mallory Lines appt 100 
non-union white mea to their dock to handle a cargo. Negro 
longshoremen there, though not members of the International 
Longshoremen's Association, ruck im sympathy with theis white 
fellow worker.” 


Associated Press Dispatch, May 30, 1934, Newport News, Va. 
“Shipe were unloaded by emergency crews and unemployed persons 
today, while heavy police details in Portsmouth (Va.), guarded 
against pomible disorder as dock workers, members of the Marine 
Workers Inductrial Union, went oa arike in the Hampton Roads 
section. 

“Thirty odd Negroes were placed in jail wethous formal charge 
by Portemouth police when a group of abowt 200 strikers aad 
strike sympathizers refused to disperse at the Seaboard Lines.” 


SLOW DEATH IN STEAM LAUNDRIES 


Thirty thousand Negro women toil to slow death in the steam 
laundries of the South. These women work excessively long 
hours for as little as two and three cents an hour. Miss Mary 
Anderson, director of the Women’s Bureau of the United States 
Department of Labor in her recent report on wages and hours 


in the laundry industry states: 


“Wages for women workers in the South were distremiagly low 
for both white and Negro workers on productive work. However, 
it is within these groupe that wage discrimination agains Negro 
employees was most apparent. The wides differences in average 
weekly wages was in Memphis where white women received $9.21 
as an average week's pay while Negro women found bet $5.57 in 
an average weekly envelope. In Jacksonville the carnings were 
$8.47 fer white and $5.25 for Negro women, in Greenville they 
were $7.84 for white and $5.45 for Negroes, and in Savannah they 
were $7.62 for white and $5.32 for Negro women. Js ae south- 
ere city covered by the Women’s Burscau im the laundry study did 
average earmeng: for Negro women reach the exceedengly lew lems 
of $5.60 set by the N.R.A. laundry code.” 
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‘It is almost impossible for a Negro artisan to get work at his : 
trade. When he applies for work as a carpenter or electrician or | Ze 
brick mason he is frequently denied the opportunity to work — € 
because he has no union card. Yet when he trics to join the 
union a corrupt and prejudiced union official refuses admit 
him to union membership. ’ 

On public works, built out of federal funds, Negroes are 
denied skilled work. They are told to apply as common laborers 
or else given no jobs at all. Skilled work is reserved for white 
men by bosses working under the supervision of the federal 
government. Even when skilled work is available for Negroes, 4 
they are expected to work for less pay than is given white skilled , 
workers in the same craft. 
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“JIM-CROW” UNIONISM 


The American Federation of Labor and its affiliated interna- 4 
tional brotherhoods have adopted various methods for excluding 
Negroes from full union participation. Some unions have a | 
provision in their constitution excluding Negrocs. This type } 7 
includes such unions as the International Association of Machin- 
ists; the American Federation of Railroad Workers; the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Boilermakers, Iron Shipbuilders and 
Helpers of America; the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen 
and Enginemen and many others. 
The following statement made at a recent Congressional hear- 
ing by J. E. McDonald, white chairman of the National Com- 
mittee of Railroid Brotherhood Unity Movement, give a clear 


picture of what exclusion of Negroes from railroad unions has 
meant: 


“An agreement signed by the Brotherhood of Locunmtive Fire- 
inen and Enginemen with the Atlantic Coast Line states that ‘a 
least 5: per cent of the firemen of this lime must be white’. This 
road aleo agrees ‘wot te employ Negre fromen, and im the future 
all vacancies will be flicd by white fromen!’™ 
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Still other unions have an unwritten law against the admision 
of Negroes, as the International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers and many others in the building trades group. A third 
type permits Negro membership only in “Jim-Crow locals” 
under the supervaion of white. In these unions Negroes are 
organized primarily for the purpose of preventing them from 
scabbing on the white workers, but seldom with the purpose of 
bettering the conditions of the Negro workers through collective 
bargaining. Among the unions of this type are: the Tobacco 
Workers International Union, the United Textile Workers and 
the Laundry Workers International Union. 

Some of the white union officials have taught the white union 
member that the Negro was only fit to be a scab. Minguided 
Negro lesders have drawn Negroes away from the labor move- 
ment by pointing to instances where Negroes have not been 
‘reated fairly by unions. In a few instances they have actually 


' urged Negroes to scab. 


Thus in 1925 Negro workers were denicd membership in 
the longshoremen’s union on the Pacific Coast. It was there- 
fore easy for employers to persuade them to break the strike of 
white longshoremen. But in 1934 both Negro and white work- 
ers had learned their lesson. Negroes were edimitted to the 
unions, There was another strike. This time both Negroe and 
white union men won their strike, won a 50 per cent increas 
in wages and aaey better living conditions. 


NEGROES HAVE BEEN LOYAL TO THEIR UNIONS 


Where Negroes have been organized into unions on an equal 
satus they have been staunch fighters for labor. Negro and 
white coal and iron miners withstood the most brutal treatment 
at the hands of police and company gunmen in Alabama. The 
following telegram sent by white union officials to William 


_ green, President of the American Federation of Labor, follow- 


ing the brutal] murder of two Negro ore mincrs at the Ishkooda 
: 10 


i ese 


e--Q& ° 


ot 2 e 
+ 8 ES GES Nn ny al Supe iS f RN oe gag 


mine, is carried in an account of the iron ore strike in the Be~ 
mingham News (May 9, 1934): 


“We find without variation that the statements of all the pickets, 
white and colored, are to the effect that they were fired on without — 
provocation of warning and that the pickets were without firearms. 
Net a gun was found by the investigators. The facts borne eat by 
a large aumber of witnemes are that thess deputies who drove the 
death car got out and began firing imo the pickets with machine 
gues and pistols without warning.” 

In the textile, laundry and longshoremen strikeg Negroes 
played a prominent part. In the garment industries they have 
also proven their fidelay to union principles. 

The uphill battle of the International Brotherhood of Sleep- 
ing Car Porters is enough in itself to give the lie to those who 
claim that Negroes will not stick together, that they are not 
good union men. The Pullman Porters have for the last ten 
years had to fight not only against the Pullman Company but 
against a fake company union as well as against the Brotherhood 
of Sleeping Car Conductors which, although it excluded Negroes 
from membership, sought-to keep the Brotherhood from being 
recognized as an International of the American Federation of 
Labor and to asert its false claim w jurisdiction over sleeping 
car porters. Against these odds the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters has won by national election the right to represent the 
sleeping car porters, and has forced the executive council of the 
American Federation of Labor to recognize it as an international 
union. These victories spell for pullman porters better wages, 
shorter hours and fairer labor conditions. The Brotherhood & a 
living example of what an effective union can accomplish. 


WHY Is IT IMPORTANT TO SMASH THE UNION COLOR Link! 


Certainly as long as workers, both Negro and white, are un- 
organized, employers will pay them as little and work them as 
long as human endurance will allow. If the Negro worker is 
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ty get jobs in industry, he will not get them by undereelling hs 
white fellow-worker, but rather by joining with him in 4 union 
which demands higher wages, shorter hours, and better work- 
ing | 

There is a growing sentiment among large groups of white 
workers for trade-union eolidarty with their Negro fellow 
workers. In such unions as the United Mine Workers of 
American, the International Ladies Garment Workers Union, 
the Amalgamated Clothing Workers Union and others the color 
line has been broken down and members of these unions have 
reaped a harvest of better wages and labor conditions for: all 
workers, Negro and white. ‘These examples and hundreds of 
others like them offer convincing proof that Negro and white 
workers can and have worked together for their common good. 

Thus facing mass unemployment in industry the only way 
out for Negroes is through widespread labor organization. 
Today, then, as never before, a concerted drive must be made 
against discrimination in trade unions. It is a problem of daily 
bread for Negro workers. ‘This is the central issue on which all 
Negroes must agree: To fight Jim-Crowum im trade unions. 
On this issue white workers must also agree. For only by unity 
of all workers of whatever race can the interest of labor as a 
whole be defended. 


What About a Negro Farmer? 


About 40 of every 100 Negro citizens in the country live on 
farms. Most of these (90.7 per cent) are in 11 southern 
states: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mis- 
swsippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee 
and ‘Texas. In these 11 states in 1930 only 18 of every 100 
Negro farmers were owners. Roughly 70 of every 100 were 
at the bottom of the economic farm, ladder in the class of share- 
croppers. About 11 were but little better off as cash tenants. 
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Negro farm owners have only ¢ slightly better gbance fos 
decent living than Negro farmers in the sharecropping-.aad caeb 
tenant Classes. The Nagro fasmer owner is burdened with farm 
debts on —_— a 
of land ownership. | 


: : ee of ia Wa 
PRISONER OF THE PLANTATION 


The Negro tenant farmer i today a prisoner on the planta- 
tions of the South.~ More than six hundred thousand Negro 
families, including nearly three million human beings, lead a 
wretched existence on plantations and tenant farms in the South. 
Their chains are physical, economic and social. | 


A descriptan of what home conditions are for the Negro 
sharecropper is shown in the following testimony of a Negro 


woman, herself a sharecropper in Alabama (before an unofficial 
Congressional hearing in May, 1935). 


“And clothing ien’t in it. Since they stopped using fertilizer 
the clothes is very scanty, because we could take fertilizer eacks 
and make aprons and dress for the litle children. Bat since they 
are not using fertilizer very much you just can’t hide their naked- 
ness through the winter. Gometimes you find in some of the houses 
that the little children are barefooted and the children in some of 
the houses coulda’t go te school in the winter because they did not 
have clothes to go in. Aad some of them haven't even got houses 
to stay im as good as lows ef common barns. And some families 
of 12 or 14 live in howsss with maybe one room and kitchen with 
maybe three beds where 1@ or 12 are alceping in the three beds. 
And the kitchen is so open that you can just pas by and look 
through and ece them all sitting in there, and not even have 2 fluc 
for the stovepipe to go ia, and the stove is sitting out oa the floor. 
. . . Families have to pet wp with all kinds of things like that. 
And I could tell a lot mere.” 


During crop season men, women and children are up and in 
the fields as the sun ries. The children hoe and pick cotton, 
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~__ Aldom getting a chance for more than four months’ schooling 


in some dilapidated school shack. The work done by women is 
as hard as that for men. There is seldom much clothing for 
anyone in the family. There is never enough food, Cornmeal 
and cheap meat form the chief diet. For the children such a dict 
means pellagra and rickets, disease and death. 


THE “NEW DEAL” IN THE COTTON BELT 


Thousands of Negro farm families were terribly hit when 
cotten dropped from 29 to six cents a pound the years prior to 
the “New Deal” administration. As cotton dropped in price the 
landlord squeezed his tenants and farm hands more and morc. 
The problem of restoring this lost income to the farmer in the 
cottan belt was the one the “New Deal” proposed to solve. But 
the tenant farmer and sharecropper were the chief sufferers 
from lost income, receiving only a small part of the approxi- 
mately $227,000,000 paid by the government in rental and 
benefit checks under its new cotton acreage reduction program. 
Instead, government officials, like Pontius Pilate, have stood 
silently by while greedy landlords and their hirelings took by 
force, trickery and theft the share of such benefits to which the 
tenant classes were entitled. Those Negro sharecroppers who did 
sense the wrong and who wrote to the government found that 
their letters were sent back to local prejudiced governmental 
officials who made it hard for them even to the point of violence. 
Many of them were forced to sign away their equity in rental 
and benefit checks in the very presence of county farm exten- 
sion agents employed by the government for the supposed pur- 
pose of preventing just such fraud. 

How widespread the stealing of these checks was during the 
last two crop seasons no one knows. Even government officials 
adm many cases of flagrant robbery. One careful student of 
the problem has estimated that the sharecroppers got about three 
out of every thousand cheeks to which they were entitled. Below 
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arc typical cases of fraud against sharecroppers under the crop 
reduction program as given by Negro ministers who were thea, 
eclvcs tenants on plantations: | 


Case I: “I live om this plantation. There are 150 familice 
do 


here. So far as checks are concerned we 
looks like. All of ws were called to the school house and asked 


to plow up one-fourth ef our cotton. I plowed up 17 acres. (Ed. 
Note: This was under the plow-up campaign of 1933, the average 
rental price paid for plowing up am acre was $11.) We did act 


sign anything. He (the landlord) did all the writing, 1 did not 
get anything out of the cotton I plowed up.” : 
Case 11 (1934): “Two members of my church rented from the 
F—— Plantera R—— S—— had furnished them dering the 
planting season. He found out that their checks had come to them 
in their names and forced them to give them over to him. Ala 
touk al] the cotton and corn they had raised to pay for a debt he 
claimed they owed him. He oid the furnisher had firn 
the owner of the land escond choice, and the renter, law, if any. 
Nothing was left.” 


Case IIL (1934): “Approximately 200 familics live on 
plantation. He (owner) is a cruel master. Will not feed 
folks. Gave them yellow cornmeal and cheap 
them to work through the winter. Does act give them any 
or clothes. Is the spring they began to leave and 
caught. Some got away. Some he overtook asad 
cruelly. This was on Sunday and on Moaday th 
were whipped unmercifully in the town. One white womans 
them ecreaming so she fainted and her husband went down 
asked them to sop. He took the others out in the coumry 
whipped them. You could hear their screams for a quarter 
mile. . . . The government ecnt our checks to Mr. H—— U. 
County Farm Extension Agent) bet Mr. H—— held them up. 
He said our trustee (7) had to sign for them before we ouuld 
get them. Bus qe Aoved’t asen the money of the chach:.” 
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Other difficulties arise under the “New Deal” crop reduction 
program. With fewer acres to till (acreage was reduced roughly 
40 per cent) there was peed for fewer tenant families and farm 
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yorkers. In violation of their contract with the government the 


—~sandlords reduced the number of their tenant families. More 


than a quarter of a million famiiles being driven off plantations 
in 1934 alone. When evicted tenants sought to enforce the 
contract providing against reduction in the number of tenants, 
the federal courts aided by legal opinions of the Solicitor of the 
United States Department of Agriculture declared that no 
tenant had a right to enforce the contract. This meant that the 
right was only available to the government. And the govern- 
ment has refused consistently to take legal action to prevent such 
evictions. This failure to act leaves the tenant with no nghts 
which the landlord is bound to respect. 


“poor HOG OR DIR” 


When the homeless, jobless families sought relief they met 
all manner of discrimination. Families were overcharged for 
everything they bought with relief scrip. Families in hundreds 
of instances have been denied relief because they could get no 
“white” persons to recommend them. In this way plantation 
owners were able to force their tenants to work at any wage 
they cared to pay, for from 30 to 70 cents a day. In many 
instances the owners forced Negroes off relief rolls who had 
refused to work for this starvation wage. 


Under the new relief legislation (1935) unemployable per- 
sons (aged, invalid, mothers with infant children, etc.) are 
denied federal aid. ‘This means that Negro unemployables are 
left to the “tender mercies” of private agencies in the South 
(and a few local public agencies) which have never concerned 
themselves with the need and want of Negroes. Nearly one 
million helpless Negroes in the South have been told to “rvot 
hog or die”. Employable persons are supposed to be cared for 
through relief jobs under the Works Progress Administration. 
On the promise that they would be given work in place of 
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rehef tens of thousands of Negro farm families have been cut 
from relief rolls. But not by the widest stretch of imagination 
can it be shown that there will be sufficient jobs to care for these 
necdy families. For a few there are jobs. These jobs pay the 
\ “coolie” wage of $19 to $21 a month for 140 hours of hard 
labor, or from 12 to 15 cents an hour. 


THE VOICE OF THE MEGRO FARMER MUST BE HEARD 


If we look to the future plans of the “New Deal” we find 
that the Negro farm family has little to hope for. Plans to 
rehabilitate displaced tenant families by putting them on small 
subsistence farms as conceived by the government's Resettlement 


Administration offer no guarantee that the tenant families will 
he better off. 


The “New Deal” has denied to the farm population any right 
to social and unemployment insurance. The Social Security Act 
just signed by the President excludes agricultural workers from 
henefits of old-age pension, unemployment benefits and other 
forms of social insurance. Thus 40 of every 100 Negroes have 
no hope of secunty in old age or in time of joblessness and illness. 

The Negro has no voice in the government in which he lives 
because he is robbed of a vote by fraud and violence. The 

, plantation owners, and the county and state officials, see to it that 
the Negro does not “leave his place.” And the “place” of the 
Negro is a wretched plantation hovel. They keep him illiterate, 
underfed and under-clothed. 


Only recently has there been any organized effort on behalf 

, of the sharecropper. Poor farm workers (both Negro and 
white) in Alabama and another group in Arkansas got together. 
| ‘They organized unions of sharecroppers and poor farmers, both 
; Negro and white. They struck against wages of 30 cents a 
day. They were met by the combined violence of plantation 

owner and county officials, who ruthlessly sought to deny them 
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_ ‘Fight to pool their bargaining power, to deny them the right 
to fight for a living wage. Sharecroppers were shot down in 
cold blood because they refused to work for 30 cents a day. The 
Negro farmer needs the assistance of all groups of citizens to 
help him to fight for himeclf. 


Household Slavery 


Negro women are forced to take jobs as household servanu 
and domestics; in many cases they have to support themselves 
enurely or else to supplement the small wages of their husbands 
and other members of their family. Of the nearly two million 
Negro women who work nearly two-thirds can find no other 
tobs than as domestics. 


In Atlanta, Georgia, the Young Women’s Christian Associa- 
tion estimates the usual rate to be $2.50 a week. An employ- 
ment agency in the same city which caters to the better class of 
household gives an average of $4.50 a week for the applicants 
whom they place. In 33 Northern counties of Mississippi Negro 
domestics were found to be paid on the average less than $2 
a week. Even in the North and Mid-West a wage of $5 and 
$6 a week is considered good pay. 


They are denied relief if they turn down a $3 or $4 a week 
job as a servant. 


For these women the “New Deal” has created many prob- 
lems. The “New Deal” has meant an indirect wage cut for 
domestic labor. When they are jobless of sick of when they 
become too ald to work they have nothing to fall back on be- 
cause the federal government has refused to include them for 
benefits under the Social Security Act. 


Unions exist in several urban centers, such as Chicago and 
New York. Domestics, like other workers, are learning the 
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benchts of such organizabon. But it # highly enreree that 
they be given more help in organizing. 

There must be an ond to the household slavery which tahes 
the toll of two out of every three Negro women whe work, | 


What Future for Negro Youth? 


In May, 1935, there were 490,000 Negro youth on relief 
between the ages of 14 and 16. One out every. six boys and 
girls between these age limits was in a destitute family—aiittle 
food, crowded home, no clothes. For their brothers and sisters 
a year or so older (hundreds of thousands of them) there was 
no single ray of hope for a job. Many of them have never had 
a job. There was no hope that they ever would find work. 
This large reservoir of human beinges—the only hope of the 
Negro race for tomorrow—represents more than 500,000" 
“Scottsboro boys” economically lynched before they reached 
manhood of womanhood. 


In 16 southern states only 11 out of every 1,000 Negro chi- 
dren of high school age go to high school. There is only one 
Negro high school teacher for every 211 Negro high school stu- 
dents in these states. There is one white teacher for every 6! 
white high school students. Nearly 200,000 Negro children in 


these states live in counties where they have no high school 
facilities. 


c.cC.Cc, CAMPS UNFAIR TO NEGRO BOYS 


What has the “New Deal” done for destitute Negro youth? 
First there was the Civilian Conservation Corps (C.C.C.) Here 
young men were forced to do hard manual labor for one dollar 
a day. Boys are doing men’s work for a fraction of men’s wages. 
They are trained to be soldiers, hardened for cannon-fodder for 
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hes war, But even this unsatisfactory kind of. relief = 


| it Negroes equally with whites. 


When we look at the official press releases of the C.C.C. camps 
we note that there are only 88 “colored” camps. A camp for 
the mast part consists of 200 boys. But there is further segre- 
gation. On one hand boys are put into a white officered, all- 
colored camp. In other cases from two to a score of Negro 


boys will be quartered in a “mixed” camp, where they are put 


to do the menial work as kitchen helpers, while the white boys 
are doing regular forestry work of the detachment. Until re- 
cently there were no Negro chaplains, no Negro army officers, no 
Negro educators employed in this work. Only a struggle has 
been able to force the employment of Negroes at these tasks. 


THE NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION 


For youth of* school age there has recently been created the 
National Youth Administration (N.Y.A.). But despite its claim 
to fairness the N.Y.A. has yet to solve the needs of Negro youth 
for a number of reasons. Scholarships of $15 a month are pro- 
vided for a few thousand college youth. Only the college stu- 
dent who has a family able to add to this amount to a sufficient 
extent to pay the year’s college expenses (and this means several 
hundred dollars) will be able to accept such a‘ scholarship. For 
Negro youth in relief families who want to go to college this 
N.Y.A. program means nothing. The same is true in the case 
of high school scholarships of from $3 to $6 a month. The 
poorer child has no chance to go back to school. But as well in 
230 counties in the South where there are no high school facili- 
tes for Negro children there is no opportunity for the Negro 
child to be helped by the program. 

When we speak of organizing Negro public opinion in a 
militant struggle for economic justice, we must include the mil- 
lions of Negro youth. They must join with white youth in their 
joint effort to win a brighter day. 
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The “New Deal” Quits the Business of Relief 


We have said that we need 9 million jobs in industry to regain 
lost ground. We have pointed to the need for labor organiza- 
tion as the means of preventing wage slashes and further. un- 
employment and to better labor conditions. But today and at this 
very hour the Negro needs relief. He needs adequate relief, 
relief honestly adminstered. Of gravest concern is the problem 
of the millions of Negroes in families receiving relief. 

Negroes all over the country are unemployed in greater pro- 
portions than whites. In northern cities Negroes are on relief 
in from three to four times their proportion in the population, 

In relief work employment only in a few cities are Negro case- 
workers employed. Throughout the South the vast majority of 
Negro cases are dealt with by whites, and discrimination is rife 
in the handling of Negro cases. 

According to government officials there were in October, 
1933, a total of 2,117,000 Negroes in families receiving relief. 
Although less than JO per cent of the total population, Negroes 
were nearly 20 per cent of the relief population. In January, 
1935, however, the number of Negroes in families receiving 
relief was estimated by Relief Administrator Harry Hopkins 
to be 4,000,000, or nearly 30 per cent of the Negro population. 


These figures mean that for the 15-month period from Octo- 
ber, 1933, to January, 1935, Negroes went on relief rolls at 
the rate of about 130,000 a month or more than 4,000 a day. 

Of what do Negroes complain in their treatment on relief? 
These four letters, typical of hundreds, speak for themsclves: 


Jackson, Mississippi: “I am a poor Negro widow woman... . 
L tell you why they cut me off relief... . I take my stick and hos 
and plant me a garden to help myself. . . . I cannot comtent myself 
to sit down and depend on relief. ... Now they cot me off becauss = * 
I try to help myself... .” ne 


ai 


let him 
Another man was put in jail yesterday becauss he wrote to Wash- 
ington. .. . He is in jail yet. For God in Heaven mke do some- 
thing for us poor devils in Fort Lauderdale. We are off relief 
and have no jobs. Please! Please! Please!" 


Montgomery, Ala.: “I am a bricklayer and live in Montgomery 
and have lived here all my life. By some unfair means, I cannot 
get a job with C.W.A. work. A lot of brick work is being done 
and I asked a foreman about giving me a job and he mid he was 
told not to use Negro bricklayers and he also mid somesne was 
sending to Andalusia, Ala. for white bricklayers. These are 75 
Negro bricklayers in Montgomery. .. . I am asking you to look 
imto the matter at once as we are getting a bad deal and need 
work.” , 

In every section of the country Negroes by the tens of thou- 
sands are victims of discrimination in the administration of relief. 


Negro carpenters are made to take work as unskilled laborers. 
Destitute Negro college girls are told to apply for work as 
domestics. Negro families are made to move into more squalid 
hovels before they are given relief. If in good times they man- — 
aged to have a radio or piano, they cannot now get relief until 
they get rid of this luxury as the relief officials call w, If one 
member of the family, no matter how large, has a emall job at 
$3 or $4 a week, the family gets no relief. 
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LEGQALIZING HUNGER a 


In January, 1935, President Roosevelt declared a new relief 
pohcy, which Congress seon enacted into law (the Emergency 
Relief Appropriations Act of 1935). Under this new policy 
relief families were divided into three classes: families with no 
member in the family employable; familics wth a member of 
the family employable; families in rural areas. 

The unemployables, as the firet class was called, are to be cut 
off federal relief as quickly as possible. They are families who, 
by very definition, are unable to care for themselves. There is 
no relief other than that which they will be given by private 
agencies or local and state relicf bureaus. Even if « could be 
supposed that state and local agencies would deal fairly with the 
several hundred thousand Negro families in the unemployable 
clam, there would sill be the problem of finding the maney fer 
this purpose as most state treasuries are exhausted. 

The plain cold fact is that when the President declared, “the 
federal government must and will stop this business of relief, 
he was consigning a million Negroes to starvation, He was 
legalizing hunger. 

For the employables the President promised jobs. He est 
mated three and a half million such familics. He established 
wage differentials for the South. The country was divided into 
four regions where different wage scales are being paid for the 
same type of work. Regions three and four include the south- 
ern states in which 71.5 per cent of the total Negro populatios 
is located. It is in thess regions that the “coolie” wages of $19 
and $21 a month are scheduled to be paid for 140 hours of 
work at common labor, Regardless of the size of the family 
this wage will be all they receive to meet their needs. The 
payment of $19 and $21 a month brands “Uncle Sam” as the 
worst sweatshop employer in America. 

The works program (administrated by the Works Progress 
Administration—W.P.A.) has moved along at 9 snail's pace. 
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was in sight. Even when the program gets into full swing there 


et of relief cases were closed before any relief work 


will not be enough jobs for all the needy people. Already the 
effects of the program have been felt in a nymber of places. 
Thus, for example, families in Washington, D. C., whose relief 
budget netted them about $17 a week, now find themeclves cut 
to the “security” wage of $11.25 a week. te « | 

. Under the new program there is no such thing as rural relief. 
Families in need, in rural areas, are supposed ta be cared for by 
the newly created Resettlement Administration. Families which 
have been placed on farms are expected to shift for themselves 
on small plots of land, to rase food, and to earn enough from 
the sale of goods on a market which does not ext to pay for 
their upkeep and to pay for the price of the land. The whole 
barbaric scheme is an excuse of the “New Deal” government 
for doing nothing for the hundreds of thousands of destitute 


farm families. 


A People Free in Name Only 


LEGAL. LYNCHDIG 


To be a Negro is to be robbed of the protection of law. 
Daily, black citizens are slugged and beaten by thugs wearing 
the badges of officers of the law. Then they are dragged into 


' the courts whose “justice” is a mockery to democracy. White 


juries, from which Negroes are systematically excluded, cry 
“guilty” with utmost ease. White judges fix inhuman penalties, 
which white chain gang bosses execute like fiends. What does 
m matter that the whole world knows the Scottsboro boys to be 
innocent? Alabama “justice” needs their burnt black skins as a 
token of white supremacy and to keep the Negro in “his place”. 
So it does not matter to Alabama that the United States Supreme 
Court has three times been compelled to reverse death sentences. 
They were determined not to put Negroes on the jury lists, and 
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forced to, openly boast that it s simply a matter of form. Mean- 
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mouths? Of ote igus & & dn Gy GE oe A. 
nounce the lynching of Claude Beal ss they would a cram, and - eS 
that a mob kidnaps him and takes him from one gate to another? - ::°r* > 
Federal government officials find a convenient excuse for pot ‘, >: 3 
invoking the “Lindbergh Kidnapping Law” ‘to — “ea oer 


To be a Negro is to be the victim of ery re BH 
terror especially designed to prevent Negroes from seeking any =’ 
improvement in their eocial and economic position, Tha riddled .° 
bodies of lynched Negro sherecroppers in Alabama are the age +: 
swers of plantation owners to their attempt ta get an incepaee 
from 30 cents to $1 a day fer cotton picking. The life of the : 
Negro is not worth the extra 70 cents. A 60-year-old Negro ia A See 
Arkansas has 32 bullets shot into his home, his grand-daughter §/ - 4 
shot, and i forced to flee the sate because he joined a share: = 
croppers union. A miniter in Missasippi is left dead in 2 Mie- ra «+ ag 
sissippi swamp becayac he was found to have a pamphlet jn his hie “By, 4 
pocket on organization, Measwhile these symbole of death instil ns 
fear in the minds of tens of thousands and serve effectively to’ : 
subjugate a whole race. Yet a federal government refuses to. 
a i iad 
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“Lily-white primaries” from which Negroes are utute, by a 
special permission of the United States Supreme Court, deter- re 
mine who shall be the rulers of the South and the nation, while 
black citizens are voteless. Under the Constitution citizens may 
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e the right to use the public conveniences of their govern- 
‘ment, created by their own taxes, Yet Negroes are barred from 
public restaurants in the nation’s capitol. Negroes are barred 
from houses, open to all other workers on such government reser- 
vations, as at Norrs Dam, Tennessee. But they help pay the 
bill for erecting these houses. Thus Negroes are barred from par- 
bcipanon in bencfits derived from Federal and state funds created 
by taxation on Negro and white alike. 


CIVIL LIBERTIES A MYTH 


For Negroes there is no such thing as civil rights. A Negro | 
woman must put on the costume of a maid if she wants to ride 
in a pullman car in Texas instead of sitting up all night in a 
“Jim-Crow” coach. For most of them, laws of interstate com- 
merce expressly prohibiting ths “Jim-Crowsmm” are dead letters 
unenforced by unconcerned federal officials. Written laws are 
forgotten, but the unwritten law that being black is a badge of 
inferiorny is strictly enforced. 

Race hatred is distilled at rapid pace in the public press. Resi- 
dential segregation and its attendant evils are on the increase. In 
the North and West even the few civil liberties that were once 
the proud boast of a few Negroes are dwindling away. In 
countless cities above the Mason-Dixon line prejudice has drawn 
a bitter band of hatred around the “Negro district”. ‘Threats of 
mob-violence against Negroes, who dare move out of a restricted 
Negro ghetto in Northern cities, is no longer unknown. In all 
America the spirit of racial intolerance is growing. What Hitler 
Germany is today for Jews this country promises soon to be for 
Negroes in every part of the nation, even greater than now. 
State after state has in the past three ycars passed “gag laws 
which although claimed to be directed against sedition are ac- 
tually used to prevent any show of militancy aon the part of 
workers, and especially Negroes, The very heart of democracy 
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—free speech, the right freely to assemble, and the free prese— 
are being made meaningless with state laws and city ordinances 
by proponents who sneeringly call themselves defenders of the 
Constitution. The success of such state laws has made these 
traitors bold. Now they seck to pass them on a national scale. 
Already they are poisoning the minds of millions of citizens in 
order to sneak over on the public national laws in the next session 
of Congress. If they succeed the last shred of the shabby coat 
of civil liberties which Negroes now have will be torn from 
their backs. We will be back to the days of Dred Scott, when 
the Negro had no sights a white man was bound to reapect. 


Ethiopia: Another Problem of Black America 


Why is @ that today Negro citizens in American are vitally 
alive and resentful of fascist Italy’s attempt to plunder Ethiopia? 
Negroes in America feel a deep sympathy for national oppreaied 
Negroes elsewhere in the world, whether they be worked as 
peons in a South African diamond mine or living as a crushed 
colonial people in other sections of Africa and the West Indies. 
Thus Ethiopia’s call to the world for help in her struggle against 
the mad fascist dictator and to maintain her national indepen- 
dence reaches the heart of every Negro American, and rightly 
90. 

But more than this Negroes in this country know the mean- 
ing of Italian aggression in Ethiopia. They know i means a 
world conflict of nations: war and probably fascist dictatos- 
ship unless there is mass action for peace. As Negroes and as 
workers they have a etake in peace. War means hundreds of 
thousands of Negro youth guing to rot and die in a fight against 
other young men rotting and dying, with neither group knowing 
what under the sun they are doing shooting at cach other. War 
micans profits for munitions makers. War for Negroes means the 
same old stevedore battalions of the lass World War, with thou- 
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Ais of Negro “Gold Star Mothers” going over on cattle boats 


“~~e. years later to try to find the grave of a dead son. Fascism 


drives to war. And fascism means even lower living standards 
for workers than at present. It means the destruction of what 
democratic rights and civil liberties still remain. It means for 
Negross what i means for Jews in Germany today: concentration 
camps, indignity and “white supremacy”. . 

Tins ae eis bet hs elds of Diksils b te tngeree 
part of the struggle of the Negro in America to sustain his na- 
tional heritage and to preserve civil liberty and economic justice 
in his own land. No other reasons could have awakened 80 
deep and far-reaching a response from Black America. It is a 
problem for Negroes just as much as hunger is a problem. For 
in time of peace there is a chance to fight for bread. But war 


es Be Done? 


What can be done in the face of these grave problems? At 
no time in history and in no place have Negroes failed to struggle. 
‘Today is no different from the past. The traditions of Nat 
Turner and Denmark Vesey, of Frederick Douglass, Harriet 
‘Tubman and Sojourner Truth are symbols of a miliant spirit 
among Negroes which does not die. 

On every hand there are evidences of this spirt. We sce 
semblances of this tradition in the struggles of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People to win for 
Negro children equal school facilities, to win for the Negro in 


the South freedom from mob-violence and lynching; in the fight 
~ of the National Urban League and the International Brother- 


hood of Sleeping Car Porters to organize Negro workers into 


~~ unions which fight for decent wages. It is alive today in thou- 


sands of Negro churches where voices are lifted to defense of 
Ethiopia and human rights. That spirit lives in the™ militant 
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fight spirit of Angelo Herndon and in the efforts of hundreds 
of thousands of Negro citinens to win his freedom aad that of 
the Scottsboro boys. It is‘apparent in a thousand ways where 
ee ee ee or 
scanomic and social oppression. ' 


Tédeh Walley Ul WEE Gathers of saan, wesien end pein 
of other races fight with them for their freedom. The white 


sharecroppers of Arkanens, ao less than white intellectuals and 
workers in the North, are in the fight for justics for the Negra. 

But hopeful as these signe are, Negro Americans must face 
clearly the spectre of poverty and oppression and be ready to act 
now to prevent the loss of the most precious right of citizanchip: 


life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. There is not one of the | 


problems presented in this pamphlet which does not call fer im- 
mediate action. Each one of them present a ringing challenge for 
the utmost effort of the broadest numbers of Negro organizations 
and individuals and such mixed and white organizations that are 
willing to join in the fight for the rights of Negroes. 

It is a realization of this fact which has led « well-known 
group of American citigens from every section of the country 
to join together in g call for a National Negro Comgress and to 
issue this pamphlet as a means of presenting to American caimens 
everywhere the need fog such a Congress. To you who read 
this pamphlet there is the call to work unceasingly for a Netend 
Negro Congress. The Congress is called to meet im the city 


of Chicago, Illinow, February 14, 1936, on the historic occasion 


of the anniversary of Frederick Douglass. 

In taking this bold step for unity of individuals and organ- 
izations in a collective effort for Negro rights, we are weil 
aware of the problems which confront vs. But we knew they 
can be overcome. We believe that this Congress: will furnish 
the opportunity for elected delegates of organizations to. present 
for national consideration the difficulties they face. <A plan of 
action—the collective wisdom .of all segments of eur. population 
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—can intelligently be created to work for the solution of basic 
problems facing the Negro. By such unity of action om a program 
on which all agree we belicve there can be created a nation-wide 
public opinion which will force real consideration from public 
officials, such as no single organization can hope to muster, The 
sincerity of purpose of all organizations to whom this is addressed 
assures harmonious cooperation in the common courses of justice. 
' The National Negre Congress will be no naw organization. 
Tt will not usurp the work of any organizatitoa. It eseks to ac~ 
complish unity of action of already existing organizations on 
sues which are the property and concern of every Negro in the 
aadon. 

Be fa sith thane chieestone chesiiie bn snlnd than. wah eters for 
dwcussion and action of the Congress the points outlined below: 


oS For the right of the Negroes to jobs at decent living wages 
and against discrimination in trade unions and elsewhere where 
Negroes are kept from getting work at equal wages and under 
equal labor conditions with other workers, for the organization 
of Negro workers with their white fellow workers into demo- 
¢vatically-controlled trade unions. 

2, For relief and social security for every needy Negro family, 
and for genuine social and unemployment insurance. 

3. For aid to the Negro farm population, to ease the burden 
of debts and taxation, for the right of poor farmers, tenants and 
sharecroppers to organize and bargain collectively. 

4. For fight against mob-violence, lynching and police brutal- 
ty; for the right to vote, serve on juries and enjoy complete civil 
liberties. 


~ §. For complete equality for Negro women; for the right of 
Negro youth to equal opportunity, 

aa To oppose war and fascam, the attempted subjugation of 
Negro people in Ethiopia, the oppression of colonial nations 
Sen Os ware for the independence of Exhiopis. 
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. «» ,. IMMEDIATE PRACTICAL STEPS 


What cam be dome wow ta hap mabe the Congrest.o mceoust “aed 


| 1. Secure the endorsement of the Congress by your Ni 
% ization and other orgagjeations. wr . 
2. Send this endorsement ieamediataly to she ollice of he a 

National Sponsoring Commistee, 717 Florida aes N. Wa Phas 
Washington, D. C. eee 


o Dineribt th pages fly epglaining the Cangro calla aN 

Let Us Build « National Negro Congres. pe 
4. Seart a local sponsoring committes in your area, or get is  R.. 

a "at 


work together with other local groups. 
— Help raise contrblons and sell “National Negre Congres | 
|aampe” to help pay the expenses of the Congres. : t,o 
' 6. Arrange local mass meetings, ‘and city and state-wide con es 
‘ferences on local and state problems, so that action in line with ie 
the program of the National Negro Congress can be begua iy a 
your area at once. j 

7. Elect delegates from your organization (one for every br 
$00 members or any fraction of this number) to represent your jk. 
organization at the Congress. De this carly eo that your dealer 
gate can make a careful study of the local problems ef Negroes 
in your area to report ¢o the Congress. : : 
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N TO CHICAGO 
FEBRUARY 14, 1936! 
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Shou te the then bs tens sone fen femiem cel saat. 
Let us unite the Negre organizations and the friends 
of Negre freedom ou a program for security and man- 
beod fer the Negroes iu America. i 
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FILL OUT THE BLANK BELOW AND MAIL TODAY. 


NATIONAL SPONSORING COMMITTEE for A MATIONAL | 
NEGRO CONGRESS, 717 Flerida Ave WM. W..° > = +! 
WW ashingtes, D. G os 

1 am interested in working far » veccumful National Magre | 
Congress as outlined in this pamphict. Please forward in- 
fermaticn and instructions as te how I can help. 
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2 defeat of Italian fasciem; icome tie all forces 
a ‘ot oa ae pone will bring million the 
we ' t ues together 
te ‘place the quvemsing of the country in the hands of the tailing people, 
vhich is embodied in the words of Lincoln: “a government of the people, 


_ .. ty the people, and for the people.” 
: My fri we see 


How consisgent is ye program of united political action with the full, 
brimming program of Phillip Randolph, read yesterday. For ug there are 
some people who argue the “lesser evil’ theory, that is, swinging from one 
of the old partigs tq the other. I don't believe this is correct and | don't 
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country. 
in the Farmer 
ap usive 
unem- 
duke, Democrats, 
- Such a party and program 
uni lnadunaht by drawing f organizations, parties, 
etc. cent uation is unity ef action for the test 
people. Such a Farmer Labor ‘Party 


| atest number o 

Fiesneseney in America, and by -building such a party we will, ig 
of Lincoln, be working towards building “... government of the geaple, by 
the people, for the peaple that will nor perish the garth.” 
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+" REPORT OF THE RESOLUTIONS COMMITTER * °’ 


The following resolutions, drafted by appropriate sub-committees duly 
elected by sub-sections of the Congress, and approved by the General Reso- 
lutions Committee were unanimously adopted by the delegates to the Con- 

ess at the final legislative sessions of the Congress, Sunday, February 16, 
= The resolutions aa presented here have been rearranged in terms of 
ject matter. ) 


A. GENERAL RESOLUTIONS 


Resolution on the Noa-Partisan Resolved, that in the words gf our 
Nature of the National national secretary, John P. Davis, “The 

Negro National Negro Congress goes on rec- 
ord that it is not and will never be 
dominated by any political faction or political party.” 


Resolution of Thanks We. your committee on Courtesy, submit the fol- 
lowing observations and suggestions: 

A cobssal piece of work has been wrought by the Sponsoring Committees 
in the organization of the. National Negro Congress. Out of appreciation for 
this magnilicent achievement we wish to recommend to this gress that 
a vote of .contidencé*Mhd gratitude be extended to all workers and to 
national and local sponsoring committees and that we pledge to them our 
unanimous support in bringing into realization the seven outstanding points 
for which this Congress was convened. 
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36 Canvention of the 
of L. in Tomaga, 


record for a vigorous 

bodies of local unions .of 
executive bodies of the 
council of the A. FP. of L. | 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the National Negro Congress go 
record instructing the incomin een committee 2 * - ee 
union committee to carry out cision pertaining to organization . 
the Negro labor into the unions of the A. F. of L. ;* 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the National Negro Congress ‘ 

record as opposed to company unions ip any form. adh les » 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the National Negro Congress go on... 
record requesting of the Executive Officials of the American Federation of — * 
Labor to change the location of the 1936 Convention of the Amerkan |. 
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the labor of Negro porters and has ven 
long howe and ontbechably peer werden 


oqmenteden of Ge Ration 

of Local Number 370 of the » 

of Lahas 

| & Qenuise 

of Labor, thereby e 
jnatrumen 


be tende Local 390 dondh | Scioauten, Pravtiont Geog 2. Boones a0 
rou ts 
Vica-President T. A. Jackson, and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the action of the’ members af Local 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Congress give all possible 
support to the Negro Workers’ Councils in their campaign for membership 
and in their attempts to establish understanding and intelli cooperation 
ee a of organized 


Cc NEGRO WOMEN | 


WHEREAS: The National Negro Congress assembled ip Chicago has given 
th consideration to the problems, conditions and circumstanceg of the 
Negro Women of the United States of America; and 

WHEREAS: The Negro Women of America are subjected to three-fold 
exploitation as women, as workers and as Negroes and are forced through 
discrimination into the most menial labor under the worst caonditiong without 
organizational protection, and , 

WHEREAS: The Negro mother, who must bear the greatest brunt of eco- 
nomic crisis, having to maintain the family on the lowest income and reliel 
provisions, is without organization which will enable her to combat hiyher 
prices and inadeyuate housing, health, recreational and educational facilities 
for thé family? @nd 

WHEREAS: Although the. newspapers are full of talk about returning 
prosperity, housewives .Neyro and white, see very little of it, for wayes 
are stationary or on the decrease, but prices of food continue to creep 
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gf. . Y @ Exploitation respects by er J Negro, foreign ineme et 
2 x * ’ , perienced female workers. 7c | he + ' ¢ 
. Si. ec omn feos .. 3 
y. Goes 2. Drafting uniform bills to be enected into law by the federal 4 ME 
as : ? und the legislatures of SL astvoal wane re precio of Set 3° nt 
- . qatic_workers. a rh 
te, Regulating voluntary agreements between employer and ec. ye ae 
.. *» «Education of employer, employees and in mutual s Uae 
"y including training schools for employees. ‘Saas Sa. on 
4. Uniform laws creating standards for employment — Ps Cy Ae 
3. Recommendatiag of Methods of action through: 7°. oo 
ae : a. Household em groups or unions ee 
.. b. Hotel maidg and other womeg workers eT oe 
of c. Private female clube * 
d. Committees organized for this purpose ) * 
e. Industrial committee of State Federations of women “ 
f.. Urgency of inclusion of Negro domestic workers by American Fed- 
eration of Labor. “a 
BE beg FURTHER RESOLVED: That such national movement encourage: = 
The organization of Negro housewives into housewives jeagues to . oe 
combat higher prices, segregated and inadequate housing, health, aoe 
recreational and educational Yacilities | aa 
b. The organization of Negro professional women to fight the discriml- = * 
nation which they also “oo te 
c. The linking of the special problems of these groups with their gen- 
eral problems as women and as Negroes, supporting the fight again 
war and fascim, for adequate sgcial legislation and the life, and ° 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That we especially call upon the women 
present at the National Negro Congress, gathered here from many different 
| stutes of the Union, to pledge themselves to unite all Negro and white ~ 
housewives in their home cities or towns—to bring together clubs, church . 
yroups, women's auxiliaries, and all ible oryanizations, in united grou 
of women with one aim in mind, THE FORMATION OF WOME Ss 
LEAGUES AGAINST THE HIGH COST OF LIVING, to fight for a 
reducation in the prices of food, rent, gas, electricity, and all necessities of 
life—and thus to improve the conditions of all wor class families, both 
Negro and white, 


A 23 , 


e* =« . ‘* nS : . 
i. ~ . a4 me . . ’ . 
oe vee “ pon, 7 , “Pe * : - . «9 7 


Pv p : . 
Lert wy, ee. a 
at is oo Wein, wa - 
ae a ah Et 5 Om wane? « 7 ' ve A Rae afte tnde wa 


¢ * * — _ > © : - &..¢@ , a ° 
se ow aE be 545, Ie OMe we ae - 
. ‘4 . ‘ hy P a . 


4 


A ta 
~~ * 


, 
_— 4" 


eo —e ss - Bo: Bi i eli < 3 

j ae ‘. Ah * as * Pee a , F as 

- »2 ae * peor = o.% + 3 S 34 3 ; | 
cr aM Rasa Hee a 


silt 


considered the vital 


riously 
im-Crowism, 
destructive 


aa 
ie 
4» 
t 
eet 
a 


,» *8,. FR, 

‘ 

ay 
Sete’ 
™~. ¢ 


ae) 

4 y : . 

oa 

. , iv. 
s 


~—* a 54 ow he ? a ¢; thats oe 


. 
“ i. 
YY 
fs 


ate ADE ght 
REY So, 
le aye 
he 


ae * 4% 
-am%, 4 
a gt 

~ 
° 


re aT f 
. oS EW: 


and 


rjspes 


the Negroes and other oppressed — 


) 
aubjugation, 


fascist threats to the rights 
5,000 on 
clear 


4, 
"= 


; 
2a foe 
- av ica 


¥ 


Congress has se 


* 


reasing 
and 


and other minority groups, 


including 
gag laws 
per? 20” 
; = 7 be YY = 


, and the inc 
War over 
and in the =, 
‘ «nd terror have swept over 
fascist menace to 
causes are 


» 
. A . 


ranchisement, 


The National Negro 
Civil] Liberties, 


7 ee 
! 


assembly 


tion, disf 


5 ion 0 Sila 


~ Ree and 
4 adi ) gro 
2. “WHEREAS: Since the Civil 


eee 


ia tna. nde nn 


. United States 


<li 


WHEREAS 


r. ' a *: # | - : | 

‘ ed ow a ("8 x ; . = haat 

5 * 5 > af * és . 74 
eat mo . Laas: * 


4% 
68 7 ste : 


ge ¥ +3 e * . 
: ‘ ° 


ain 


Ii Gp iti. af 


Ej 


Ke Ft 


i,’ 
ae. : 


£3 


7 


r : . 
PLE * te: f, 3 > . . 
7 s'@s 6 Pa) 
-* od . ’ ie 
AS ah 


» ¢ ‘ 


’ 
Pos, 3 Treg" 


7 es ae 
tn : _ 
iS hes 


eh 


v.- 


fled 


‘s- . 
" ; 


ye. 
? 


“: 
(2 
YON Ay, 


02 Ab. 
: ys +) “Vere 


to 


hee a. 


fs 
a 
ES 


eR: 


r 


- . 


ar, Fy 


ee 


+* We ear grpert- Wwebctem te * ’ 
> . o 
: ; ~ 
"sy .s 5 


 Northera 


te 


aes 


The 


ee 
+; iti Mer CMe 

ii TE i a or 
| 3 a3 way aia Habits: ail aH Hd 


: . 
. —— ‘ iw = . _ s . cai ”~ ne Jt ‘ : 
ns: eacee PR Seysent ylacte “yA s | 
| ane. oo > r : . . 


’ 


t 
a 
a ra ae 


‘ 190A, Dy 
*\ef 


Ms iy: 
te 


t 
pee 


. 


i 


CAL. 


a 


* 5. 
yMi. 


| 


a 


of many American Negroes to offer or | 
services to Ethiopig in her present struggle, therefore be it 
RESOLVED: That the Congress shall through an appropriate committee, 
make known this desire to the Ethiopian Government and ascertain that 
government's policy with regard to accepting services, and be it further 
RESOLVED: That the Congress through its appropriate committee, shall 
make known to the American Negro the results of its approach to the Ethi- 


WHEREAS: The suffering of Ethiopia is sufficiently great to warrant sup- 
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= of all civilized nation and peoples of the world against the atrocities 
| ing committed upon Her by the invading armies of Mussolini and his 
Fascist party, and 
WHEREAS: There are many organizations th the United States of America 
ee a Genes to Rely Seeaple ta ber cemgge 0 maintain ber 
dependence, 
- WHERBAS: There is nell fer coordinating the many organizations and thelr 
— operations, be if ~ ’ 
ESOLVED: That the ‘varipus organizations represented at the National . 
' Negro Congress in Chicago agree to the following principles of organ: 


é { 


: ; . a y 
’ 2 ; ry, r >. ° ° 
*, 
’ 
‘ s ee 
; 
o@ a 
‘ , 


" 
‘> 


’ ’ 
‘. =F , S _— 
. , « . ‘ : - » ey ‘ 
; : "es gto 8 T Be. LO. Gee Be: sy LTC © Steg es Oe 
. . ; “sa « +, . : i. y - ww .? - . a0 —_ - . 
. 4 * ae ft er. 6: ARR Wa FY <a x Ne 4 Ne .’ 7 a . : 
as PORTRAITS TENS TL REE oe 
STE gh Bee a ee it al eit aati ele’ a ade eta” baie Cape BP cathy Be: 
a oe ‘ , — *. 
MEE Peta ee aee 5. 


a2 


«+? . ° -Z ok ° ‘ . ‘ 
ROME RTE A ener eee 
ae . C =} . Ah — +4 sale co wt yy ® » 


** : “" 
’ ’ . 7 _ x <7 ~ 


IT RESOLVED: The the National Negra 


' 


Be 


; 


rT 
< 


@ - 
“*.. t *' 2 ‘2 ; , = 2° > a 
4 a . . rf) ee 4 
- 4 17 a - a - ° 
va. . . -* Tas > PY a # 
ote “ : . . 


HEFT 


are elected from the states which restrict untr e* ) 
meled use of the ballot, that we bitteri the United: 2% .«f 
A States Su Court in Grover vs. Texas Primary case, \**? “9 
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election of all Federal officers, and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the National ro 
for the abolition of the of prisoners through 
the abolition of the barbarous -gang system, and 


take immediate steps to prosecute the lynchers of Norris 
popularize the facts and issues of this case, and — / 
BE IT PURTHER RESOLVED: That we endorse the United Front 
of the nine innocent Scottsboro boys, Angelo Herndon, Tom Mooney, 
BE IT FURTHRE RESOLVED: That we call upon the permanent 
tee of the National Negro Congress to devise methods to | eee 
energies of all existing organizations to give effect to these resolution. 9 yh 
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7 **: WHEREAS: The delegates to the National Negra Congress im convention 
” gasemble realized the present deplorable and impoverished economia Cates | thon 
| citizens of America, and 


mat of sound end theiving Negro busincss con be 
2 factor im the genera tion of the Negro’s social and econqmic secur- 
ty, refore — 


‘ BE IT RESOLVED: That all Negroes consider it their to su 

- Negro business by their patronage, and rtd ws 
' BE IT PURTHRE RESOLVED: That the business and civic jeaders of 
.. all Negro Communities inaugurate a systematic program of education among 
a business enter- 

Pp * 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Negroes’ patronage of any buai- 

neas be conditional upon the attitude and policy of that particular business 

in segards to giving equitable employment to ,- and } 

BE IT PURTHER RESOLVED: That the — and operators of Negro 

businesses recognize the value and necessity of adopting modern business 

methods and procedure, such as (a) the proper keeping of books and peri- 
J odical audits, (b) of financial planning placed upon the budget system. 

and bonding of all fiduciary officers, (c) clean and attractive display of 


goods or services offered and (d) the consistent, -efficient, and courteous 
attention to patrons or customers, and : | 
’ BE IT FURTHER SRSOLVED: That we recommend that the Negroes 


_ everywhere give studious consideratian to the organization 
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That both Negroes and whites be encouraged 
bringing about natural cantact cat Letweon seamaiieen 
That Inter-racial groups concentrate upon the 
that @ proper concept of race relations may a 
That emphasie be made of the im 
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used in the further progress and advancement af our 


WE THEREFORE recommend that the Negro shall continue to hold faith ~ im 
ond caatineey SS Sond one Ge Church, as set forth in -the webs. 
teachings of Jesus. 
WE FURTHER RECOMMEND thet the Christian families of 
shall give more attention to the home training of the youth, 
emphasis upoo their social,- mora! and spiritual obligations to 
and to the world ; 
WE FURTHER RECOMMEND that our Ministry, with renewed 
and uncompromising conviction shal) preach ag econamic and social 
as well as a spiritual gospel, for the salvation of the whole man 
the Church shall engage themselves to hold week-day schools and 
to instruct Church members, to develap a consciousness of conditions 
ae means of meeting them for genera deta The churches 
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\: WHEREAS: Negro cultural workers are fipding 1 # tarrensingly tmpossible 


the Congress goes 
- |* guch as newapapers, etc., give ieneees "ecndieeiion in the 
- . gnd encouragement, etc.. to Negro artists and writers, and be 


™ 1; Sn oe present day “yy Ape 
“ tres program 
i cation, and be it 
“ RESOLVED: That this Congress protest the presentation of Negro artist in 
caricature and subservient roles on stage, screen and radio, and be it further 
RESOLVED: That this Congress vigorously oppose discrimination in the 
me theatre against colored ‘performers and audience, and be it further 
ic. \ RESOLVED: Thas inasmuch as the Artists’ Union has performed functions 
.  \ gimilar to those of the Writers’ Union on the economic front, this Congress 


urges all Negro ardats, employed and unemployed, to join and support the 
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duty and placed in command of the four ivegro regiuerits of <i:e “s 
regular army, and proposed appointment of a a civiliar. 
aid to the teed of the navy." 
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» In view of’ the hit etea of "all eid te Britain", 
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IN THIS FILE SKIPPED DURIW; 


-cral Bureau of fuuestigation 


— United States Departiuient of Justice 


New York, New York 


100-3633 . 
GJS: JR ) February+8, 1941 


>" 
4 
Pd “e 


Director PERSONAL LkB-OSi TDERTSAL 
Federai Eureau of Investigation 
Weshington, D. C. » 


a 
¢ 
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Re: “NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


Dear Sir: 


Refere-ce is mde to the mentjon of a letter gent by £7 Cc 
ti.e Naticnal Negro Congress to a local¥C.I.0. lebor union on 
page 9 of the report of Spccial Agent Gof thts office, 
dited February 8, 1941, which was furnished to this o=fice ics 
a confic-ntial source. 


Pleese be advised that 
Svecial Arent 


Very truly yours, 


Bb hele 


B. E. SACKETT 
Special Agent in mas 
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HERE 1S UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE “4/74 __B std Lai Ge 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


? v 
New York, iaw Yor:: File Noe 100-210 
» ee 


cont Madeeat. Dato bhen Meade Period for 


Waich J'ade 


rgfielé, Illinois 2/5/41 —-:1/30,31;2/1/41 a aol VAT she 


_ 
— see 


Report “ade By 47C | 


IN TENLAL SECWAIT ry 


Investivratior. at Danvillo, Kankaxee, East St. Louis, 
Beileville, Carboncale, Cairo, Harrisbuég, Sprinczfie?- 
Rock Island, Moline, Galesburg and Chanpedgn-\'rbane, 
t.lincis disclosed instant dn oe eta in 
t..cse cities, but at Champaign and Urbdaye, 

unsucce ssiul attempt was made to organize the Ketiors! 
cre Congress about three years (.g0- 


o Pe ’ 
2 teletypes cated Decemser 17, is rat, Jar.usr 
and January 20, 1941, a 
rt of Special azent sated et Spring 
rois January 23, 194 


fcllowine irvwastiration was conductéd by Speci 
Arent: 


at Danvicle, Illinois 


Gili cl vaon 
stutea t.ct no such organizetiocn Gs te haticnal 

Negro Congress exists in Danvilie, Illinois end they 
co not believe ary attempt !ias ever been made to or- 
ganize is. that citye ; 


a* 


Ag sor? orsted: 
SAC 
(ocles: 


oY haornie4 


S@ureau UO, 


“ey fork “= tS LEX raat POR CAL icc CUNTARYED | os ai 
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Chicego fe rrnn. HEREIN 1 IS UNCL ASSHFIED 
Springfield ‘4 * DATE dual aaet Dadet 


_—“™ 2... 


—_——_ 


v~ ¥ , | ~~. = 
eng. 2 ee CO 
a er} ~ Se en 
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RE that no mail is received at-the 
ot ie Illinois post office adcressed to the Natioral Negro Congress and he 


feuls sure thet if such an organization existed he would have information con- 
CérT. ing SCO « 


AtSKankakeo, Illinois om 475 , D 


Special Agent GBD» torviewes 


lerk of Draft Board #2 vierx OF Draft Board :;., 


.21 ¢2; whom stated they had no knOwasdge O1 this orgs:nization at.t=nkakcs, 
ora Icvlt sure that such a group does not exist thore. 
: ena gen oh b7¢ 

CD: :visec taat ms bers of tno smerican Legion are empioved 

in almost evury ircustrY in taovm; that each kas been instructca topyreport ct 

scegular Legion meetings any suspicious activities obsorved, but thet to dete non- 

hes Dcen reportcc and ho is cf the opinion thct inst:.nt orgenization coulc not 

long oxist in Acnkoxoe without the attention of the Legion being dravn tc ite 


Ti.c following investirpaticn wis corducted oy Spetial  — pT 4 
at East Ste Louis and Bellovillo, Illinois 


“key 


name 


.3 VENSPSPGr NOFPeus ; past St. Louis Journal, 425 liissour: ivenuc, E:xst St. 


Louis ATE : 2) 
LTC 
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all of tne stove 
named indivicuals advised tnct tne of in tneir offices failed ‘to rofikct 
any iasformetion purtaining te the existence of an organization in_East St. Louis 
end Bollovilic, Iilinois knewn cs tho Natiorial Nogro Congress and. Mono of them 
coulc furnish any irformation concorning tho samo. 


> && — 


Tailed to list tho name and address of tho Wational Negro ConercsS. 


Tho Enxnst St. Louis City Director, as woll as the Bolivovijie City Director; 


é.° e= 
Tho following invostigation was conducted by Spooial  — 


at Carbondale, Illinois 


Svocial s«zent _storviows 


and T: hey hac ro information concerning 
Kho National Negro Comgross.e : 
, “a 67C 


at Cairo, Illinois 


ted 


.t instant organization was unknown ~ bDOlieve same h:.¢ 


ever been organized in that city ct any timo in the paste ) 270) 2, 


«t Harrisburg, Illinois 


Special srent 


cnd thoy advised that Tic) ww dae lOFsae vt UL 
whatsoever relative to the National Negro Ccngress being in Harrisburg anc had 
mover heard of this organization having had a local group in tho past. 7 FC, 
s 
Tno following invostigation was conducted by Special 1 


t Springfield, Illinois Wo 


Tne rooorting a7ernt cortactcd the following named vorecne 


lp eit 


all © c above named porsons advised thet thoy have no infcrmetion regarding th: 
anst.nt committso and had novoer hoerd ‘sf its ovor having been orggnizod in tho 
city of Springfield, oo 


The following investigotion was conducted by Spocicl «;00 


At Rock Island, Illinois b* c+ 


a} pmont 


ea aT ea -— —- —fa~- i ~- 


ey bat Sth, Say a “egg. . “ 


Praia “at re | 


sii wes £7¢,2D 


Thoy all advisod that thoy had 
wuver hearc of the National Nogro Yongross vvor having functioned in anc crourd 
Hee! : Islanc, Jllixnois. og 


at Mol iro, Tllinvis 


S : : | ual 


obiel acon 
BE 7D 


fll of the nvovoenamed incividuals 
steved that thoy had no inrormaticn relative to tho Nativnal licexe. Conscress, nor 
nec they ever hoard of its being active in cnd around ifolino. 


at Galesburg, Illinois 


Spocinal «cent 


~2formation relcetive to the National Negro Congross, nor had they ovor heard 
its bein> active ix anid around Galesburg. 


sil of thes aboveenamed indivicuals stite mat they hac 


st Champnign-Urbs1:a, Illiucis 


© cilerc2 peoplo in Chamrai,m ani Urbana ane if tho National Ne zro 
Consruss oxistec.in that vicinity, ho would havo knowlodgo of enng 2 on fe 
. A470 


sautieene ‘cont i. ntorviowod Se stated thet he 
ce to organizo the Notional Negro 


rea ronneeee tior. vi offort osing m 
Champoign-Urbanca, Illinzis ane felt sure the organizsts:on wes not 


y a4 » 


statcd that 


= : jana, Tilinois, wh-> is very activo in all civic nettors.’so 
Cc lerce pccnle are concornec, woulda be ablo t» state pysitively whether such 


Qn corgenization existed in oithor Champaign or Urbana, Illinois.. ° 


ae svise? Spucicl ‘cont sbout tnreo years 250 
thors was Gn oficrt m.ce by somo vrganizor fro.a Cnhicszo, Iilinsis .to organizo 


tho Netional Negro Congress in Champnign and Urbana, Illinois andsa nootin; 
or tv'o wore held; tnat she ae ~2t attend cither ef theso nootingfs but recenllod 
‘tant two colored disatinsss & of the University -f Illinvis by tho nanecs of GEORGE 
NESSIT, who is r.27 an attorney of Chompsign, Illincis, anc is oplyod by tho 
Stato of Illinois in the Salos fax Division, and cnother colorca sind by tho 
none of NEGINALD FISHER, whs sho bolieves was from St. Louis, 14 ssouri, wore 
sontrusted with th: respynsiktility of perfoctinz—tne crganization and each uf the: 
was t> bo c delerrts to the n ; enco whor. held, but tht the offort 
roanize was ciscontinuoé. tated that she uever kab the cbjoot 
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bettcrmient of tho colored pooplo. 


Spccial front 


cl tho 
both of whom statod tnat thoy hac novor hoard =f 


the Netisnal Nosro Cougress anc seats sure that n> such organization existed in 
Chanpsicre We 67 Cc 
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Loved 


cocch cof wnon statod tnat instar. 


organization eid =ot oxist in 
Youna and osch was positive it could not lor.z 


oxist there without its boing known. 
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onc Docaetur, Illincsis 
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arprovriate cheek sf the 


an Oracr that eny r.temation which rmaysbo avail:dle cone 
the Naticncl Nosro Congress will bo ascertained. 


~e? 
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at Sprinsfiold, Illinois 


Yiill ec ontact 
in? asccrtain if his papor has a norguo on this sryanization; if 60, 
S0t"..in Gll infcre=ztion im nie files. a7 c 
Vill locato and intorvicw tho Nill . . 
Springfield for any inf 


y informetion he might have rolative tc this orgenization. 
Weill cxicavor tz locate 


ard ascertain Irom ALT cil a0 fase 2 w AtTeMp Fite beb 2 TT) 
wowl. mal ic ro Convross in Champaimm and Urbana, as ixfornstion wis reccivec 
from Urbana, Illinois that ho was activo in the effort which 
was mace tere trrvo years aro to organize this group and if succossful kc was 
to have bees c cclosato t- tho national confcrence. 


£7¢,D 


PER DING 


“A an 2 i ee 


eral Gureau of fuurstigqation 


United States Oepartiicnut of Justice 
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February 2D, 1941 
Director 
Federel Bureau of Investigetion 
washington, D.C. . 
Dear Sir: FE: NATIONS. NreGRO COMGRESS 


che constitu- 
icr. edopted by the National Ne7ro Consress Avri1 1940, 
a 


nor the ries of resolut 


AS soon as these articles are obt«cined by the 
fice they will be furmmished to the Pureau. 
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wo io) ane 


ite . DE" VCREAUX, 


Special A-ent in Charge 
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SYNOPSIS ©. FACTS Investigation throughout Dk.llas aree negative ‘as to’ 
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anizord this 


siclierhes 


Teletype from Burear 12/2' [4,06 


=e ans reporting age.t, walle rsltorsr cami acts Tr . aS .e 
Of Gorritcr” relztive to nati-r21 derense metters in Connscvion “—“h cocopera- 


tion with The .-rmerican Legon, members, corferred wit Le egicm: CB... 28S.758, 
esd peac: officers relative to ail of the subversive orgarizaticns Eo..t toned in 
s .rerence teletype. Tne results cencerni:.7 the Natior:) Mer > Comcrcss were ne: 
tive e evt fo> tnfo:z tion obtained fron 
~ rs 
— | . 6?7C,D 
svated that MILTON Ganes, a negro man living. 2 
SE i 
1.0 has sesured cna tn bee 
| i tn: © bud met. found sc 2 ft 
tion th:t thers were any mexz>ers in Dellas, 


” az 


| \ 
aft AGE A 
BP PRD CO AND I’? s Boe seth ans acm). 
Fe “ARDED. | - ~ DO NOT WP 'TL IN THLik-SPACES 
-—— _— ~ _—s al a ms . - -- -- ~~ _—_— o--  —_—_ _ = : 
j , , . / * , 


as si dinian et . wag Eire = taageemenend- 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 7 a % Bs 
2 Bure= 1 Ys UXETHO SEL , ? Phe re . _ 
2 iow oR ora ~+ ay : . | ae 


& i2 Ld, ¢. 


DE-sDEY"2 sushi ania Tici.eisT! a 
DA -. fF Cty AD: 


SS _—_——-———:—d _— 


25 interviewed relative to v arions Comunistic or- 
fanizativas, at which time the National Necro Congress was men“iocred,. 
He stated that he hed been asked to join the same but hai not core 80. 
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Should any additional information be received ix indicate b 


ti: preser:ce of tne National Negro Congress in Dallas area, this file 
wili be re-opened, 
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